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LETTERS to the Editors 





PRAISE GOD, WE DISAGREE 


I have been receiving Eternity for five 
years. . . . Quite naturally, I have not 
always agreed with the views presented, 
but praise the Lord that we can disagree 
in a Christian way. I do feel that a warn- 
ing needs sounding in the present Evan- 
gelical-Fundamentalist controversy. I fail 
to see anything but harm resulting when 
believers berate one another. . . . Would 
it not be better if we all were to pray more 
and criticize less? . . . We serve the same 
Lord; we preach’ the same gospel. May 
God help us to stand together for the truth 
against all that is false! 

GLENN E. SMOUSE 
North Manchester, Ind. 


ON THE SOUTHERN VIEW ON RACE 


. .« As a white minister of Dr. Gillespie’s 
denomination, I must express my regret 
that Dr. Gillespie still maintains some out- 
worn convictions about the race problem— 
and insists on calling them “indisputable 
facts.” They are at best highly disputable 
theories. . . . 

Firstly, in insisting that the crux of the 
matter is intermarriage between the races, 
Dr. Gillespie beclouds the issue completely. 

. . The Negroes . . . virtually ostracize 
those of their race who [marry white]—as 
the late, revered former president of the 
NAACP discovered. How many mixed 
marriages can Dr. Gillespie point to in the 
North? I know of only three. On the other 
hand, in the segregated South, the inci- 
dence of illegitimate mixed birth is known 
to be higher than in the unsegregated 
North, due to the manner in which low- 
moral white people in the South use their 
superior standing to exploit the Negro. If 
this is Dr. Gillespie’s “crux” his cure is 
a false one. ... 

Secondly, in declaring that intermarriage 
of the races is proved to be inimical to 
mental, spiritual and physical qualities, 
Dr. Gillespie stands on unproved opinion. 
Lebon and Eliot to the contrary, there is 
considerable evidence to prove the very 
opposite. Abraham Kuyper, in his Stone 
Foundation lectures entitled “Calvinism,” 
for instance, asserts that only those races 
which have intermingled their blood with 
other races have lasted and given con- 
structive contributions to the world. It 
is demonstrable that those ethnic groups 
which have been isolated—and therefore 
have the “most pure blood”—are the most 
backward: the Ainus in Japan, the Bush- 
men in Australia, the Pygmies in the 
Congo. . . Pointing to Latin America as 
an example of backwardness due to inter- 
marriage, Dr. Gillespie . . . asks that we 
visit that land and see it; I have. It is 
Roman Catholic power which made Latin 
America ignorant. The most backward of 
its peoples are the remote, “pure” tribes. 
The vigorous, productive people—the 
leaders—are those whose blood is well 
mixed with white, Negro and Indian. 

I must register my most vigorous protest 
against Dr. Gillespie’s unscholarly and 
prejudicial language in the paragraph 


September 1957 


where he says that “any proposal or policy 
that involves the gradual integration and 
ultimate amalgamation of the white and 
colored races in the United States [must 
be considered} a collossal blunder, a be- 
trayal of unborn generations, and a mon- 
strous crime against civilization.” Both 
his primary premise and his secondary 
premise are false, and such thinking be- 
trays a man into such errors of reason as 
Dr. Gillespie makes in quoting Thomas 
Jefferson in support of segregation. He 
surely must know that it is a rather strongly 
attested fact of history that Jefferson 
fathered several children by his Negro 
slave girls. 

. . - I must speak a word about Dr. 
Gillespie’s attempt to make segregation 
sound like approved American policy. If 
I understand Americanism at all, it is that 
every individual shall possess the same 
national rights as any other, to exploit as 
his abilities shall allow him. Where con- 
flicting interests oppose, these individuals 
shall permit a majority to direct the way. 
Surely recent events in Tuskegee illustrate 
that throughout the South the real crux is 
the white man’s death-struggle to maintain 
an unreal superiority over the colored, 
whatever may be the cost or method. The 
political gerrymander enforced upon the 
citizens of Tuskegee, disfranchising the 
entire Negro population of the city and 
wiping out their voting eligibility, cannot 

. be called American, and least of all 
Christian. Since the Negroes outnumber the 
whites in that part of Alabama, American- 
ism would demand that they control the 
government! It is this specter—the dread 
of waking up to discover that a Negro has 
the authority to tell him what to do— 
that fills the white breast with such frantic 
anxiety today. 

Somehow it does not trouble me—per- 
haps because I have already lived in foreign 
lands where Negro and other colored popu- 
lations are running the government—and 
doing at least as well as Kissin’ Jim Folsom 
does in Alabama, shall we say. If this 
troubles Dr. Gillespie, he might ponder 
what Dr. Barnhouse suggests elsewhere in 
this issue of ETERNITy—that centuries ago, 
the colored races ruled the world and the 
white races were the slaves! 

C. R. STEGALL, JR. 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Seldom has the impossibility of setting 
forth a Christian defense of the principle of 
racial segregation been more forcefully 
illustrated. . . . 

The author’s biblical argument is based 
principally on the fact that God separated 
the people of Israel to be a chosen people. 
Is it possible that the author does not 
realize that the separation of Israel was 
not a racial action but a theological one 
and the essence of the principle of Israel's 
separation is still in effect on the Christian 
Church? The principle has always been 
that the child of God is not to be un- 
equally yoked with those who are not chil- 
dren of God; to interpret this in favor of 
racial segregation which separates some 

(Continued on page 2) 
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+ LETTERS + 
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children of God from others is a fan- 
tastic misapplication. 

Can there be any other Christian basis 
for a position on the role of Negro and 
white than that given to us in the Word 
of God concerning the unity of the body 
of Christ? How is it possible for any Bible- 
bound Christian to take to heart Gal. 3:28, 
Eph. 5:30, Rom. 12:5, I Cor. 12:12-27, John 
17:20-23, I Cor. 1:10, John 10:14-16, and 
still with clear conscience and sincere zeal 
advocate a separation of the church of 
Jesus Christ on the basis of race? . . . May 
the church . . . take its firm stand against 
segregation by a clear confession of the 
unity of the body of Christ. 

RicHarD H. Buse 
Belle Mead, N. J. 


. . . My principal disagreement is over 
his conclusion that Latin America today 
is in its backward state because of cen- 
turies of intermarriage between European, 
Indian and even Negro people. . . . 

As a missionary with some knowledge of 
Latin America, I can only say that we feel 
quite differently about the matter. Not 
racial mixture, but the power, domination 
and ruthless methods of the Roman Catho- 
lic church are largely responsible for the 
problems in Latin America today. Further- 
more, it is at present an awakening conti- 
nent, and its racial mixture does not seem 
to be standing in the way of a sudden prog- 
ress that is really amazing to see. 

ELIzaBETH Isals 
New York, N. Y. 


. . . Dr. Gillespie . . . states that our 
Lord has left the matter of race relations 
entirely to our reason and experience and 
the principles set down in the Old and 
New Testaments. . . . He should know that 
the principle of love is the motivating fac- 
tor in all Christian actions, that there is 
no sphere of operation in which the Holy 
Spirit does not function, and He says con- 
cerning segregation and  segregationist: 
“These be they who separate themselves, 
sensual, having not the Spirit.” Concerning 
this passage of Scripture Eerdman’s New 
Bible Commentary says: “These are they 
who make separations. The Greek verb 
apodiorize means, according to Souter, “I 
make a distinction.” The commentary goes 
on to state, “The reference is not to ec- 
clesiastical divisions but to social distinc- 
tions.” . . . The Bible says this type of 
reasoning is sensual, devilish, for the wis- 
dom that is from above is pure, peaceable, 
gentle, easy to be intreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality, and 
without hypocrisy—James 3:17. 

As a believer whom God has chosen to 
place in a highly pigmented body, I feel 
sorry for Dr. Gillespie and pray that the 
God of all grace might show him how far 
His matchless grace extends, and that the 
true love of God might be revealed to him 
through a crucified, risen, reigning Christ 
who loves ALL MEN and is NO RESPECTER OF 
PERSONS. 

JoserpH Brown 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


. . . It seems to me that the article by 
Dr. Gillespie . . . brought into startling evi- 
dence the complete inanity of the Southern 
arguments. For throughout the article, he 
does three things that are unmistakable 
evidence of poor argumentation. First, he 
appeals to the so-called greater knowledge 
of the problem on the part of Southerners 
that is supposed to help them solve the 
problem, which it has not done, and has 
never shown any evidence of doing. Second, 
he constantly asserts that he is basing his 
arguments on facts, but forgets to mention 
one. Every one of his “facts” is in reality 
simply an opinion of men who, for all that 
they may have been great, are not thereby 





authorities in the field of race relations. I 
fail to see anything in the experience of 
either Charles Eliot or even Abraham Lin- 
coln that makes them experts. Third, he 


introduces the stock, emotional, loaded 
word of “mongrelization,” all the while pre- 
tending that he can base his position on 
anything other than a superior attitude. I 
am afraid that those men who have lent 
their influence to the fight for segregation, 
and especially those who have labored to 
give it an aura of respectability through 
pseudo-scriptural arguments, will have 
much to answer for. 

CHarRLes TABER 
Clamert, France 
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NOW AND LATER 


The cover story in this issue deals 
with one of the important develop- 
ments in the intellectual and spiritual 
life of the nation: the admission by 
modern scholars of the greatness of 
Jonathan Edwards. 

Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse lucidly 
demonstrates that this is something of 
a modern miracle—a complete reversal 
of the trend in intellectual circles to 
relegate Edwards to fathering ‘the 
glacial age” of American thought. 

It is high time that Christians should 
become more familiar with one of the 
greatest minds in the history of this 
country. 

* * * 

Walter Martin, contributing editor 
and expert on the cults, presents some 
of the fallacies of “Jehovah’s Witnesses 
and the Gospel of Confusion.” 

* * * 

C. Peter Wagner is a missionary to 
Bolivia who spends his spare time writ- 
ing. It would be redundant to say that 
Mr. Wagner does not always think 
along the lines of accepted patterns. 
Several months ago he wrote a provoca- 
tive article entitled, “You Can’t Be a 
Christian and . . .” We still are receiv- 
ing critical letters. 

Now he explores the question of what 
a Christian may believe about evolu- 
tion. He presents his views in the article 
entitled “The Origin of Life.” 

* * * 


Are there tendencies in American 
Fundamentalism that resemble the pat- 
terns of the Roman Catholic Church? 
Before giving your answer, read Paul 
Edwards’ “Thoughts on Fundamentalist 
Infallibility.” Then maybe you'll dash 
off a letter to the editors of ETERNITY. 
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The Restoration of JONATHAN EDWARDS 


A majestic figure, America’s 
greatest theologian dared to assert 


God at the expense of humanity 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


remarkable change has occurred in American philoso- 

phy, theology and criticism. It is part of the general 
movement away from the liberal, modernistic position, and 
a noticeable return to the conservative viewpoint. One 
striking phenomenon is the restoration of Jonathan Ed- 
wards to his rightful position as America’s greatest theologi- 
cal thinker, and a new respect for his strong biblical posi- 
tion. 

For many years Jonathan Edwards has been known to 
most people as the man who preached on “Sinners in the 
Hands of an Angry God.” “Scholars” have bitterly criti- 
cized him. Turn to the Encyclopedia Britannica, which is 
supposed to present facts and avoid interpretations. Under 
the name of Jonathan Edwards the last several editions at- 
tack the famed New England colonial leader in no uncer- 
tain terms. The author of the Britannica article, the late 
Charles R. Brown of Yale, wrote as follows: Edwards “was 
sadly lacking in the humanities. The human values were 
obscured by his passion for metaphysics in his ambitious 
theological treatises. He had little feeling for poetry or for 
the beauties of the natural world. It was a perpendicular 
piety that he preached—it did not find adequate expression 
in those horizontal relations and interests which make up 
the social order. 

“His tedious discussion of The Freedom of the Will, com- 
monly regarded as his magnum opus, impresses the modern 
reader as a solemn bit of special pleading, rather than a 
disinterested effort to reach the truth. His methods of bibli- 
cal interpretation as judged by the more competent scholar- 
ship of our own day are hardly worthy of consideration or 
respect.” 

And yet scholars of Harvard, Yale and Princeton in this 
second half of the twentieth century are engaged in bring- 
ing out a series of volumes containing the entire works of 
Edwards. Though the dean of the Yale Divinity School 
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dared write in the Encyclopedia Britannica thirty or forty 
years ago that Edwards’ ‘‘methods of biblical interpretation 
as judged by the more competent scholarship of our own 
day are hardly worthy of consideration or respect,” the 
more recent modern scholarship of the second half of the 
twentieth century now reverses this verdict and establishes 
Edwards and his doctrines in the high place that they de- 
serve. 

The first volume of the new series has just come from 
the press of Yale University. It is Edwards’ Freedom of the 
Will, edited by Paul Ramsey, Professor of Religion at 
Princeton University. (494 pp. $6.50). 

An event so notable justifies complete chronicling. The 
editorial committee for the complete works of Edwards has 
as chairman and general editor, Perry G. Miller of Harvard. 
The other men on the committee, besides Professor Ram- 
sey, are Amos N. Wilder of Harvard, Sidney Earl Mead of 
the University of Chicago, Vincent Daniels of Greenwich, 
Connecticut, and five professors at Yale, Sydney E. Ahlstrom, 
Roland H. Bainton, H. Richard Niebuhr, Norman Holmes 
Pearson, and John E. Smith. Yale University Press will re- 
publish not only all of. Edwards’ works but “the massive 
manuscript materials in which much of Edwards’ profound 
thinking and finest prose have been concealed.” 

There will be ten volumes in the series, each edited by a 
different scholar. Perry Miller states in the introductory 
note: “At the outset we hope that it will be understood that 
while we approach this towering edifice with veneration, we 
do not expect to find among all students a unanimity of 
interpretation, or uncritical endorsement of Edwards’ views. 
He is too majestic a figure to yield to every observer a sin- 
gle, simple meaning, and was too rigorous a critic himself 
to demand servile adherence. . . . The very existence of 
the project is itself testimony to the deepening appreciation 
in the mid-twentieth century of the importance of Edwards 
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to the intellectual as well as the religious history of America. 
A generation or so ago, outside a restricted circle of profes- 
sional theologians, he was popularly known only as one who 
had preached a distasteful and happily outmoded brand of 
hellfire and brimstone. There was, in fact, a general dispo- 
sition to pass him over as an anachronism, as retrograde. 
Recent events in world history have no doubt stimulated 
drastic reexamination of such complacent assumptions. 
Whether because of that prodding or because of the logic 
of intellectual development, we find today a new urgency 
to confront and reinterpret the historic, philosophical and 
theological cruxes with which Edwards grappled so courage- 
ously.” And Miller goes on to call Edwards “the greatest 
philosopher-theologian yet to grace the American scene.” 

It is time to ask a question. Why has Edwards’ contribu- 
tion been played down and even twisted? New England’s 
greatest theologian was disparaged by those who came after 
him because they hated biblical truth. 

It was the Unitarian group that attempted to blame all 
evil on the Calvinists of New England. This has been well 
set forth by Samuel Eliot Morison of Harvard, leading 
authority on colonial New England. In the foreword to his 
The Intellectual Life of Colonial New England, Morison 
tells why he wrote his book. “I felt impelled to counteract 
the disparaging and, for the most part, inaccurate accounts 
of the New England culture that had been published 
during the previous forty years. It was, I believe, Charles 
Francis Adams who coined the phrase ‘glacial period’ for 
the century of New England history between 1640 and 
1740. According to him, after the banishment of Anne Hut- 
chinson and the death of John Cotton, ‘a theological glacier 

. slowly settled down upon Massachusetts’; and for a 
century and a half ‘absolutely nothing’ was produced in 
the Bay Colony in the way of literature except Cotton 
Mather’s Magnalia. Everyone loves a literary label, which 
saves one from the labor of thinking; so the ‘glacial period’ 
quickly became popular, and Brooks Adams, James Truslow 
Adams, and a host of others used it as a cover to their ig- 
norance of, or lack of interest in, what went on in the New 
England mind for a century or more. And it is curious how 
the recession of this ‘glacier’ always seems to coincide with 
the rise of the Adams family. 

“Now all my studies of early New England,” Professor 
Morison continues, “go to prove that there was no ‘glacial 
period’; that interest in literature and scholarship grew 
rather than diminished during the entire course of the sev- 
enteenth century; that the dominant Puritan clergy, far 
from being indifferent to culture and hostile to science, as 
the Adams school briskly asserted, did everything possible 
under the circumstances in which they lived to stimulate, 
promote, and even to produce intellectual activity. More- 
over, it was largely the clergy who persuaded a poor and 
struggling people to set up schools and a college which 
continued to serve the community in later centuries.” 

The New York Times expands on Perry Miller’s sentence, 
“Recent events in world history have no doubt stimulated 
drastic reexamination of such complacent assumptions.” 
The Times says, “What is the significance of now bringing 
together the works of the man whom Mr. Ramsey rightly 
calls ‘the greatest philosopher-theologian yet to grace the 
American scene’? The question is best answered by a glance 
at the issues men face today. After two devastating world 
wars and the discovery of ways to harness the forces of ulti- 
mate destruction, all within the span of a generation, the 
reflective mind has less inclination than it had forty years 
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ago to believe that it can solve problems by its own ‘action 
programs.’ ” 

Edwards knew well-what he was doing. He was faced with 
the equivalent of modernism in his day, in the form of the 
religious ideas of the Arminians. Edwards knew that any- 
one who adopted these ideas would ultimately move away 
from the Word of God and take a position that would give 
the glory to man. Ramsey brings this out very clearly: “For 
Edwards as a theologian the issue is a simple one: either 
contingency and the liberty of self-determination must be 
run out of the world, or God will be shut out. . . . When 
Edwards thinks of a single action of the human will caus- 
ing the state of mankind to be vastly different from what 
it would otherwise have been for all succeeding generations, 
he immediately points out how this volition itself depend- 
ed on countless other men’s volitions of the same and pre- 
ceding generations. If these volitions each and all together 
start out of nothing into existence, then truly the moral and 
historical world is so unordered as to be repugnant both 
to sound reason and true divinity. In such a situation, God 
‘must have little else to do, but to mend broken links as 
well as He can, and be rectifying His disjointed frame and 
disordered movements, in the best manner the case will 
allow. The supreme Lord of all things must needs be under 
great and miserable disadvantages, in governing the world 
which He has made, and has the care of, through His being 
utterly unable to find out things of chief importance, which 
hereafter may befall His system; which if He did but know, 
He might make seasonable provision for.’ The end of the 
natural world is the moral world, and in any case the con- 
sequences of a single human volition, when traced out, are 
so immense as to destroy the providence of God if the will 
determines itself. Therefore, Edwards believes, ‘it is in- 
deed as repugnant to reason, to suppose that an act of the 
will should come into existence without a cause, as to sup- 
pose the human soul, or an angel, or the globe of the earth, 
or the whole universé should come into existence without 
a cause.’” 

After this searching summary Ramsey says, “Liberal 
theology in the modern period might have gained in firm- 
ness and substance if it had stopped to answer Edwards. 
Indeed, in the present day one wishes that theologians who 
affirm God’s prescience without predetermination would 
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Jonathan Edwards 
“Jonathan Edwards had the 
most original and penetrat- 
ing intellect of Colonial 
Anglo-America, and he ap- 
plied it to the most funda- 
mental question of the ages, 
the relationship between 
man and God.” 

—Samuel Eliot Morison, Rear 
Admiral USNR (Ret.) 
Author of 14-volume History 
of United States Naval Op- 
erations in World War Il; 
Jonathan Trumbull Professor 
of American History at Harvard University, and Harvard's 
Official Historian; author of many works on colonial 
history, the latest being The Story of the “Old Colony” 
of New Plymouth (1956). 
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Some thoughts on 


FUNDAMENTALIST 
INFALLIBILITY 


By PAUL R. EDWARDS 


Pastor of the Stewartsville Presbyterian Church, Stewarts- 
ville, N. J., the author was graduated from Occidental Col- 
lege and from Fuller Seminary. He received the degree of 
Master of Theology from Princeton Seminary in 1956 for 
his thesis upon Brunner’s concept of revelation. 


Tr writer of this article is a chastened fundamentalist 

who feels that the time has long since passed for judg- 
ment to begin with his own household. Although he refuses 
to be labeled, he is conservative and evangelical in his the- 
ology. He is a theological fundamentalist who is shocked 
and appalled not only by his movement's contentiousness 
but also_by its total unwillingness to acknowledge its glar- 
ing weaknesses and to repent of them. 

He comes, not as an enemy, but as its loyal disciple who 
would see it purified and strengthened. He has studied with 
open mind his own religious heritage as well as the others 
which now dominate the contemporary scene. This objec- 
tive approach has led him to see the great weaknesses of 
his own group and the elements of truth which are to be 
found in other theological perspectives. He is bewildered 
by the attitude of his group that it alone has the whole 
truth, and that it alone is true to Christ. He is amazed at 
this fantastic pride which refuses to entertain the possibility 
that any other Christian movement has any truth. Why is 
it that we can accept our loved ones, while frankly admit- 
ting their faults, yet find it impossible to confess that our 
religious group has any weaknesses? How can a movement 
composed of sinful and frail believers hide behind the ab- 
surd pretension of infallibility? Are we so insecure that we 
dare not face our own limitations? 

The writer believes that our great weakness has been the 
sin of tabloid thinking. In our minds everything is either 
black or white. We have failed to understand that in reality 
nothing is like this. There are always shadings of gray. We 
have acted as though we were completely right and our op- 
ponents were completely wrong. This approach may have 


had some justification during the fundamentalist-modernist_ 


controversy. Then the issues were sharply defined with these 
two groups on opposite ends of the theological continuum. 
But the contemporary scene is far more complex. Appar- 
ently we do not understand that a theological revolution 
has taken place. Neo-orthodoxy now dominates the semi- 
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naries on the Continent and in America. We have made the 
disastrous mistake of equating it with liberalism and re- 
jecting it on that basis. This betrays a totally undiscerning 
mode of thinking because a little investigation would show 
us that neo-orthodoxy is a violent revolt against liberalism! 
The theologians of neo-orthodoxy were initially liberals 
who, in sensing the futility of this position, broke away 
from it in the direction of orthodoxy. 


Liberals rejected the deity of Jesus Christ, His miracles, 
and His bodily resurrection. They affirmed the fatherhood 
of God for all men regardless of their attitude toward 
Christ. They rejected the miracles of the Bible and looked 
upon it as nothing more than a human document. Neo- 
orthodoxy is radically different. After studying Barth and 
Brunner, its leading proponents, critically and objectively, 
the writer is prepared to debate with anyone who would 
cast doubts upon them and intimate that they are not 
Christian scholars in every sense of the term. 

What determines whether a person is a Christian or not? 
A Christian is one who believes in the deity of Jesus Christ; 
one who believes that man, a lost sinner, is saved solely and 
completely by Christ who earned his salvation for him 
through His life, death and resurrection; one who repents 
of his sins and turns to Christ in faith and obedience and 
receives Him as his Savior and Lord. This is what makes 
a person a Christian, and this is what Barth, Brunner, and 
neo-orthodoxy believe. 


Apparently this is not enough for us. Apparently others 
are worthy of our fellowship only when they go beyond ac- 
cepting the gospel and -agree with us right down the line 
on a long list of doctrinal interpretations. In other words, 
we display a pride which demands more of others than our 
Savior and Lord does! Is this not precisely what the apostle 
Paul was fighting against in Galatians? The only difference 
is that in place of circumcision we have substituted a list 
of doctrines. According to the New Testament, the basis for 
Christian fellowship is a common faith in and obedience to 
Jesus Christ. We have been guilty of rejecting this and sub- 
stituting for it the acceptance of a particular doctrinal posi- 
tion. We have refused to embrace within our fellowship 
true believers whose only “sin” is that they cannot honestly 
agree with us at every point. I fear that we are exposing 
ourselves to divine judgment for rejecting another group 
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of Christians on the grounds that they do not see eye-to-eye 
with us on matters other than those required for salvation. 
When we are true to the faith which we profess, we cannot 
exclude any believer from our fellowship. We have the 
right, and perhaps the duty, to disagree with him strongly 
on doctrinal matters but only as recognized fellow members 
of God’s great family on earth. 

An honest study of church history will show us how blind 
we have been in our conviction that a true believer must 
hold our particular doctrinal position. Having made a 
thorough study of Christian doctrine in every age since the 
early church, the writer has been impressed by one ines- 
capable fact. Every doctrine of our faith has been inter- 
preted in many ways by godly, Christian scholars! We need 
to be reminded that a believer's salvation and his theologi- 
cal orientation are two very different things. Of course, a 
modicum of theology is absolutely necessary in order for a 
person to become a Christian. This core essential for salva- 
tion is belief in the deity of Jesus Christ and the belief 
that one is saved by Christ’s life, death and resurrection. 
When the writer differentiates between a person’s salvation 
and his theology, he speaks of theology in a qualified sense. 
He has reference to the superstructure of theological con- 
victions which have been erected upon the saving core 
without which a person is not a Christian. Having made 
this distinction, we see that a person’s salvation is the prod- 
uct of a divine miracle; his theology is the product of 
human labor. His salvation is acquired through his will by 
faith; his theology is acquired through his intellect by 
discursive thought. There is only one type of saving faith 
and every Christian has it, but there is a vast array of 
human theologies. The basis for Christian fellowship rests 
1pon what God has done in the human heart, not upon 
what man has done with the human mind. The infallible 
Son of God makes Christians; fallible human men make 
theologies. 

We who do not seem able to make this distinction need 
‘o learn a great lesson from church history. If we are right 
n our attitude then we are driven to the staggering conclu- 
sion that there were no true Christians until our movement 
came upon the scene a few years ago! I am confident that 
no one is prepared to make such a fantastic assertion, but 
if not, why do we continue to act as though it were true? 

We believe in a rather literalistic interpretation of the 
Scriptures based upon the findings of history and grammar. 
The writer is convinced that this approach alone does full 
justice to the intent of the text; but can we ignore the 
obvious fact that this is a relatively new method of biblical 
interpretation? Every scholar knows that the allegorical 
method was in vogue for centuries within the church. Dare 
we contend that those Christian scholars who spiritualized 
what we believe to be literal truth were not true believers 
in Christ? Such an attitude would be folly, yet once we 
admit that they were devoted Christians we have no basis 
for rejecting those today who interpret the doctrines of the 
faith otherwise than we do. 

We who believe in the literal interpretation of Genesis 
1-3 must confess that many of the pillars of the church have 
not so believed. None other than St. Augustine, the greatest 
Christian aside from the apostle Paul, held another view 
regarding the creation account. If he were alive today, it is 
doubtful that with this black mark against him he could 
escape being looked upon as an outcast by our movement. 
Surely this should convince us of the fallaciousness of our 
attitude. 
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We who believe in the substitutionary atonement must’ 
face the fact that it was never even worked out with preci- 
sion until the coming of Anselm in the eleventh centiiry. 
We who would lay down our lives in defense of the pre- 
tribulation rapture must be scholarly enough to discover 
when this view achieved its birth in history. Even a cursory 
study will convince any sincere person that this eschatologi- 
cal belief is nothing more than an infant in swaddling 
clothes. We who make the millennium a criterion for fel- 
lowship should know enough about the official creeds of the 
church to acknowledge it has never been mentioned in a 
single one of them. If this is the life and death matter 
we assume it to be, it is strange that the church of Jesus 
Christ has failed to share our conviction. 

Those of us who staunchly believe in the verbal, plenary 
inspiration of the Scriptures will find it imposible to prove 
that such a view of inspiration received any dominance be- 
fore John Calvin in the sixteenth century. We have our 
theology wrapped in a tightly packed system so logically 
consistent that it is difficult for us to understand how any 
Christian could disagree with us. When this does happen 
we immediately question his sincerity or suspect that he 
has been tainted with heresy. Whether we will admit it or 
not, our doctrinal position is not so obviously and clearly 
reflected in the Bible as we think. We have been led to 
this false assumption by our theological conditioning. We 
forget that our theology has been handed down to us 
through the ages upon a silver platter, as it were. We have 
reaped where others have labored. We who have all the 
answers in 1957 tend to forget that the early church, with 
the same Bible as we have, had very few of the answers in 
the third century. It hardly regarded the Bible as lucid a 
reflection of doctrine as we do today. It took centuries of 
white-hot controversy for the church to hammer out even 
such basic doctrines as the two natures of Christ and the 
Trinity. Our convictions about such things have not come 
to us directly from the Scriptures; rather they have been 
acquired directly from church history. Since they were ex- 
tracted from the Bible, we approach the Word of God with 
these a priori doctrinal beliefs and readily recognize the scat- 
tered component parts at once. We are like St. Thomas 


(Continued on page 48) 








drop has run in.” A cowboy in the audience remarked, “If that’s 
true V'll bet there are wiggletails in that cup!” Thank God that He 
gives no stagnant experiences. In fact He not interested 
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LOSING GOD 


It is gloriously true that a believer 
cannot get out of Christ any more than 
Christ can get out of God. But there is 
a sense in which the believer can lose 
the vivid awareness of God’s presence, 
the knowledge of His strength in his 
life, the joy of knowing that there is 
nothing between him and his Lord. 

Even more terrible is the fact that 
these things can be lost slowly, subtly, 
even while we are talking about Him. 
It happens when formality in religion 
supersedes the warmth of personal ex- 
perience. It happens when the cares of 
this world and the deceitfulness of rich- 
es choke the spiritual seed that has been 
planted within us. 

Such loss in any great segment of the 
church is accompanied by particular 
signs. Religious leaders try to shift the 
machinery of the church into higher 
gear. People run faster and faster doing 
things, doing things, doing things. In- 
stead of the effortless flow of life under 
the power of the Holy Spirit, there is 
increased clanking of organizational 
wheels. There is more trying than trust- 
ing. There is more activity and less de- 
votion. One committee surveys the situa- 
tion and brings in a report. The report 
is accepted and filed, and another com- 
mittee is appointed to survey another 
phase of the same problem. There are 
meetings and studies and more reports 
filed. 

A close analysis of the situation shows 
that as men give God less and less to 
do, the human part becomes more and 
more difficult to accomplish. God never 
meant it to be so. He has always taught 
us that without Him we can do nothing. 
But man just cannot accept the fact 
that the human part is to rest in the 
Lord and to stand with hands out- 
stretched to Him for each day’s supply 
and assignment of each day’s task. 

God meant the Christian life to be 
directed and motivated by the Holy 
Spirit. If we accept His leading for the 
next half hour and do what He wants 
us to do during that half hour, it will 
then be time to consider what He wants 
us to do in the following half hour. 
And this is not impractical. He will 
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show you, perhaps, on Wednesday, the 
dim outline of a task that you will not 
undertake until Sunday; but He will 
show you how to prepare for that task 
on Wednesday. 

There will be no mad rushes, no 
frenzy of half-doing too many things. 
There will be quietness and confidence 
which is our strength (Isa. 30:15). 


THE CHRISTIAN AND CULTURE 


Occasionally we run across’ an edi- 
torial in some other publication that is 
so good that we want to pass it on to 
our readers. The following is from The 
Life of Faith, London, written by one 
of their staff who uses the pen name of 
Cyclops. In classical antiquity Cyclops 
was one of three one-eyed giants, sons 
of Heaven and Earth, who lived on the 
island of Sicily and made thunderbolts 
for Zeus. I hope that the following from 
the forge of the London Cyclops will 
strike fire here. 

Cyclops had written about the abuse 
of music in evangelical circles and 
raised a lot of dust and some interesting 
replies. In reply to one correspondent 
he writes: 

“Does not the Holy Spirit use music 
as a device to bring conviction to his 
hearers? If He does not, then the use of 
other branches of the arts must be ques- 
tioned. For example, when the Bible is 
to be read in public, ought we to ask 
an incompetent reader to use a poor 
translation lest the congregation should 
be deeply moved by a more poetic ren- 
dering? Such an argument leads to an 
intolerable state of affairs where skill 
and efficiency in any form become re- 
garded as worldly. 

“This broadens the whole scope of the 
subject, and introduces us to one of the 
most difficult and important questions 
of the day—What is the Evangelical at- 
titude to culture? When the artist or 
the muscian is converted does he have 
to renounce his gifts? Is painting ‘world- 
ly’? Should a Christian spend time com- 
posing or making music, when he ought 
to be winning souls? 

“Now we must admit that this is an 
extremely complicated question. Some 
Evangelicals have undoubtedly implied, 


if they have not stated it in as many 
words, that there is really no room for 
culture, as such, in the Christian life. 
Concert-going, art criticism, literary ex- 
ercises, the writing of poetry (except 
hymns, of course)—all these are worldly 
superfluities that should be dropped by 
the ‘keen’ Christian. They involve mix- 
ing with worldly company (those dread- 
ful Art Schools!) and they result in the 
waste of time and effort and money; 
they just cannot be fitted into the pro- 
gram of a really out-and-out Christian. 

“The results of this attitude are to 
be seen all around us. Because we must 
not study art, our places of worship are 
all too often formless monstrosities, 
combining the worst of a random sample 
of architectural and decorative styles. 
We have neither the skill to create nor 
the taste to assess what is good. Because 
music is treated merely as an accessory, 
we sing hymns and choruses which either 
reflect the lowest contemporary styles, 
or have no style at all. And some of the 
verses which are set to the music would 
not even have been written by an elec- 
tronic brain. Because literary criticism 
is a non-permissible luxury, and in- 
volves us in the reading of some ex- 
tremely doubtful books, our magazines 
and papers are taken up with articles 
written in the best styles of the fourth 
grade. 

“I know that these are generalizations, 
and every reader will be able to point 
to exceptions—some of them very not- 
able indeed. But I stand by them as gen- 
eral descriptions of the state of things 
in our circles to-day. And it all points 
in the same direction—that it is time for 
us to take culture seriously, and to stop 
this boycotting of the arts in the name 
of ‘separation.’ 

“But is there then no danger at all? 
No reason for the reluctance to allow 
time and money for such things? This 
is where the rub comes. There is a 
sense in which, since we are ‘men of 
two worlds,’ we are always walking a 
tightrope, trying to preserve a balance 
between what is right and proper, and 
what is not. This particular question of 
culture is about the trickiest rope of 
them all—and it crosses just about the 
deepest chasm! For there is no doubt 
that an interest in art or music or lit- 
erature can run away with a man, and 
dominate his thought to the exclusion 
even of God Himself. But then so can 
money, or sport, or even ecclesiastical 
politics. We cannot avoid the tightrope 
—not if we are genuinely committed to 
getting to grips with the contemporary 
needs of mankind. 

“The only safeguard—here as every- 
where—is to preserve a pure motive, and 
to do all ‘to the glory of God.’ At this 
point Cyclops comes back to his hobby- 
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THANKSGIVING AND WARNING 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


During the last thirty years the de- 
tached historian could have watched the 
formation of a new denomination in 
American Protestantism, complete with 
ministerial association, churches, mis- 
sionary societies and denominational 
magazine. Its churches do not all carry 
the same name on their bulletin boards 
but it is nevertheless a complete de- 
nomination. Its founders were moved by 
what they thought were the highest 
motives, and it is a cause for thanks- 
giving that some of their leaders are 
now taking a second look and are seeing 
dangers and pitfalls even for those who 
thought that they were “following the 
Lord” in all things. 

The denomination is the Independent 
Fundamental Churches of America. Its 
publication is The Voice. The second 
look is described in a recent editorial 
entitled, “The One-String Fiddle.” 

The editor of The Voice, after pay- 
ing tribute to the men who founded the 
churches a quarter of a century ago, 
suggests that the “good thing” of the 
founders is in danger of becoming a 
“hobby” today: “There is a grave danger 
of such a movement as the IFCA play- 
ing upon a ‘one-string fiddle’—namely, 
an attack upon apostasy. Twenty-seven 
years ago... a great struggle was 
going on in the older denominations 
and many men and churches were com- 
ing out. In order to encourage this 


exodus . . . the IFCA lifted its ban- 
ner. . . . Separation from apostasy was 
the rallying cry. . . . Now times are dif- 
ferent. . . . There is no mass exodus 


from apostate denominations today. . . . 
Separatist movements from now on 
must multiply themselves. They cannot 
expect to be multiplied by gaining ad- 
herents from the old apostate denomi- 
nations. Today the rallying-cry should 
cease to be separation from apos- 
Re ae, 

There is some cause for thanksgiving 
in most of this. It is a good thing when 
men recognize old errors and seek to 
correct them. If The Voice is to be fully 
honest, it must admit that the greatest 
forces for orthodoxy at work in America 
today are inside the old denominations. 
Nowhere can more doctrinal orthodoxy 
be found than among great denomina- 
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tions—Southern Baptists, Missouri Synod 
Lutherans, the Reformed Church in 
America and the Christian Reformed 
Church, to name only a few. 

So we are not to hear as much about 
separation from apostasy as in earlier 
years, because the movement in the 
theological world today is definitely 
toward the conservative position. Out- 
standing leaders may repudiate “funda- 
mentalism,” as Carl Henry has so strik- 
ingly done in a recent issue of Christi- 
anity Today, but at the same time move 
more solidly into a strong evangelical 
position which accepts all the funda- 
mental truths. 

The great mistake of the pioneers 
in the IFCA movement was that they 
taught separation from fellow believers. 
Although not so presumptuous as to 
suggest that they themselves were pure 
wheat, they took over the job of de- 
ciding who were wheat and who were 
tares. Moreover those leaders who know 
church history may be disturbed to see 
that their movement somewhat parallels 
tlie Methodist movement of a century 
and a half ago. For the chief thrust of 
the IFCA during the twenty-five years 
has been against the Methodist church 
for its alleged apostasy. Will there be 
another come-outer movement a cen- 
tury from now to take true believers 
from among the apostates of the IFCA? 

The Bible teaches separation from in- 
dividual apostates who deny the deity 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. But many be- 
lievers do not know though the Bible 
commands us to separate from Unitar- 
ians and others who deny the lordship 
of Jesus Christ, the eternal Word, no- 
where does the Bible suggest that be- 
lievers separate from each other be- 
cause of differences in interpretation of 
even important doctrines. The only 
grounds for separation between believers 
are moral. If a believer is caught in a 
lie, he must be excluded from the com- 
munion table until he confesses his sin 
and repents. There must be separation 
where there is moral lapse, but there is 
never a hint of separation because of 
doctrinal differences. For example, I 
know some born-again believers who do 
not believe in eternal punishment. I 
believe in this doctrine, but if I am to 
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obey the Bible, I cannot make this a 
ground for separation or breaking of 
fellowship. I am wary of people who 
deny Christ’s teaching about Hell, and 
I may not invite them to preach in my 
church, but I will not deny that they are 
believers, or refuse to work with them 
in some spheres. 

The tragedy of founding a denomi- 
nation in the spirit of the IFCA is that 
these believers separate from the main 
body of Christ, as though the left hand 
should move off by itself because it 
thought the foot was not stressing 
proper balance between thumb and 
fingers. The more I read the Word of 
God, the more I realize that no group 
has any right to go off in a corner and 
say, “We are the trustees of our par- 
ticular and peculiar doctrines.” This is 
schism in the body of Christ. It is sin 
for any group to say, “We must be 
separate because God has given to us 
a peculiar emphasis upon holiness.” Or 
the “peculiar emphasis” may be on some 
phase of the work of the Holy Spirit, 
or line of prophecy, or stress on free 
will; and so on, ad nauseam. 

The Holy Spirit does not reserve par- 
ticular and peculiar doctrines for cer- 
tain groups. He works with the whole 
church. The eye is not a denomination 
working for itself, it works for the whole 
body. The eye watches where the foot is 
placed, and warns the arm to ward off a 
blow aimed at the chin. The ear listens 
and warns the arm to strike at the 
wasp which would sting the cheek. The 
legs carry the whole body about, and 
they cannot travel in different direc- 
tions. Like it or not, the human body is 
very “interdenominational,” very “ecu- 
menical.” And there is no danger in 
this. 

I repeat, the Holy Spirit does not 
have any particular and peculiar doc- 
trines. Any group that says it has been 
raised up by God to emphasize a par- 
ticular phase of truth is clearly out of 
His will, for He has declared that we 
are to live by every word that proceeds 
out of His mouth. The whole counsel 
of God must be declared, and we must 
not shun to declare it. 


(Continued on page 44) 
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Another of the “unimportant” people of the 


Bible who can teach us living today 
By HERBERT F. STEVENSON 


» the praise of God the human tongue finds its highest 
employ. Words become weighted with gold when they are 
addressed in adoration to the Almighty. Spoken words will 
not suffice, however, to express the devotion of the heart 
when conscious of the high privilege of worshiping the 
Maker of heaven and earth. No wonder that David, “the 
sweet singer of Israel,” exclaimed, “Make a joyful noise 
unto the Lord . . . Come before his presence with singing”; 
“Sing aloud unto God our strength: make a joyful noise 
unto the God of Jacob”; “Sing unto him, sing psalms. . .” 
for in singing and making melody unto the Lord, His people 
can more worthily express their devotion than in sober 
speech. But even singing will not itself satisfy the desire of 
truly thankful hearts to exalt and magnify His holy name; 
the aid of every appropriate musical instrument is sum- 
moned to swell the anthem of the redeemed—“Praise the 
Lord with the harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and 
an instrument of ten strings. Sing unto him a new song; 
play skillfully with a loud noise.” 

Doubtless the patriarchs sang on occasion spontaneous out- 
bursts of exalted homage. How could Adam have forborne to 
sing in Eden, when God drew near in the cool of the day; or 
Abraham, when he foresaw the day of Christ and was glad; 
or Jacob, when the sun rose upon hiro at Peniel, and he 
limped forward unto the new day a prince with God? But 
singing is in Scripture regarded especially as a means «° 
corporate worship by the assembled people of God. It 
therefore came into its own when Israel, as a nation, rea- 
lized their privilege as the covenant people. 

Moses was the first to lead the newly redeemed nation in 
singing, after they had crossed the Red Sea; and he coin- 
posed a psalm for the occasion—thus making the first con- 
tribution to the psalmody of Israel, which in course of 
time became the richest treasury of devotion and worship 
for all the ransomed of the Lord, of all races and all gen- 
erations. And from that very beginning of singing the 
praises of God in unison, music has mingled with the 
human voice—for “Miriam the prophetess took a timbrel 
in her hand: and all the women went out after her with 
timbrels and with dances. And Miriam answered them, Sing 
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ye to the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously; the horse 
and his rider hath he thrown into the sea” (Exod. 15:1-21). 
That was the inception of the musical accompaniment of 
congregational worship, from which has developed all the 
church music of our day. 

Musical instruments were not originally devised for pur- 
poses of worship. To the contrary, “Jubal [i.e., “music 
player”) was the father of all such as handle the harp and 
organ,” and he was of the lineage of Cain, whose ungodly 
course is recounted in Genesis 4:16-24. But the gift of 
music and of music-making is from God and was rightly 
claimed and consecrated for His service. General William 
Booth was following a sound principle when he com- 
manded the Salvation Army to make use of well-known 
tunes in their open-air work, exclaiming, “Why should the 
devil have all the best tunes!” 

We do not know a great deal about the musical aspect 
of the tabernacle services, but during the reign of David 
this manifestly became quite elaborate. Himself a musician 
as well as a poet, David appointed Asaph as choirmaster 
and chief of the musicians, to train the choirs and orchestra, 
with a view to their leading the worship of the nation in 
the temple he hoped to build. Although David was denied 
the privilege of erecting that House of God, he prepared 
for it not only by gathering and dedicating treasure and 
materials, but also by cultivating the spirit of worship and 
formulating the ritual in which it should be expressed. In 
this, Asaph was his henchman; to Asaph many of his psalms 
were addressed, and Asaph himself composed a number of 
them. 

A Levite, and therefore from birth dedicated to the serv- 
ice of God, Asaph is first mentioned as one of the three 
principal musicians (I Chron. 18:16-19) and was later pro- 
moted to be their chief. He also established a “school of 
sacred music” whose students, “the sons of Asaph”—whether 
literally his descendants or only metaphorically so is not 
certain—became the leaders of the temple worship for many 
generations. What a privilege was his, in developing the 
musical aspect of the worship of the elect nation, at that 
formative period and under the inspired guidance of 
David! How his heart must have thrilled as he trained the 
choir and orchestra and then led them in their praises on 
that glad day of the bringing of the Ark of the Covenant 
into Jerusalem! That was his crowning day. Looking back 
across the centuries we can catch something of the joy and 
exhilaration of it. Who of us, no matter how unmusical, 
has not at some time on hearing a renowned orchestra and 
massive choir wished we could stand on the conductor's 
rostrum and command such glorious melody with our baton! 
In such an hour the music master reigns supreme. Asaph 
experienced his “crowded hour of glorious life” in leading 

(Continued on page 46) 












The Origin of Life 


A CHRISTIAN VIEW 


By C. Peter Wagner 


D° you believe everything you read? Everything you hear? 
Of course not. In fact it’s hard to think of accepting any 
statement at all without first making some kind of judg- 
ment concerning its truth or falsity. Often the judgment is 
more or less automatic, but none-the-less it is important. 
When the telephone rings, for example, you are forced 
quickly to judge whether the person at the other end of 
the line is really who he claims to be. If you fail to judge, 
or make the wrong judgment, you may some day suffer the 
degree of embarrassment of the woman who blushingly 
answered the questions of the Kinsey surveyor over the 
telephone, only later to find that it was her husband. 

This is a relatively easy type of judgment, but unfortun- 
ately all are not quite.so simple. Furthermore, it seems to 
be an ingrained quality of human nature that the more 
complex a problem becomes, the more we try to escape test- 
ing all the evidences for statements about it that come our 
way. We believe many things just because we heard some- 
oné“say them or we read them somewhere. Sometimes this 
is all right, but sometimes not. It depends on the reason for 
it. For example, some things are simply not worth bother- 
ing about. If a person remarks to me that the hunting sea- 
son starts tomorrow in New Zealand, I answer, “So what?” 
It doesn’t make a bit of difference to me. Another legitimate 
reason for not investigating a statement is a case where 
the evidences are clearly out of reach for an ordinary per- 
son. I take the scientist’s word for it when I read that they 
are splitting atoms. How can I check that? 

But then there might be other reasons for not checking 
the evidences that are not quite so noble. For instance I 
might be too lazy. When the car salesman tells me that this 
auto gets 20 miles per gallon, if I’m too lazy to check I sim- 
ply pay the consequences and the gas bill. 

Again, I may fail to apply the tests for truth because I am 
afraid of what might happen if I am wrong. Take the 
statement: “A Christian can’t believe in evolution.” Is this 
true or false? From most Christians who call themselves 
“evangelicals” the answer would be a quick “true.” And it 
would come with about the same conviction as would the 
statement: “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 
The evidences for this latter statement, of course, are 
abundant and well known, but what are the evidences that 
prove a Christian can’t believe in evolution? The question 
is important to every believer. The information is accessible 
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if one is not too lazy. to search it out. Why is it then that 
so many Christians have been content to believe what they 
hear on this subject? Why is it that, when pressed for rea- 
sons, so many Christians say, ““The Bible doesn’t teach it,” 
and quickly attempt to change the subject. Might it be that 
they are afraid to believe otherwise, and therefore keep away 
from the evidences? 

In my experience that was the case. Converted as a science 
major in a secular university, I was soon told by a campus 
Christian leader that if I were going to be a Christian I 
couldn’t believe in evolution. The Bible teaches against it 
I was told. I put up a weak protest, wondering how so many 
of my learned professors could be wrong, but I soon accepted 
what he said. From then on that proposition was among the 
cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith. I mentally turned 
on my professors. Those who leaned toward evolution were 
spirits of Antichrist, trying to overthrow my faith. I pro- 
ceeded to pull myself into my ready-made religious shell, 
and muttered, “Blasphemy,” whenever Darwin’s name was 
mentioned. I actually was afraid to listen to my teachers 
with an open mind, for to me, if they happened to be right 
the whole Christian faith would topple. 

But I later found that when one begins to examine the 
evidences for the so-called truth that the Bible teaches 
against evolution, the problem is at once much more com- 
plex than it first appears. First, one must ask, what do you 
mean by evolution? Then, on the side of science, where 
does the actual known data stop and human interpretation 
begin? Further, just exactly what does the Bible teach re- 
garding the origin of life and evolution of the species? 
Finally, is it possible that we can accept both the facts of 
science and the facts of the Bible without fear of contradic- 
tion? These four questions just about sum up the matter. 
Let’s try to answer them. 

First, what are the various theories of evolution? The most 
common one may be called “naturalistic evolution” or 
“total evolution.” This teaches that somewhere and some 
time in the dim, dark ages of the past—probably some 
200,000,000 years ago—natural forces somehow caused a life- 
less substance to change into a tiny living being or beings. 
Then from this humble start other natural forces took over 
bringing about slow, gradual changes until they produced all 
the plants and animals on earth including man. This theory, 
by definition, is atheistic, as is all purely naturalistic science. 
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Unfortunately, to many Christians the word “evolution” 
means this particular kind and nothing else. 

Others agree with the naturalists to the same broad out- 
line, but they hasten to add that it was the hand of God 
Himself that was guiding the whole process. This belief is 
called “theistic evolution.” Such outstanding Christian 
leaders as James Orr and A. H. Strong have taught this view. 

There are several minor theories which we shall skip over 
in order to emphasize two others recently suggested by a 
pair of the outstanding Christian thinkers of our day— 
Bernard Ramm, Director of Graduate Studies in Religion 
at Baylor University, and Edward John Carnell, President 
of Fuller Theological Seminary. Both men have made ser- 
ious attempts to fit the latest scientific findings into Bible- 
centered Christian theology. Dr. Ramm, in a recent book, 
claims the position of “progressive creation.” He states, “In 
summary, we accept progressive creationism which teaches 
that over the millions of years of geologic history God has 
been fiatly creating higher and higher forms of life.” 

Dr. Carnell calls his position “threshold evolution.” He 
defines it as “a wide and varied change within the ‘kinds’ 
originally created by God.” 

We shall return to evaluate these various theories, but at 
this point we have simply attempted to show that the word 
“evolution” must be further defined in our day. Instead of 
using the term “evolution” alone, one must say “‘naturalis- 
tic evolution,” “threshold evolution,” or what have you. 

Our second question asks: In the realm of science where 
does the actual observable data stop and where do the 
theories of interpretation begin? Contrary to some modern 
materialistic opinion, science has its limitations. It is neither 
omnipotent nor omniscient. To put it simply, science has 
two basic tasks. First it is accurately to measure and record 
all accessible data concerning nature. Then it is to take 
this data and attempt to find causal and structural rela- 
tionships that exist in a particular area of study. The former 
job is the easier of the two, and also the most objective. 
There the human factor is reduced to a minimum. Two or 
two hundred men will agree that the thermometer reads 
such and such or that the litmus paper is red instead of blue. 
But on the other hand the same two might not even come 
close to agreeing on the thing that caused the thermometer’s 
reading or the color of the litmus paper. The well-calcu- 
lated guesses that scientists make concerning a set of facts 
bear the respectable titles of hypothesis, theory, and law. 
One must remember, however, that the difference between 
these three is only one of degree and not of kind. They are 
all guesses, but some are surer and more generally accepted 
than others. 

So we see that for each set of observations that scien- 
tists make there are many possible theories of interpreta- 
tion. Certain ones, however, at once stand out as being 
better able to explain the given data. In many cases one 
theory stands far above any other in explaining certain 
phenomena. If so, scientists choose that theory to hold until 
a better one comes along. Today there is hardly a scientist 
who claims that any of his theories are absolute truth, im- 
mune to revision. Too many long-standing “laws” have 
been repealed in the past few decades. The world was satis- 
fied with the explanation of the universe proposed by 
Euclid and Newton for hundreds of years. Then Einstein 
came along. His theory explained the facts better than the 
others, so now it is generally accepted. 

What exactly, then, has science found concerning the 
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origin of life and of the various species? To catalog all of 
the data here is out of the question. We are limited both in 
space and ability. Instead, let us consult a recognized author- 
ity on the subject, George Gaylord Simpson of the American 
Museum of Natural History. His book, The Meaning of 
Evolution, has been a standard in the field. In his first 
chapter he reviews the scientific data, frankly recognizing 
its limitations. He credits fossils as being the “primary docu- 
ments of the historians of life,” and uses the fossil record as 
his starting point. He tells us that zoologists have classified 
all forms of animal life in fifteen to twenty broad groups 
called phyla. He then gives us a chart of the phyla which 
reveals the three following important generalizations: 

1. All of the phyla are of great antiquity. All have fossil 
records dating back 400,000,000 to 500,000,000 years. There 
is no evidence of earlier forms of animal life, nor have any 
new phyla appeared since. 

2. None of the basic types of life have become extinct. 

3. ‘Within each phylum the tendency has been for an 
increase in variety. “The usual pattern for any phylum, or 
for life as a whole, is to appear in relatively few forms and 
later to become vastly more diversified.” 

Finally in a later statement he says, “Transitional types 
are not invariably lacking in the record. A multitude of 
them are known between species, many between genera, a 
few between classes, but none, it is true, between phyla.” 

These observations may seem quite technical, but they 
are extremely important as we shall see. Note well that 
these statements are not a matter of opinion, but rather fall 
into the area of well-verified fact. At this point we have 
simply indicated in a brief and broad manner the limits of 
the data that scientists possess. 

Now for the third of our questions: what does the 
Bible have to say on the whole matter? Let us begin by 
stating that we believe the Bible to be the very Word of 
God in the highest possible sense. But we are not raising 
the question of biblical inspiration. Our job here is to 
find out what God is telling us in His inspired book. We 

(Continued on page 42) 








An antique collector passing through a small village stopped to 
watch an old man chopping wood with an ancient ax. “That's a 
mighty old ax you have there,” he remarked. “Yup,” said the villager, 
“it once belonged to George Washington.” “Not really!” gasped the 
collector. “It has certainly stood up well.” “Of course,” admitted the 
old man, it’s had three new handles and two new heads.” 

What better way is there to describe the claims of the Roman 
church to be directly descended from Christ? Every time tradition 
has come into play, a portion of the truth has been discarded and a 
new part has taken its place. Aside from the slim wedge of truth that 
holds axhead and handle together, there is nothing genuine. 


Christ's power is our power in the measure in which we are like Him 13 











WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





CIGARETTES, STATISTICS AND DEATH 


The American Cancer Society reports 
to the American Medical Association 
that there is “an extremely high associa- 
tion between cancer and cigarette smok- 
ing.” But, says the Tobacco Industry 
Research Committee, the Association's 
report is based only on statistics, and 
statistics do not prove a cause-and-effect 
relationship. The origins of cancer, ac- 
cording to the Committee, will event- 
ually be learned by careful laboratory 
and clinical study. 

This is much like the problem of the 
common cold. When we go coatless in 
zero weather, we catch cold. So do most 
of our friends. From these “statistics,” 
should we learn to wear coats on cold 
days? Or should we wait for a “careful 
laboratory and clinical study” to dis- 
cover the “cause-and-effect relation- 
ship,” if any, between coats, cold days, 
and colds? To sensible people, the an- 
swer is obvious. 

The Tobacco Industry Committee is 
composed of sensible people. Why don’t 
they see this point as it relates to cigar- 
ettes? Their judgment, it seems, is 
clouded by the smoke of billions and 
billions and billions of cigarettes that 
they sell annually to American men, 
women, and children at a vast profit. 

Deaths from lung cancer are always 
higher among smokers than among non- 
smokers. Among the  two-pack-a-day 
men, they are 123 per cent higher. To 
the United States Public Health Service, 
these statistical facts are enough. In 
mid-July, the Surgeon General support- 
ed the Cancer Society: “Many import- 
ant public health advances,” he said, 
“have been developed on the basis of 
statistical or epidemiological informa- 
tion.” But he added further that labora- 
tory studies support the same conclu- 
sion. 

Church leaders were among the first 
to be convinced that cigarette smoking 
is wrong. “Thou shalt not kill” applies 
to self-killing as well as to the killing 
of others. It also applies to the con- 
scious shortening of one’s own life. 

When can action be expected? From 
our own government, perhaps not soon. 
We produce more than 400 billion cig- 
arettes a year. The tobacco companies 
have the money, the growers and work- 
ers have the political influence to pre- 
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Attempt to Enforce Blue Laws Backfires on Legalistic Christians 
Three Reports on China Have Conflicting Views 


vent prompt action. Advertising budgets 
will keep the newspapers on their side. 
And the federal government itself gets 
a billion and a half a year in tobacco 
taxes. Perhaps countries like Sweden, 
that make less money from tobacco, will 
start the ball rolling. That nation has 
already forbidden all cigarette and to- 
bacco advertising. 

The cause-and-effect relationship be- 
tween cigarettes and horrible death and 
the moral reasons against smoking them 
may never penetrate the profit-hardened 
skulls and hearts of the tobacco indus- 
try. But, sooner or later, the people will 
understand it. And then the govern- 
ment will have to act in the public wel- 
fare. 


BLUE-LAW ENFORCEMENT BACKFIRES 


The attempt of the Lord’s Day Alli- 
ance to ban Sunday baseball in Van- 
couver, British Columbia, has brought 
an announcement from enemies of the 
blue laws that they will swear out war- 
rants for violation of the same law and 
will close golf clubs, the symphony con- 
certs, sightseeing buses, soft drink stands 
in the parks, all transportation, drug 
stores, radio and television stations, the 
city’s zoo, and the renting of rowboats 
on a park lake. The Vancouver Sun 
published an editorial expressing the 
hope that the police would attempt this 
total shutdown, saying, “It will strip the 
hypocrisy from the way the Lord’s Day 
Act has been enforced in British Colum- 
bia. It will spur the Alliance on to 
greater puritanism—and its own ulti- 
mate defeat.” Situations like this always 
arise when Christians fall into the error 
of legalism and seek to force so-called 
Christian principles on an unregenerate 
world. 


CONFLICTING REPORTS ON CHINA 


Canon H. M. Arrowsmith, an Aus- 
tralian evangelical Anglican, recently 
reported (ETERNITY, March, 1957) that 
“there is something of a moral reforma- 
tion going on in China.” But lately, 
Father Fulgence Gross, imprisoned for 
six years, has told Congress how the 
Reds forced him to “write and write 
and rewrite and rewrite” his confession 
that he was an agent of the FBI. He 
has given a bloodcurdling account of his 


torture by jailers and fellow prisoners. 
“I can say almost with a certainty, that 
is a 90 per cent certainty, that the gov- 
ernment knew this was going on,” he 
testified, and that these men are “pos- 
sessed by the Devil.” This last remark 
was sincerely and literally intended. 
Father Gross was not using a figure of 
speech. 

If the reader is confused by the differ- 
ence between the Gross and the Arrow- 
smith versions, the writer cannot solve 
his dilemma. We can only weigh a few 
circumstances and possible motives that 
might affect the judgments of the two 
witnesses, then hope for an early clari- 
fication of the facts. 

Father Gross’ opinion was developed 
behind prison bars, Canon Arrowsmith’s 
on an official visit to China. The Canon, 
perhaps, had a better “birdseye” view. 
But the priest must have had a good, 
long, look at the ugly underside of the 
fish 


Protestants and Roman Catholics 
would also disagree on the “Three Self 
Movement” now gaining ground in the 
Chinese Christian Churches—self-sup- 
port, self-government and self-propaga- 
tion. Protestants tolerate such home 
rule; in the past they have even encour- 
aged it. But to Catholics, with Roman 
centralism and infallibility as an article 
of faith, such local independence would 
be abhorrent. 

Canon Arrowsmith says that the new 
Chinese government has brought about 
a great improvement in the morals of 
the people, has abolished corruption, 
bribery, gambling, horseracing and pros- 
titution and has prohibited adultery, 
emancipated women, improved health 
standards and, generally, has been stable 
and reliable. The Communists explain 
that revolution anywhere and in any 
century has been accompanied by ex- 
cesses. But even accepting this, we can- 
not but feel that either (a) Canon Ar- 
rowsmith has been deceived by the 
Chinese Reds, or (b) Father Gross, after 
years of misery, is now “seeing devils.” 

Dr. Carl E. Lund-Quist, Executive 
Secretary of the Lutheran World Feder- 
ation, has “serious questions on the wis- 
dom of keeping China out of the 
United Nations, and also of the lack of 
diplomatic relations between the United 
States and Red China.” But Senator 
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John Kennedy, a few days after his fa- 

ther's visit to the Pope, said that recog: 
nition should not be granted “until the 
Chinese Communists have indicated 
willingness to meet us half way.” Spe- 
cifically he suggested a declaration 
about the American prisoners, of whom 
eight out of nine are Roman Catholic 
priests. 


JAPANESE CHURCHMEN PRAISE CHINESE 
CHURCH 


The Japanese churchmen who went 
to Red China have returned lauding the 
government-sponsored Three-Self Move- 
ment church as the only way to achieve 
real freedom of religion. 

Rev. Junichi Asano, leader of the 
fifteen-member delegation, has urged 
that Japan’s churches copy China by 
throwing off the control of foreign mis- 
sionaries. Answering reporters’ ques- 
tions, he said, “As far as we could see, 
there was religious freedom in Com- 
munist China. As far as we could see, 
Christians have full freedom of evan- 
gelization.” 

At a welcome rally in the Tokyo 
YMCA the Rev. Mr. Asano, who is pas- 
tor of the Mitake Kyodan Church, de- 
clared that the age of foreign missions 
has passed and a new age of independ- 
ence has dawned. He said that the big 
mistake of the China missionafies was 
in keeping their hand on the churches 
“too heavy and too long.” 

Rev. Kaneya Oda, a Free Methodist, 
compared the China of today with the 
China of twelve years ago when he was 
a pastor in Peking. He said there are 
now no robbers or prostitutes, no tip- 
ping is demanded, and everybody loves 
the State. Mr. Oda said he had received 
many letters from missionaries and oth- 
ers warning him not to go to Commun- 
ist China, but he “had to go in spite of 
their protests.” Stating that there is free- 
dom of faith in China, and that the ef- 
forts of the Chinese Christian Church 
are responsible for the nation’s inde- 
pendence from foreign missionaries, he 
asked that Japan follow China’s ex- 
ample. 


NORTH INDIA CHURCH FORMED 


After 28 years of negotiations, the 
North India Church Union Plan was 
unanimously approved at a meeting in 
Pachmarhi, India, of representatives of 
seven denominational bodies. 

The plan provides for the organic 
merger of the Church of India, Pakis- 
tan, Burma and Ceylon, the United 
Church of Northern India, the Metho- 
dist Church in Southern Asia, the Meth- 
odist Church (British and Australian 
Conference), the congregations associ- 
ated with Baptist missionary societies in 
India and Pakistan, the Church of the 
Brethren, and the Disciples of Christ. 
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CONTEMPORARY 


PAPAL POLITICS 


An analysis by our Washington correspondent 


Recently the New York Times’ Rome 
correspondent, Paul Hoffman described 
the Vatican as a “diplomatic center” 
where “one of the world’s last auto- 
cratical or, more precisely, theocratical 
rulers . . . devotes many hours of his 
long working day to international af- 
fairs.” The Pope holds sway over 500 
million Roman Catholics, of whom 35 
million live in the United States. 

If a Protestant disagrees in conscience 
with the pronouncements of his relig- 
ious leaders, his faith permits, and may 
even require, him to follow his own 
course. But Roman Catholics are bound 
by the decrees of the Pope on all moral 
matters, and these include the most im- 
portant political affairs. Roman Catho- 
lics are called “subjects” of the Pope 
and his bishops. They are known as 
“Princes.” The Pope is called a “sover- 
eign.” These words are not idly or fig- 
uratively used. Roman Catholics are 
subject to the Pope, according to their 
“law,” in the same way that the English 
were subject to Henry VIII and the 
Ethiopians are to Haile Selassie. If these 
Roman Catholics happen also to be 
subject to an “earthly” ruler or govern- 
ment, and the sovereignty of the Pope 
conflicts, then the rule of the Pope must 
prevail. 

The Pope’s sovereignty differs from 
that of Haile Selassie in that the Em- 
peror rules a territory while the Pope 
rules all Roman Catholics regardless of 
where they may reside. The Pope’s sov- 
ereignty is more comparable, in this re- 
spect, to the non-territorial sovereignty 
claimed by Adolf Hitler over Germans 
in any part of the world, regardless of 
other citizenship. And it is much like 
the control that Stalin exercised over 
American citizens who were Communist 
Party members. This is not intended to 
compare the Pope personally to Stalin 
or Hitler, but only to make clear the 
nature of the sovereignty he claims. 

Does this sovereignty over 35 million 
Americans conflict with the sovereignty 
of our own government as Hitler’s and 
Stalin’s claims did when their “con- 
spiracies” were prosecuted and their 
followers jailed? Hoffman assures us to 
the contrary when he says: “The church 
shows no prejudice to rulers, whoever 
they are, as long as they allow Catholics 
to profess, teach, and propagandize 
their faith.” So, supposedly, we have 
nothing to fear. 

But is this really all that the Pope 
seeks? We have grounds in our own 
American experience to doubt it. Here, 


for instance, the Pope’s bishops seek 
government funds for his personally 
controlled parochial school system. If 
they can’t get it directly, they seek it 
indirectly, in the form of tuition grants 
to Roman Catholic parents, or tax ex- 
emptions on tuition, or “fringe bene- 
fits” like government-paid parochial 
school buses and school bus drivers. 

These papal representatives also try | 
to enact Roman Catholic religious dog- 
ma into American law. If they could, 
they would induce us to abolish divorce 
altogether, however valid the reasons in 
any case. They would also abolish birth 
control and therapeutic abortion, even 
for the purpose of saving the mother’s 
life. They would prevent by law the 
adoption of the legitimate or illegiti- 
mate children of Roman Catholic wom- 
en by Protestants, even if the alterna- 
tive is to put the little ones in a 
“home.” They try to enforce in court 
“nuptial agreements” required by 
priests by which parents agree that in 
all events their children shall be raised 
as Roman Catholics. They want sub- 
sidies, called “family allowances,” from 
the Federal government so that Roman 
Catholics can afford, or perhaps even 
profit by, the numerous progeny upon 
which the Pope insists. 

These American Catholic bishops 
would censor movies like The Miracle 
and Martin Luther, not because they 
consider them obscene, but because to 
them they seem anti-Catholic. They 
would legalize in their churches “bingo” 
and other gambling games that are for- 
bidden to non-ecclesiastical gamblers. 
They seek tax exemption for various 
enterprises owned and controlled by the 
Pope through his various subordinates, 
such as distilleries and television sta- 
tions. 

In Washington, we also see papal- 
controlled Georgetown University, with 
its monopoly on foreign service educa- 
tion in the capital, pouring thousands 
of graduates into our government. And 
we wonder to what extent they will use 
the world-wide power of our nation to 
increase the world-wide power of the 
Pope. 

These things make us doubt that the 
Pope really restricts his political activi- 
ties to guaranteeing tbe religious liber- 
ties of Roman Catholics. But Hoffman 
was not discussing the domestic scene. 
We should therefore also take a look at. 
what has been occurring lately in the 
world about us. There, too, we find the 

(Continued on page 33) 
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Was God Fair 
to the 


By GORDON HARMAN 


Rector of Cheadle, Cheshire, England 


Either God was behind their destruction, or we 
must abandon the idea that He prepared a 


people and a land for the coming of the Savior 


here is a belief held by many Christians that God once 

commanded the wholesale slaughter of seven nations. 
They inhabited the land of Canaan, now known as Pales- 
tine and the Holy Land. According to this belief, the divine 
command was given to the people of Israel about fifteen 
centuries before Christ; and it was literally carried out for 
a time, though never completed. The authority claimed 
for the belief is the Bible. 

“I simply cannot believe that God would order such a 
thing,” says one. “Not even a very wicked man would be so 
cruel,” says another. “I believe the Bible, but I do not 
believe that,” adds a third. 

‘Now, of these three remarks the third can be dismissed 
in a moment. The Bible really does teach it, not .once, nor 
twice, but a number of times. “The Lord said unto Moses 
‘Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel . . . I will 
send my fear before thee, and will destroy all the people 
to whom thou shalt come . . . by little and little I will drive 
them out from before thee until thou be increased and in- 


herit the land.’” “Moses called all Israel and said unto 
them, ‘. . . These are the commandments . . . which the 
Lord your God commanded to teach you. . . . When the 


Lord thy God shall bring thee into the land whither thou 
goest to possess it, and hath cast out many nations before 
thee, the Hittites and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and 
the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than thou; 
and when the Lord thy God shall deliver them before thee; 
thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them; thou shalt 
make no covenant with them, nor shew mercy unto them.’” 


16 It’s gospel truth: man does not have to take what is coming to him 


Canaanites? 


Who that has read the Old Testament ina reverent, 
thoughtful, and believing spirit can say that he has found 
no difficulty in such terrible words? In these days when we 
have so often seen one nation rise brutally and with no 
conceivable justification against another, is it credible that 
God Himself once commanded a war of extermination? “I 
simply cannot believe that God would order such a thing,” 
is the sincere but hasty conclusion of many. 

But wait! We are on holy ground. The words which have 
given rise to our problem appear in the same book to the 
authority of which Jesus Christ resorted three times in 
rejecting Satan’s temptations in the wilderness. Indeed, in 
my copy of the Bible the three verses which the Lord quoted 
appear on the same page as the second passage quoted above. 
Moreover, He continually set His seal on the authority and 
accuracy of the Old Testament by His attitude toward it. 
The disciples of Jesus Christ, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
the Spirit of truth, also endorsed the Old Testament story. 
The Apostle Paul, for example, in the synagogue at Anti- 
och in Asia Minor, plainly attributed to God the destruc- 
tion of the Canaanites. “When he had destroyed seven 
nations in the land of Canaan, he divided their land to 
them [that is, to the Israelites] by lot.” This is, therefore, 
a subject which requires deep reverence and patient humil- 
ity. Let us not dismiss it lightly. 


II 


Now, my friend the minister a few roads away supposes 
the solution to be quite simple. “We must not think that 
God actually commanded the Israelites to destroy the Ca- 
naanites,” he surmises. “The Old Testament shows a grad- 
ual progress in the Hebrew conception of God. At first the 
conception contained much that was childish; for long it 
included much that was unworthy; though the prophets 
reached a remarkably pure conception for their time. Only 
in the lofty passages of the New Testament with the Father 
of Jesus Christ can we look for spiritual maturity in man’s 
appreciation of the true God. When the Old Testament says 
that the word of the Lord came to Moses or to Amos, the 
fact is that the prophet thought he had the word of the 
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Lord. He spoke and acted as far as his light enabled him. 
As that light increased, the prophet’s word became more 
conformed to God’s word. In the days of Moses and Joshua 
every nation associated its god with its battles. Not un- 
naturally, therefore, the Israelites at that stage in their 
religious evolution thought that it was at the instigation of 
Jehovah that they were to conquer Canaan.” This view does 
not imply an abandonment of the whole Old Testament as 
worthless; part of the record is to be accepted as reliable, and 
part not. In the light of the New Testament and of our own 
moral consciousness, we must judge for ourselves which 
parts to accept. 


Such is the acuteness of our problem, it is no wonder many 
have welcomed this view of the Old Testament as a solution. 
Actually, however, the problem only becomes ten times 
worse. For on all the laws of authenticity it is ~beyond 
serious dispute not only that the Hebrew nation did actually 
invade Canaan, exterminating large numbers of the in- 
habitants, but also that their possession of the country was 
the main factor in their religion and history and in their 
preparation for the coming of Jesus Christ and the founda- 
tion of the Christian church. The minister to whom I have 
referred firmly believes in Jesus Christ, and it is perfectly 
clear to him that the New Testament has its roots in some 
genuine historical revelation of God to Israel. So the problem 
has changed to this: the extermination took place, not at 
the command, and as the judgment, of an all-holy God with 
a full knowledge of the facts, but as an act of gross in- 
justice and barbarity based on a tragic misunderstanding by 
the Israelites; and God permitted this injustice, even though 
it arose directly out of His special dealings with the Israelites 
in preparation for His sending His Son into the world. 
Which problem, to my mind, is unanswerable. 

Nor can this reasoning be reconciled with the facts. The 
destruction of the Canaanites is so closely interwoven with 
the whole story, that if we reject the divine command behind 
it, the whole structure falls. According to the Bible it was 
only by God’s supernatural aid that the Israelites were able 
to enter Canaan at all. Each of the nations was mightier than 
they. When twelve spies were first sent into the land, they 
saw such giant men and walled cities that ten of them moved 
the people to revolt against the proposed conquest. This re- 
volt was so clearly in defiance of God’s command and in un- 
belief of His promise of supernatural aid that He punished 
them by compelling them to wander thirty-eight years in the 
wilderness. The actual entry only took place when that un- 
believing generation had died out, with the exception of 
the two spies, Joshua and Caleb, who had favored an im- 
mediate conquest. When at last the Israelites entered the 
land, Joshua and Caleb were the only old warriors among 
them. But the Israelites’ faith that God would give them 
victory over their enemies was greatly strengthened by the 
fact that He had already shown His power on the east side 
of the river Jordan in the defeat of the Amorites with their 
sixty cities, all “fenced with high walls, gates and bars, 
besides unwalled towns a great many.” In the actual cam- 
paign, the miraculous element predominated. The walls of 
Jericho fell down flat at the critical moment and remained 
a horizontal monument for archeologists to uncover and 
photograph in the twentieth century. The military leaders 
were supernaturally guided by God. At every step they “en- 
quired at the mouth of the Lord.” Obedience to the divine 
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command brought ‘success as certainly as disobedience 
brought defeat. Achan’s disobedience to God in retaining 
some of the spoil of Jericho was the cause: of defeat at Ai; 
but the judgment of this sin was followed by a complete rout 
of the enemy. It was men who were conspicuous for their 
love and knowledge of God—leaders such as Joshua, and in 
later years Samuel and the judges—who were the most thor- 
ough in utterly destroying the inhabitants. All of which 
proves either that God was behind it all, as clearly recorded 
in the Bible, or that we must abandon the whole story of 
His preparing a people and a land for the coming of His 
Son in fulfillment of a promise He had made to Abraham 
centuries before. 
Ill 

There is only one answer to this problem: we must take 
the whole of what the Bible says. No matter what the sub- 
ject, the rejection of part of the Bible as a solution to a 
problem, moral or literary, only increases the difficulties and 
raises unanswerable questions; on the other hand, the ac- 
ceptance of the whole of the Bible solves one problem after 
another. 

The command of God utterly to destroy seven nations, 
moreover, raises such an acute problem in our minds, that 
if we can answer it without rejecting the scriptural record, 
we shall feel able to answer any such problem with suff- 
cient thought and care. What then does the Bible really say? 

It was God who commanded the extermination. And the 
Bible view of God is often very different from man’s. He is 
the Creator of all things, the sovereign Lord of the universe. 
In Him we live and move and have our being. There is 
nothing hid from His sight. He reads the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. He sees the end from the beginning. 
He is of too pure eyes to behold evil. 

Man, on the other hand, is a fallen creature. By a special 
act of creation, he was made perfect originally—“‘God created 
man in His own image.” By rebellion and disobedience man 
fell from the fellowship and favor of God. The consequences 
were disastrous. “God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” And no 
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Wife: “Well, what happened this time?” 

Husband: “Joe asked me to stop by and have a drink, and | said no. 
Then he asked me why not—and there he had me.” 

The secret of drunkenness is found here. The man had nothing to 
give purpose to life. If he had been committed to Jesus Christ, he 
would have had his answer, and a testimony for his friend. This is 
a'so the secret of overcoming many other ills. The answer is to be 
found in a purpose centered in Christ. 





We must learn to listen as well as to talk in prayer 17 











IS THE BIBLE THE ONLY 
INSPIRED REVELATION 


OF GOD? 


What can the Christian say to those groups who 


have additional ‘sacred’ books? 


By WALTER MUELLER 


Pastor of St. Luke’s Reformed Episcopal Church, Murray Hill, N. J. 


t is almost inevitable that at some time or other every 

Christian will have to present a defense of his belief 
that the special revelation of God to man is contained in 
the Bible alone. For centuries the orthodox Christian church 
has held that the sixty-six canonical books of the Old and 
New Testaments are the only place in which God has re- 
vealed His will for the lives of men. 

It is a sad fact, however, that truth is ever accompanied 
by error and falsehood. Different sects and heretical groups 
have denied that the special revelation of God is confined 
to the Christian Scriptures. They affirm their belief in the 
man-made doctrine that God has and does reveal Himself 
in writings other than the Scriptures and through various 
other media as well. The believer is surrounded on all sides 
by persons and groups who accept this belief as a basic 
tenet of their so-called faith. 

A dogma of the Roman Catholic Church states that tra- 
dition, in the form of papal decrees, is as infallibly the 
Word of God as the Bible. “When the Pope speaks ‘on mat- 
ters of faith and morals,’ say the Romanists, “his words are 
the very words of God Himself.” . 

The Church of the Latter Day Saints (Mormon) is an- 
other group which attempts to expand God’s special reve- 
lation. This organization asserts that inspiration has been 
extended by God to include the Book of Mormon and a 
book entitled Doctrine and Covenants. Also the adherents 
of this cult claim that there are more revelations yet to 
come which are at least equal to the Bible. ~ 

But this attitude is not confined within the limits of the 
Roman Catholic Church and the other numerous cults of 
our day. This belief has attacked the theological fiber of 
many of our Protestant denominations. There is a move- 
ment prevalent within the Protestant churches known 
variously as Barthianism, neo-orthodoxy, and theology of 
crisis. It is the claim of the advocates of this theological 
system that God has revealed Himself in the Bible and 
through experience. It is characteristic of these theologians 
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to make statements such as, ““The Word of God reaches us 
through the Bible, but it is not bound thereto.” 

Those of us who believe that the Bible alone contains 
the Word of God are faced with the persistent question: 
“How do you know?” We approach the answer to this im- 
portant question by asking another: “Why did God give 
us a special revelation at all?” As we study the Scriptures 
for an answer to this question we discover that God gave 
special revelation always in relation to some redemptive 
act of His. For the Bible was not given to be a textbook of 
science, psychology or philosophy, but it was given for one 
purpose, that we might have His divine record of “man’s 
complete ruin in sin and God’s perfect remedy in Christ.” 

At this point it is necessary that the term “redemptive 
act” be explained. Many are likely to imagine that every 
time an indivdual is brought to a saving relationship with 
God through Christ a “redemptive act” has been performed. 
This is not absolutely correct, for the salvation of a soul 
is not a redemptive act in itself, but is rather the result of 
a redemptive act performed by God in the past. The death 
of Christ, which was perpetrated once and for all, is the 
act of God’s redeeming grace that when applied by God 
bestows salvation upon the believing individual, A “re- 
demptive act” can be defined, therefore, as an intervention 
of God into the normal events of history to establish a basis 
for the salvation of the race which He has created. It is only 
when God thus intervenes that spectial revelation becomes 
necessary, and God has limited Himself to giving special 
revelation only when it is necessary. 

To prove the truthfulness of this assertion it is necessary 
to examine only a few of the many illustrations which the 
Scriptures afford. 

Let us ask ourselves the question, “Why was special 
revelation given to man at all?” The only plausible, as well 
as biblical answer that can be given, is that since man fell 
from his original righteous state because of sin, he was 
thereby separated from his Creator. Previous to the fall 
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Adam had enjoyed direct, spiritual communion with the 
Lord. With the entrance of sin this relationship was severed, 
and no longer could man approach unto God. In order to 
restore this communion between Himself and His creation 
God intervened, and we read, “Unto Adam also and to his 
wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed 
them” (Gen. 3:21). For centuries expositors of the Word 
have seen in this act, a sign of the redeeming grace of God. 
In order for God to clothe our first parents with animal 
skins it was necessary for Him first to slay the animals, 
thereby releasing their life-giving blood: “. . . without 
shedding of blood is no remission” (Heb. 9:22b). God Him- 
self had provided the sacrifice of blood necessary to atone 
for the sins of Adam and Eve thus making them worthy of 
renewed communion with Him. Man, however, could no 
longer comprehend the depth or meaning of God’s actions 
because he had sinned. Thus it was necessary that God ac- 
company this act of redemption with an explanation of it. 
Of necessity, this explanation assumed the form of a special 
revelation. The Lord was explicit in His declaration that 
the provision which He had made for man’s salvation 
through the slaughter of animals was merely temporary and 
pointed toward a more perfect sacrifice which was yet to 
come. In this way God gave the first prophecy concerning 
the coming of a suffering Savior when He said to the ser- 
pent, “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). 

Consider next the revelation connected with the Exodus 
of the children of Israel from the land of Egypt. It is evi- 
dent from secular as well as biblical history that a great 
period of time had elapsed between the historical events 
recorded in the fiftieth chapter of Genesis and the first 
chapter of Exodus. Why did God withhold direct revela- 
tion from His chosen people for so many years? Again the 
only answer that can be given is that God has ordained 
that special revelation shall be forthcoming only in the 
event of a redemptive act. The Exodus was to the Israelites 
both a physical and a spiritual manifestation of God’s re- 
deeming grace. In order to interpret His actions to men, 
God once more began communing with them through a 
special revelation given to Moses. Without this revelation 
the redemptive act would have been meaningless. Without 
the redemptive act the revelation would have been unne- 
cessary. 

Another classic illustration of this principle is found in 
the difference between the Old and New Testaments, both 
as to time and content. There was a lapse of some four 
hundred years from the time of the closing of the Old 
Testament canon until the opening of the New Testa- 
ment canon during which God did not openly communi- 
cate with man. However, “When the fulness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son . . .” (Gal. 4:4). God’s time 
had come to manifest clearly His complete plan for the 
salvation of mankind. We are told in Scripture that Jesus 
“. . . made himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of 
men: and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross” (Phil. 2:7, 8). The final chapter in the re- 
demptive plan of God was centered around the death of 
His only begotten Son on the cross of Calvary. 
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What would have happened if Jesus had suffered and 
died and God had never revealed the significance of this 
fact to us? The answer is obvious: no one could have been 
redeemed from the guilt and power of sin. Who, by means 
of his own intellectual powers, could have supposed that 
God’s plan for man’s salvation would include the death of 
His own Son? Who would have thought that merely by 
faith in Jesus Christ they could experience the remission 
of their sins? Even the Jews who had been given the Old 
Testament revelation of a coming Messiah misinterpreted 
the facts and failed to recognize Jesus as the one who had 
been promised to them as their Savior. IN ORDER FOR THE 
GREATEST OF ALL OF GOD’S REDEMPTIVE ACTS TO HAVE MEAN- 
ING THERE HAD TO BE A GOD-GIVEN INTERPRETATION; A REVEL- 
ATION WHICH COULD, AT LEAST PARTIALLY, BE COMPREHENDED 
BY MEN. The whole of the New Testament is this revela- 
tion of God which has been bestowed upon us in order to 
impart meaning to the passion and sacrificial death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Again we can say that without this revelation the redemp- 
tive act would have been meaningless, and that without the 
redemptive act the revelation would have been unnecessary. 

Since the time of the apostles, redemptive acts have 
ceased and there is, therefore, no longer a need for a direct 
revelation from God. In the Scriptures as we now have 
them are contained, “all things necessary to salvation.” Je- 
sus Christ is “‘the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Heb. 
13:8), and the revelation which was given concerning Him 
has the same value now as it did when it was written. It still 
presents to us the fact that “while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). The promise, too, is ex- 
actly the same: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved... .” (Acts 16:31). ENpD 








A French translation of the New Testament contains, as the opening 
line of the Gospel of John, the magnificent rendering, “Au commence- 
ment fut je verbe. . . .” “In the beginning was the Verb.” Certainly 
God’s Word is a Word of action. When He spoke, saying, “Let there 
be, . . .” something really happened. Energy became mass. The in- 
visible became visible. Let no man try to originate verbs on his 
own. That is what turned Lucifer into Satan. Christ is the Verb and 
if we let Him live through us, His will will be done. 


Faith is taking God at His Word and asking no questions 19 











MEDITATIONS 


in the Book of Fsaiah 





YOU WILL SAY IN THAT DAY (12:1) 


What a change will come to Israel! We know that the 
mouth speaks out of the abundance of the heart. We can 
see, from all that Israel has said through the centuries, how 
far the heart was removed from her God. How He had to 
pursue her! How He had to chasten her! How she yet re- 
fused Him! How He continued to love her! How she con- 
tinued to despise Him! How His love conquered all! For 
now she has a changed heart, and therefore the mouth 
speaks different things. Out of the abundance of the old 
heart were idolatries. Out of the abundance of the new 
heart there is praise and thanksgiving. Just as we have in 
our hymn books “Songs for special occasions,” so this psalm 
in the midst of Isaiah is the song for Israel’s regathering. 


And she will delight to sing it. 
Lord, give Israel back her song. 


© LORD | WILL PRAISE THEE (12:1) 


Though this prophecy is written for the whole nation, it 
is put in the singular, because all shall sing in a oneness that 
can come only from the Holy Spirit. It is to that same uni- 
son that the Lord calls believers even now. Paul concludes 
his epistle to the Romans with this great call to praise: 
“May the God of stedfastness and encouragement grant you 
to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with 
Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 15:5, 
6). There is a special blessing when even two or three are 


gathered in Christ. What shall it be when the entire nation 


will be in solid oneness, drawn into Christ, and through 
Him praising the Father! The Lord has already sounded 
the key note. The song will be sung. 

Lord, let the song begin. 


THOU WAST ANGRY. . . THINE ANGER TURNED 
AWAY (12:1) 


This verse tells the present state of Israel and the future 
state of Israel. Surely today is the day of His anger. There 
is no chorus of joy. Even the small victories over her neigh- 
bors do not bring solid triumph to Israel. She remembers 
too well the ninth of Ab, the date in the Jewish calendar 
when Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans. She is too 
near to Dachau, Belsenhausen and the burning pyres of 
Poland to be ‘at ease behind her barbed wire. The day of 
anger is still here. But Israel has the promises in this 
twelfth of Isaiah that the anger shall be turned away. This 
day is coming. The basis for that turning has already been 
established at the cross of the Savior Christ. The final woes 
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of wrath will be poured out in the great tribulation, and 
then—peace forever! 
Lord, in wrath remember mercy. 


THOU COMFORTEST ME (12:1) 


The Hebrew word for comfort sounds like a groan and 
originally meant just that. Used here in the future tense and 
related to God, it includes the idea of “help put forth.” He 
has had compassion upon us and will do everything to re- 
store and bless His people. The Lord never resorts to half- 
way measures. All that He does is perfect, and the comfort 
and consolation which He gives His people is sufficient for 
all their needs. There is no feeling of the heart that does 
not find a response in what He thinks towards us and 
what He proposes to do on our behalf. The comfort that 
He gives is strength in time of weakness, consolation in time 
of grief, love for our emptiness and fulfillment for all our 
true desire. And in the future restoration of His people 
this becomes a theme of their song. 

Lord, comfort us. 


BEHOLD, GOD IS MY SALVATION (12:2) 


This great psalm of praise moves upward in steps of 
glory. It is Jehovah who receives thanks in the first verse. It 
is God (El) who is now set forth as salvation. The LXX 
translates it, “Behold, my God is my Savior.” Our text 
should be the complete answer to those who think that 
salvation is no more than escape from penalty. True salva- 
tion is nothing less than the possession of God. To have 
Him dwelling within me is to be saved. We are to “compre- 
hend with all the saints what is the breadth and length 
and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ 
which surpasses knowledge, that we may be filled unTo all 
the fullness of God” (Eph. 3:18, 19, Gk.). Nothing less than 
this is full salvation. As the life of the flesh is in the blood 
(Lev. 17:11) so the life of the spirit is God Himself. 

Lord, be all to us. 


1 WILL TRUST (12:2) 


Confidence is our estimate of the reliability of God. We 
do not have confidence in a bank which we do not believe 
to be reliable. We do not have confidence in a man whom 
we do not believe to be reliable. We have confidence in 
God because we know who He is, what He has promised 
and how He keeps His promises. It does not take too much 
reasonableness to deposit one’s money in a bank that can- 
not fail. It does not take too much foresight to buy shares 
in a company that controls some necessity of life and 
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progress. It should follow as surely that the only path of 
reason and logic would be to put one’s trust in the only 
being in the universe who cannot be mistaken, in the God 
who cannot lie, in the God who changes not. Yet in spite 


of this there are men of folly who do not believe. 
Lord, I will trust. 


| WILL TRUST AND WILL NOT BE AFRAID (12:2) 


Fear is one of the most terrible things in life. Fear is 
bondage. It is a part of human life to have fears. This is 
the emotion of pain or uneasiness or apprehension caused 
by the sense of impending danger, or by the prospect of 
some possible evil. God’s anointed King David knew what 
it was to be afraid, but he had learned where to go when 
fear came. He said, “What time I am afraid, I will trust 
in thee” (Ps. 56:3). But there is progress in God’s revela- 
tion of Himself. As we come to know Him truly and to 
find all our salvation in Him, fears slip away. David was 
able to sing later, “In God have I put my trust: I will not 
be afraid” (Ps. 56:11). When God is our salvation we can 
say, “There is no fear in love, but [His] perfect love casts 
out fear” (I John 4:18). 

Lord, we thank Thee for the love that banishes fear. 


THE LORD GOD IS MY STRENGTH (12:2) 


The Hebrew here is JAH JEHOVAH. Jehovah is the re- 
demptive name for God and Jah is the intrinsic being of 
His person. This, then, is the equivalent of saying, “The 
redeemer God, His very self, is my strength.” This will be 
everything to His people in that future day as it can be 
everything to each individual in this very day. Each child 
of God may know this glory. The only requirement for 
the possession of this strength is to know our own nothing- 
ness. “My strength is made perfect in weakness” (II Cor. 
12:9). God has said, “You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask wrongly” (Jas. 4:3). If there is any place where 
this plaintive accusation is proved true, it is when a be- 
liever is weak. If he is weak, it proves that he has not ad- 
mitted it to himself and to God; for to admit it is to have 


strength perfected. 
Lord, here is utter weakness, fill it. 


THE LORD GOD IS MY SONG (12:2) 


This is a direct quotation from the song of Moses (Exod. 
15:2), which was sung when Israel was saved from Pharaoh 
at the Red Sea and which will be sung at the Second Com- 
ing of Christ (Rev. 15:3). It describes the blessed state of 
those who have come to know Him in His fullness. It is to 
be noted that this song is not a song “unto the Lord,” but 
that the Lord is the very song itself. It is the Lord who has 
brought music into the soul. It is the Lord that has turned 
life into a wonderful melody. It is the Lord who has made 
all the harmony so that everything in life is in accord. It 
is the Lord’s breath that blows the trumpets. It is the Lord’s 
will that chooses the air. It is He who sets the key and marks 


the rhythm. He is words, music, orchestration. 
Lord, make me a yielded instrument. 


HE HAS BECOME MY SALVATION (12:2) 


There is another step in advance in this clause. In the 
beginning of the verse “God is my salvation.” In the end 
of the verse “Jah Jehovah has become my salvation.” It is 


poses, His ways, His intent, His thought, His essence. But 
all that may be infinitely distant. When we say that the 
Lord has become our salvation, we see that. He Himself, 
has brought Himself down, the Word made flesh, in order 
to perform the great historical act of redemption, in dying 
for us on the cross. Eternity has penetrated time. Infinity 
has let itself be ensphered so that we can possess it as we 
are possessed by it. 

Lord, I thank Thee that I can call salvation mine. 


WITH JOY (12:3) 


There is no joy in the lost. There is no joy in the road 
away from God. Men substitute mirth for joy but they are 
not fooling anyone but themselves. Sin and joy are mutually 
exclusive. To think them together is like trying to have 
darkness and light in the same place. “The fruit of the 
spirit is . . . joy” (Gal. 5:22), and there can be no joy 
without the breathing of the Spirit upon the deadness of 
our being to stir it to the life that is alone capable of true 
joy. In the heart of the one who has come out of bondage 
and through the Red Sea of resurrection life, there must 
come the song of joy. When Jesus arose from the dead, He 
greeted His disciples with this word, “O joy” (the true 
meaning of “Hail” in Matt. 28:9). Fullness of joy is one of 
the great prerogatives of the resurrection life. We have 
Christ’s word that no one will take it from us (John 16:22). 

Lord, be Thou our joy. 


FROM THE SPRINGS (12:3) 


Of the several words used in the Hebrew for water com- 
ing from the ground, the one used here should certainly 
be translated as a spring or a fountain and not as well. 
It is the word used for the fountains of the deep which 
broke forth at the time of the flood (Gen. 7:11; 8:2). The 
well of salvation is not a pit dug by man to reach still water 
lying beneath the surface, nor a mere reservoir to hold cap- 
tured waters. The springs that are mentioned here come 
from a source which is deep and which contains a flow 
from its own inward power that carries all before it. Salva- 
tion is never from a well that is dug by man. Salvation 
springs forth from the very heart of God. Unhappy the man 
who has not realized that the sovereignty of God is the 
source of salvation. Joyful the man who knows that all his 
springs are in God (Ps. 87:7). 

Lord, flow in me. 


THE SPRINGS OF SALVATION (12:3) 


When we remember that salvation is from the past pen- 
alty of sin, from the present power of sin and from the 
future presence of sin; when we remember that salvation 
delivers a man from Hell and delivers him into Heaven; 
when we remember that there is a present supply of life, 
pardon, peace, purity, power, hope and, above all, Himself, 
then we can understand what the springs of salvation really 
are. The springs are the source from which all blessings flow. 
The word source comes from the idea of rise—Chaucer used 
it of the “rise” of a bird in flight. The word resource has the 
idea of fresh rising supply, flowing from the hidden springs. 
And the word resurrection is cousin to these words, a ris- 
ing again. Imbedded in our language is the truth of the 
infinite riches that are ours in God, flowing out of His life, 
coming out of Himself through Christ. 


not by chance that God makes the difference between “is” 

and “has become.” When we say that God is our salvation Lord, flood us. 
we speak of all that God is in His inner being; in His pur- (Continued on page 38) 
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Jehovah's Witnesses and the | 





Deluders who spew out their poison on all 
street corners, they must be confronted 


with the gospel of Jesus Christ 


ty on practically every street corner throughout the 
United States and Canada, and in practically every major 
city of the world, emissaries of the Watch Tower Bible and 
Tract Society, or the International Bible Students Associa- 
tion, or Jehovah’s Witnesses as they are more commonly 
called, peddle their Watch Tower and Awake magazines to 
a world rich in religion but bankrupt in the faith that saves. 

The great zeal of Jehovah's Witnesses has earned them 
the title, “Peddlers of Paradise,” or of “a new heaven and 
a new earth” to be established by “Jehovah God” after the 
overthrow of this present world order at the great and 
terrible day of Armageddon, overtaking all those who have 
not accepted the Watch Tower's invitation, “You can live 
forever in happiness on earth!” As the late Judge J. F. 
Rutherford once put it, (He was the successor to “Pastor” 
Charles Taze Russell, founder of the movement), “Millions 
now living will never die.” Neither the Judge nor “Pastor” 
Russell, however, came under the provisions of that slogan 
since both are now dead—Russell in 1916 at the age of 65, 
Rutherford in 1942 at the age of 72. The Watch Tower 
Bible and Tract Society today is under the supervision of 
Nathan H. Knorr, and the Witnesses are forging ahead at a 
fabulous rate at home and abroad. 

History 

The organization derives its name from Isaiah 43, “Ye 
are my witnesses, saith Jehovah.” It was founded by “Pastor” 
Russell in 1884 as Zion’s Watch Tower Tract Society, in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. : 

Russell came from a strong Congregationalist background, 
but after an unsuccessful pool-room encounter with an 
agnostic, where Russell’s rootless Christian experience went 
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down to ignominious defeat before the infidel’s rationalistic 
arguments, young Russell himself became an agnostic. He 
later studied various oriental faiths in an effort to satisfy 
his soul, eventually returning to a study of the Christian 
Scriptures; but he became convinced that the Bible really 


did not teach the doctrines of the Trinity, the deity of Jesus 


Christ, the bodily resurrection of Christ, His visible second 
coming, or the existence of hell. In fact, when Russell was 
through, there weren’t very many doctrines left in Scripture 
that he had not rephrased, paraphrased, or perverted. 


In 1879 Russell had published Zion’s Watch Tower, 
which has expanded from its first edition of 6,000 to over 
two million copies per month. Russell also wrote a six-vol- 
ume series, entitled The Millennial Dawn (the first of which 
was published in 1886 and titled The Divine Plan of the 
Ages), later changed to Studies in the Scriptures. The change 
incidentally was brought about by the vigorous opposition of 
some of the orthodox clergy of the United States to his per- 
version of the Scriptures. Russell, himself, was an unusual 
man and could have been a great preacher and evangelist of 
the Christian Church, had he chosen to use his gifts for the 
Lord. 


During his long and vigorous career Russell had not a 
few skirmishes with the law and at one point had the un- 
pleasant experience of perjuring himself under oath, this 
being the “skeleton in the closet” that haunts his modern- 
day followers. Russell received great notoriety when he 
predicted that in 1914 “the times of the Gentiles” would 
end and a millennial reign would commence with the 
“presence” of Jesus Christ. When this momentous event did 
not materialize, Russell had to settle for an “invisible” com- 
ing, a doctrine later emphasized by Judge Rutherford, who 
reinterpreted the prophetic scheme of “Pastor” Russell—and 
caused a split in the organization when he completely dis- 
avowed Russell's “pyramid” scheme of prophetic interpre- 
tation. Charles Taze Russell died October 31, 1916 aboard 
a Transcontinental train in Texas, and was buried in 
Allegheny, Pennsylvania, where he was born. Russell had a 
highly colorful life and was indeed a controversial figure; 
but as one writer put it, “Earth clung to him relentlessly.” 
In short, he was never a great man, only a pitiful false 
prophet, and thereafter it took a man with the character 
and drive of J. F. Rutherford to grasp the reins of leadership 
and bring Jehovah’s Witnesses to what they are today. 

Despite a term in Atlanta Penitentiary for sedition, Joseph 
Franklin Rutherford, after his release in 1918, became the 
dominant figure in the Watch Tower Bible and Tract 
Society’s history. It was he who built the Watch Tower to 
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the organization it is today, having changed the name to 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in 1931. The author of over twenty 
books, innumerable pamphlets, and radio broadcasts amply 
supplemented by phonograph records, Rutherford dwarfed 
Russell and led the Witnesses to their present state of 
world development. Rutherford’s approach was different 
from Russell’s. He was shrewd enough to recognize the im- 
portance of utilizing modern advertising methods to prom- 
ulgate his religion and coined the slogan “Advertise the 
King and the Kingdom.” Rutherford also inaugurated the 
mass convention gatherings of Jehovah’s Witnesses that to- 
day characterize their activities. A powerful preacher and a 
vitriolic writer in general, J. F. Rutherford thundered 
against organized religion, which he termed “a racket,” 
for over twenty-five years and was one of the greatest ad- 
versaries of orthodox evangelical Christianity this world is 
ever likely to see. J. F. Rutherford, then, was a remarkable 
man, possessed of almost limitless energy, and, apart from 
his garbled theology, he was extremely gifted. No one of 
Russell’s or Rutherford’s stature graces the Watch Tower's 
hierarchy today, but, built upon the clever theologies of 
Russell and Rutherford and supplemented with shrewd 
business acumen and wise advertising strategy, the Watch 
Tower Bible and Tract Society poses a real threat to evan- 
gelical Christianity as it continues chipping away steadily 
at the foundation stones of the historic faith of our fathers. 

To emphasize the growth and development of Jehovah's 
Witnesses, the following statistics are submitted. 

The annual report of the Watch Tower Bible and Tract 
Society printed in the January 1, 1955 edition of the Watch 
Tower magazine gives the following figures relative to the 
activities of Jehovah’s Witnesses on a worldwide scale. By 
the close of 1954 they had produced and circulated over 
seventy-three million magazines: Watch Tower, 43,467,900; 
Awake, 29,625,000. This is a total increase of 9,400,000 copies 
over the previous year of 1953. In addition to this, in 1954 
the Witnesses published some seventy million books, book- 
lets, pamphlets, etc., in over one hundred languages, circulat- 
ed in 160 countries throughout the world. In the course 
of one of their large conventions held in New York City’s 
Yankee Stadium and the Polo Grounds, attended by more 
than 145,000 persons, the Witnesses distributed on the 
streets of New York over 3,000,000 pieces of literature; and 
while church membership of the combined 254 denomina- 
tions in the United States has in the last twenty-five years 
amounted to a 74 per cent increase, Jehovah's Witnesses 
iiave swelled with a 2,300 per cent increase! Today there 
are more than 250,000 Jehovah's Witnesses in the United 
States and Canada over 700,000 worldwide, the great major- 
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ity of whom are classed as “ministers” by the Watch Tower. ~ 

In one of the better sections of Brooklyn the Witnesses 
own great blocks of property, the best known of which is 
Bethel, housing approximately 323 employees of the Watch 
Tower’s large printing plant located a few blocks away on 
Adams Street in Brooklyn. Bethel is practically a self-suff- 
cient communal home, containing its own laundry, dry- 
cleaning plant, and shoe repair shop, etc. Almost all of the 
food the Witnesses consume comes from their own farms, 
one of which is located on Staten Island and another in 
South Lansing, New York. Here, incidentally, is their mis- 
sionary training school, Gilead, which has sent out over 
1500 disciples of Watch Tower theology since its inaugura- 
tion in 1943. There is a third farm at Port Murray, New 
Jersey, and Bethel reaps the benefit of these projects. Also 
housed at Bethel are a barber, a doctor, and a chiropracter; 
all-in-all a fabulous operation that must be seen to be appre- 
ciated. Erection of this hub of the Watch Tower's ever-ex- 
panding circle of influence set the Witnesses back more than 
a million dollars and is so centrally located that the Watch 
Tower's radio station WBBR, which has its transmitter in 
Staten Island, was moved to Bethel where excellent studio 
facilities were available to spread the Russellite gospel of 
confusion over the airways throughout New York, New 
Jersey, and Connecticut, etc. WBBR recently was sold, at a 
substantial profit to the Society. It had done its propaganda 
task well they contended. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses are noted for their tireless devotion 
to the propagation of their faith. Full-time workers in their 
factory and offices work eight hours and forty minutes a day, 
five-and-a-half days a week, and then hold study meetings on 
Saturday-afternoons and all day Sunday. They also go from 
house to house handing out tracts and selling books. In 
New York City alone 8,000 Witnesses during one month put 
in over 26,000 hours canvassing the two-and-a-half million 
housing units in the boroughs of New York; further than 
this, they have methodically worked out a block-by-block 
canvassing strategy that makes it possible for them to cover 
the entire city of New York three times a year! 

From 1942 to 1952 the membership of Jehovah’s Witness- 
es doubled in North America, multiplied fifteen times in 
South America, twelve times in Canada, five times in Asia, 
seven times in Europe and Africa, and six times in the is- 
lands of the Pacific. One well-known evangelical mission 
board recently stated that last year they “lost” sixteen mis- 
sion stations to the activities of Jehovah’s Witnesses, and 
there is good evidence that the Witnesses are performing 
similar works on many of the world’s mission fields. 

(Continued on page 36) 
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THE RIOTS IN FORMOSA 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


Many people were shocked recently 
to learn that the Chinese in Taipei, 
Formosa, had rioted against the United 
States and that our embassy there was 
gutted by the turbulent elements who 
shouted their wrath against this coun- 
try. All is quiet at the moment, but 
there will be very serious repercussions 
if we are to believe old China hands 
who know what was back of the outburst. 

The disturbance grew out of the fatal 
shooting by an American Army sergeant 
of a Chinese who was said to be a 
“peeping Tom.” The sergeant was tried 
by an American military court and ac- 
quitted. The Formosans resented the 
fact that an American could kill a 
Chinese and be tried by Americans, 
whom they believed to be prejudiced 
against justice, and then acquitted. Pub- 
lic opinion considered this a miscar- 
riage of justice. The government of 
Formosa protested to the American 
authorities at the loose way in which 
the trial was handled, and after the ac- 
quittal the parliament—Legislative Yuan 
—held a special meeting to protest the 
verdict and ask for a new trial. 

The outbreak, however, is symptoma- 
tic of resentment against the United 
States for holding the Chinese in leash 
and preventing them from attacking 
mainland China. 

In 1949 Formosa had a population of 
about 6,000,000 people who spoke Chin- 
ese of the Amoy dialect. China’s millions 
are divided roughly into three great 
language groups—Mandarin, Cantonese 
and the Amoy dialect. The common 
people in these groups cannot under- 
stand each other any better than the 
Spanish can understand the Portuguese. 
The written languages are approximately 
the same, so people who do not under- 
stand each other’s speech can write 
characters and be understood. This 
means, however, that only intellectuals 
can communicate with each other. 

In 1949 the forces of Chiang Kai-shek 
were defeated on the mainland and fled 
to Formosa. This army of 600,000 was 
followed by more than 3,000,000 civil 
servants and refugees, some of whom 
were very wealthy and others desper- 
ately poor. These people, speaking Man- 
darin, took over the island. They have 
even changed the school system and 
forced the native Formosans to aban- 
don their own dialect and learn Man- 
darin. There is strong feeling among the 
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Formosans against their Chinese cou- 
sins, and against the United States for 
preventing their departure for the 
mainland. The problem is accentuated 
by the fact that in Taipei, the capital, 
the population has increased from 300,- 
000 to 800,000 with resultant problems 
in water, food, heating and electricity. 
The forces of Chiang Kai-shek have 
constantly affirmed that they are in 
Formosa only temporarily and are ex- 
tremely eager to return to the mainland 
as soon as possible. 

The foreign policy of the United 
States during the past eight years has 
been to hold Formosa for our own de- 
fense, and to subsidize Chiang. and his 
forces to the tune of about 200 million 
dollars a year. This money has been in- 
vested with the idea that the Chinese 
army will fight Communism in China 
without calling upon the United States 
to put its soldiers into the field. William 
Teeling, a member of the British parlia- 
ment, in a broadcast from London 
quoted United States Ambassador Ran- 
kin as saying, “The Russians won the 
Korean war without losing a single Rus- 
sian; we too intend to win this war with- 
out losing an American.” Teeling also 
stated that Ambassador Rankin seemed 
to take it for granted that there would 
be a war and that he did not see how 
the U.S.A. could go on defending For- 
mosa and other centers. The Nationalists 
feel the same. At Easter time Chiang 
Kai-shek preached a sermon in the 
Methodist chapel in which he announced 
that the climax of training had been 
reached and the date for a showdown 
was not far distant. 

Teeling said in London: “Are the 
Americans holding them back and does 
Chiang’s army resent this? I believe it 
does. I visited his forces at Quemoy, six 
miles from the Chinese mainland, in 
April. They are armed to the teeth with 
the latest American equipment, their 
frogmen go out nightly to the coast; 
they are straining at the leash. Rankin 
told me they have five airstrips on For- 
mosa ready to take the latest jet air- 
craft; and they have them; a sixth strip 
was being built while I was there, ready 
for guided missiles. All are manned by 
Chinese with some American advisers; 
and in all, including these servicemen, 
there are about 9,000 Americans on the 
island. Chiang wants to strike; he told 
me himself; “When I do, all I ask of Bri- 


tain is that she does not stop the United 
States supporting us.’” 

There is a serious question whether 
or not the United States will be asked 
for advice or even informed of plans. 
Rankin has stated that the Americans 
can never feel sure that Chiang will not 
one day start without warning us. 
Chiang knows that if an attack on the 
mainland is successful his regime will 
be re-established. If it is not successful, 
he will be thrown back on Formosa 
where he will be safe, for he knows that 
the United States will never abandon 
Formosa to the Communists. 

Perhaps Chiang would not have been 
so free in his conversation with Teel- 
ing if he had known that the Britisher 
would quote him about his dislike for 
the United States. Teeling feels that 
Chiang somewhat despises us. “The 
Americans haven’t got the revolutionary 
spirit,” Chiang is quoted as saying. 
“They are too well off—they wouldn’t 
risk a fight for Hungary.” 

This introduces another problem. The 
nationals of Asia and the rest of the 
world resent even the best of advice and 
help from any European or American. 
No matter how well meaning the Ameri- 
can may be, the Oriental wants him to 
keep his mouth shut and stay out of 
Oriental affairs. This is true even in the 
field of Christian missions. Many pas- 
tors—Japanese, Koreans, Chinese, In- 
dians and others—would be glad to see 
every missionary go home, even if it 
means no more American money. If 
the missionaries would take orders from 
Orientals, there would be peace. If 
our teachers would serve under Oriental 
school principals, resentment would 
diminish. If American ‘doctors would 
work under Korean doctors, even though 
the hospitals decline in quality, there 
would be peace in the mission world. 
The value of experience is not desired. 
Even if the missionary knows ten thou- 
sand times better than the Oriental how 
to run a hospital or print a magazine, 
he must nevertheless be quiet and 
allow the job to be done in second-rate 
fashion. After all, this is how we train 
our own children to do things, and the 
nationals of the world are at the point 
where they will take the inventions of - 
the western world into their own hands. 
They are going to press the buttons and 
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ETERNITY TO PUBLISH NEW SERIES OF ARTICLES 
COMMENTARY ON SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS WILL BE PRINTED SEPARATELY 


Starting with the October issue, 
Erernity will no longer carry the com- 
mentary on the International Sunday 
School lessons. Instead, the lessons will 
be printed separately and will be avail- 
able to all subscribers on a _ compli- 
mentary basis until the end of the cal- 
endar year. Thereafter, the lessons will 
be available for a slight additional 
charge if there is sufficient interest in 
the continuance of the commentaries. 

The decision to drop the Sunday 
school commentary has developed from 
careful studies made of readership hab- 
its. It has been discovered that a large 
number of readers are members of 
churches which use graded lessons or 
systems other than the International 
Uniform Lessons. 

A recent survey indicated that while 
47 per cent of the subscribers use the 
Sunday school lessons in some way, only 
a small percentage have subscribed to 
the magazine primarily because of the 
Sunday school lessons. 

The decision to carry the Sunday 
school lessons in a supplement does not 
mean Erernity lacks interest in Chris- 
tian education at the local church level. 
Quite the contrary. In the October issue 
ETerNiTy will publish the first of an 
important series of articles on all phases 
of Christian education. The first article, 
will be “Sunday School Is Important,” 
by Dr. Clate A. Risley, General Secretary 
of the National Sunday School Associa- 
tion. 

IMPORTANT: Those desiring the 
lesson commentaries, should follow this 
procedure: Address an envelope to Sun- 
day School Lessons, ETERNiTy, 1716 
Spruce St., Philadelphia 3, Pa., enclos- 
ing a stamped self-addressed envelope. 
Requests must be made each month. 
Please indicate the lessons you want. 


September 15, 1957 
Ezekiel, Pastor of His People 


Background Scripture: Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2; 
24:15-18; 34 
Devotional Reading: Ezekiel 34:23-31 
Memory Selection: Ezekiel 34:31 


The Scofield Bible re- 
minds us that Ezekiel 
prophesied while he and _ his ie were 
in exile in Babylon, and that the main 
purposes of his ministry were to re- 
mind Israel that sin caused their national 
disasters and to sustain their faith in ad- 
versity, and prepare them for restoration 
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INTRODUCTION 


to their land in accordance with the 
promises of God 

Dr. G. Campbell Morgan urges that the 
thirtieth year of verse 1 is Ezekiel’s age at 
the time he began his ministry, and re- 
minds us that it was the age at which 
Ezekiel would normally have entered upon 
his priestly work. There was no temple, 
however, and presumably no temple service 
or priestly ministrations during the five 
years of exile already undergone (vs. 2). 

But God has no unemployed, and “the 
word of the Lord came expressly unto 
Ezekiel the priest . . . and the hand of the 
Lord was there upon him” (1:3). For the 
first twenty-five years of Ezekiel’s life Jere- 
miah was prophesying, and not the least 
of his great ministries was his impact 7 
Ezekiel, an influence that is evident 
throughout the latter’s life and ministry. 

In your congregation or class there may 
well be God-chosen successors who will 
carry throughout their lives the impact of 
your life and witness. A solemn, encourag- 
ing, and challenging thought! 


EXPOSITION 
The Call 


“The word,” says Ezekiel as he gives his 
testimony and evidence of call, “the word 
came expressly to Ezekiel. . . .” It came 
with certainty and reality, (the Hebrew re- 
peats the verb for emphasis) and he could 
take us to the very spot on the river 
Chebar where it happened! 

Happy and persistent in their service for 
the Lord are those who know of their “call” 
from God! It brings the assurance of ade- 
quate grace for every need, the inescapable 
responsibility to persist against all adversity 
and discouragement, and the authority de- 
rived from being called and sent by God 
and not by man. God’s people have always 
needed such leaders and never more than 
today when the world is so subtly infiltrat- 
ing the church. 

Ezekiel was prostrated by the call (1:28), 
but the Spirit of God came upon him and 
set him on his feet—the only equipment 
that enables a man to stand before the 
people in the name of God. Ministry is 
never easy, and then as now human wills 
were rebellious and sinful (2:3,4). There is 
no guarantee even among God’s people 
that His word will always be heeded (4-7), 
especially when the message is one of 
sorrow and rebuke (vs. 10). God’s servant 
must not be aloof, for he is at one and the 
same time the messenger of God and son 
of man (2:1-4). He first must receive and 
eat the word given (2:8); he first must feel 
the woes and sorrows before he can preach 
about them with authority and tenderness. 
God’s call is not to a profession but to a 
prophetic office. The call is from God; the 
ye His Spirit; the message an as- 
similated word. The results must be left 
with God. 


The Cost 


Into four poignant verses (24:15-18) is 
pressed one aspect of the personal costli- 


ness of public ministry. Ezekiel must preach 
though his heart is broken by the sudden 
death of his wife, “the desire of his eyes.” 
A pastor today who suffers grief in his 
family circle is surrounded by the love 
and prayers of his people and sustained by 
understanding and sympathy. But let not 
that man be weakened by sympathy or 
turned aside by his sorrow! He must be 
braced by the inflooding grace of God to 
reveal the absolute sufficiency of the divine 
resources, and by the continuance and en- 
tichment of his ministry to speak all the 
more eloquently of eternal things! So, in 
harder circumstances and rougher days, it 
was with Ezekiel; so it proved to be with 
many a chaplain during the war and many 
a Christian in war prison camps. The cost 
of true ministry is self-forgetfulness in the 
= of the need of others and the glory of 


The Contrasting Shepherds 


The beautiful chapter on shepherding 
(34) draws sharp contrasts between the 
false shepherds who had so badly failed 
Israel and for whom there must be a 
solemn reckoning (vs. 1-10) and God Him- 
self as the Good Shepherd—teaching that 
was to be amplified so wonderfully by our 
Lord Himself (John 10). Healthy sheep 
cannot be compelled to lie down, they only 
do so when replete and without fear. When 
God gathers and feeds His own flock they 
will lie down in peace and satisfaction (11- 
15): a fulfillment of Psalm 23 and the 
promise that Christ’s sheep will have life 
— ae 10:10). We shall look in 
vain for any human shepherd —— 
all the Pon of the geal shepherd hat 
trayed in this chapter; it remains the 
pattern—perfectly fulfilled only in Christ— 
but the ideal of all undershepherds who oh 
so slowly learn of Him. Surely too there is 
a promise in this chapter that the Shep- 
herd of Israel will gather His wayward 
flock again (vss. 25-31)? In the meantime 
the conflicts within the flock (vss. 20-23) 
cause harm to individuals, spoil the testi- 
mony, and grieve the Shepherd. Let us 
remember that Christ is gathering the 
sheep and calling them out by name. Are 
we to scatter those whom He gathers? 
SUMMARY The pastor who reads this 
lesson will pray humbly 
for a greater fulfillment of its teaching in 
him. Those blessed with’ godly pastors 
should be led afresh to thank God for the 
gift, to realize the cost, and to surround 
their shepherd with earnest prayer. Others, 
not so favored, may well pray that a call, 
vision and enablement similar to Ezekiel’s 
will come to their pastor. We should all 
thank God for the Good Shepherd who 
giveth His life for the sheep. 


September 22, 1957 
Daniel, Steadfast in Crises 
Background Scripture: Daniel 1-6 
Devotional Reading: I Peter 5:6-11 
Memory Selection: Ephesians 6:10 
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INTRODUCTION The events detailed in 
our background Scripture 
cover the period of seventy years from 607 
B.c. to 537 B.c. and quite evidently are the 
supremely enpertaie Happenings of Daniel’s 
life. We must not assume from this that 
all his life was spent in a series of crises, 
for interspersed there must have been long 
periods of comparative and unrecorded 
calm, but just as the strength of the chain 
is proved under severe test, so what we 
truly are is revealed when the sudden strain 
of some great challenge bears down on us. 
We have, therefore, considerable insight 
into the splendid character and steadfast 
faith of Daniel as shown by his conduct 
under the extreme pressure of the recorded 
events. However, we must not overlook the 
fact that for him and for us, what we are 
in the quiet, unobserved, unrecorded hours, 
days, months, and years is our true char- 
acter. Many a man dreams of what he 
would do in some crisis or if he occupied 
a prominent position, yet at the same time 
he is by indolence and self-indulgence so 
weakening his character as to make his 
highest dreams and ideals totally unrealiz- 
able. To understand the source of Daniel’s 
steadfastness in crisis we must turn to the 
formation and testing of his character in 
the early years. 


EXPOSITION 
Formative Years 


G. H. Long, in his excellent book The 
Histories and Prophecies of Daniel, has a 
penetrating passage on the training of 
Daniel from which the following is quoted. 
“He must learn to stand as a rock amidst 
the fury of vast and violent Beem changes 
and grave personal perils. Therefore as a 
youth he was permitted to endure the 
horrors of invasion: to witness the degra- 
dation of his King being fettered . . . he 
himself . . . d from home and 
country to servitude in the land of the 
invader and oppressor. . ... He watched 
the rifling of the house of God itself. 
Arrived in Babylon, . . . he is taken into 
the royal household to be trained for 
court service. And what a court! At its 
head is a terrible oriental despot, capable 
of most fiendish cruelties (see Jer. 29:22; 
39:6, 7; Dan. 3). How shall a young officer 
of state preserve his probity in a court 
permeated with bribery, corruption, and 
fraud? How shall a young man keep clean 

- - among the filthy immoralities habitual 
in heathendom? How shall a captive cour- 
tier resist the terrible pressure of the temp- 
tation to secure toleration and advance- 
ment by worshipping the gods of the 
tyrant in whose hand is his future, yes his 
life” (Cf. If Kings 5:17,18)? 

Daniel of the blood royal (1:3) went 
through all this spiritually unscathed be- 
cause he “pu in his heart that he 
would not defile himself” (1:8a). It is 
that strength of conviction and determina- 
tion that keep a man clean and straight in 
the vitiated atmosphere of modern society. 
As he began, so Daniel continued to steer 
a straight course throughout his long and 
adventurous life and through successive 
reigns until he came to the supreme crisis 
recorded in Chapter 5. 


The Crisis of Courage 


When Belshazzar came to the throne, it 
is evident (5:11,14) that Daniel, now an 
elderly man, was suspended and apparently 
in retirement; a godly and upright older 
counsellor like him would have been an 
embarrassment at such a licentious court! 
Belshazzar, in the midst of a large drunken 
orgy, as an act of defiance to Jehovah took 
the temple vessels of gold and silver which 


had been brought from Jerusalem and 
desecrated: them by drinking and praising 
other gods (5:2-4). 

There comes a time when rebellious man 

sses. beyond the reach of mercy into 
judgment, and this time had come for 
this wretched king. Immediately there was 
visible to all (vs. 8) a supernatural writing 
on the wall that struck terror to the king’s 
heart (vss. 6,9) and which no one present 
could interpret though the import must 
have been evident to the guilty monarch. 
Eventually Daniel was brought to this 
nauseating scene of debauchery and fear. 

We can picture the stir that was caused 
as he entered the hall, his appearance 
bringing a tribute from the king (5:13,14) 
and an attractive offer of advancement if 
he could interpret the writing on the wall 
that so terrified the assemblage. With the 
dignity of godly age Daniel brushed aside 
the proffered gifts and came straight to 
the vital point. Belshazzar had failed 
utterly to learn the lesson taught so vividly 
and at such cost to Nebuchadnezzar (5:18- 
22) and had added infamy to rebellion and 
sin (vs. 23). Judgment upon him had al- 
ready been passed by God (vs. 26); the king 
had been weighed in God’s balances and 
found wanting (vs. 27); his kingdom was 
doomed. 

That was the message fearlessly given by 
Daniel, and before the night was through 
the king was dead (vs. 30) and the kingdom 
captured by Darius (vs. 31). Babylon was 
thought to be impregnable, and history 
tells us it could have been successfully de- 
fended by a normally alert garrison. The 
Persians turned the river and used the bed 
for their assault, but the drunken king and 
his associates were far past noticing or 
caring! So in our acts of willful disobe- 
dience we sow the seeds of defeat. 


The Secret of Power 


How was it that Daniel came to positions 
of such influence and to such moral and 
spiritual authority? We saw that he de- 
termined not to be defiled (1:8a), but have 
we noticed also how he refused to be de- 
flected from devotion and prayer? Neither 
the cares of state, the sufferings of himself 
or his people, nor the express command of 
the king himself (6:12) could affect his 
devotional life. 

There can be few greater tributes paid 
unconsciously by the ungodly to a godly 
man than that recorded in Chapter 6:5: 
“We shall not find any occasion against this 
Daniel except we find it against him con- 
cerning the law of his God.” A man who 
bears that sort of testimony has more of 
his spiritual life hidden than appears on 
the surface! That was the secret of Daniel’s 
a"?thority. 


Daniel had regular habits 
of prayer (6:10). A return 
to these would transform many a so-called 
Christian person, home, and church. When 
did-we last have regular seasons of private 
devotion? Is the family altar kept intact? 
Has the church prayer meeting priority in 
our lives? Questions like these will best 
help us to apply today’s lesson to today’s 
needs. 


SUMMARY 


September 29, 1957 
Nehemiah, Patriot in Action 


Background Scripture: Nehemiah 1—2; 4; 
6:15; 13 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 99:1-5 
Memory Selection: Haggai 2:4 
INTRODUCTION It is one thing to get free 
from captivity and quite 
another to make a success of that om. 
Nehemiah in Persia was, like Daniel and 
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his three friends, in captivity and a servant 
of the court. Fourteen years before the 
events recorded in this book, Ezra had led 
a company of Jews back to Jerusalem where 
they had partially rebuilt the city and re- 
stored in some measure the temple and its 
daily services. But resources were few, and 
enthusiasm soon waned. 

When the eager patriot Nehemiah asked 
for news of the home country (1:2), the 
pathetic report completely overwhelmed 
him with sorrow and drove him to his knees 
in prayer (1:3,4). As cupbearer of Artaxer- 
xes he was in a position of wealth and in- 
fluence comparable today with the second 
highest office in the land, but that did not 
insulate him from the needs of his com- 
patriots and a passion for their welfare 
and testimony. Nehemiah emerges as 
God’s man at a critical time—a man of 
faith and action. 


EXPOSITION 
Compression of the Spring 


For a definite piece of work to be carried 
through to fruition the burden must begin 
deep in a man’s heart and be energized by 
a living faith. It was so with Nehemiah. 
The news from Jerusalem so burdened his 
spirit and drove him to prayer that, after 
some days (1:4) in the secret place, he was 
made ready for action. God’s work under- 
taken casually and with no true heart- 
interest will be fruitless. When the true 
burden of souls rests upon us we really 
begin to pray and work for our neighbor- 
hood and take upon our hearts the mis- 
sion fields. 

Too much of our Christian service and 
witness is motivated by little more than 
a desire to express ourselves, a vague re- 
ligiosity or sense of duty, and perhaps the 
desire to see our church grow or com- 
munity prosper. That is not the New 
Testament pattern of service. “I travail 
till Christ be formed in you”; “The love 
of Christ constraineth me”;—these throb- 
bing, virile words reveal the motivation of 
real service. Do we know anything of 
them in experience? Every Christian worker 
should ask himself that question. Nehemiah, 
alone, burdened and weeping about the 
news from Jerusalem and taking it to the 
Lord in prayer, tells of the secret of his 
success—that experience to him was like 
the pressing back of the spring till ready 
for action. 

The absence of such an experience in 
many of our lives reveals the secret of our 
failure! We are far too careless and casual 
—and therefore superficial—the deep per- 
sonal burden which in different ways has 
come upon all God's servants, e.g., Moses 
in the desert (Exod. 3), Isaiah when King 
Uzziah died (Isa. 6), Jeremiah at his call 
(Jer. 1), and Paul in Arabia, to quote but 
a few, must be ours too if we are to make 
an impact upon the materialism and spiri- 
tual need of our day. 


Assessment of the Situation 


Having obtained permission from the 
king to visit Jerusalem (2:1-11), Nehemiah 
took careful and solitary reconnaissance— 
not for him the ponderous and often fruit- 
less methods of an investigating committee 
(2:12,16) with its depressing opinions and 
contrary counsels, for Nehemiah was a 
man of action, and there would be time for 
the committee when he had his plans and 
could give true —— (vss. 17,18). He 
was, as Dr. Alexander Whyte says, “a man 
with the counsel of God alone in his mind 
and in his heart; . . . a man who will see 
things with his own eyes, and that without 
all eyes seeing him. A man in no haste or 
hurry. He will not begin till he has 
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counted the cost... . And then he will not 
stop till he has finished the work.” 

Having assessed the situation (2:12-16), 
he called them together and, basing his 
plans on faith in the goodness of God, 
evoked just the required response (2:17,18). 
In a matter of months the task was ac- 
complished, for it was Nisan (April) when 
Nehemiah obtained permission to go (2:1), 
and the work was completed in Elul (Sep- 
tember) (6:15). An example of what can 
accomplished by cooperation under inspired 
leadership! 

Opposition 

No worthwhile work for God will be ac- 
complished without opposition and_ this 
task of Nehemiah was no exception, either 
in the form the opposition took or its in- 
tensity. Firstly the opponents were grieved 
(2:10), then contemptuous (2:19; 4:2,3), 
then antagonistic (4:7,8), and finally crafty 
(6:1-14), but all without avail. Nehemiah’s 
careful organization by which every man 
had his responsibility for work and warfare 
(3; 4:15-23), his strong faith in God (4:14, 
etc.), and his great personal example of 
self-sacrifice and devotion (5:16-19, etc.) led 
the people to a successful conclusion of 
their task of rebuilding and, what was 
more important, to a social and spiritual 
renewing (5:1-13; 8, etc.). 

Every wise leader knows that unless the 
rebuilding of physical defense is accom- 
panied by spiritual renewing, the new wall 
will only serve to enclose the old rotten 
spirit, and disaster is ultimately certain. 
No national defense is adequate, alleviation 
of distress permanent, vr standard of living 
satisfying, that ignores spiritual needs. This 
is a lesson we need tc take to heart today, 
for, unless the Western democracies have 
greater spiritual resources than godless 
communism, in the last analysis it is im- 
material who builds the larger wall or 
makes the more powerful bomb! 


In some quarters patriot- 
ism is today an unpopular 
word and. of course, where it takes the 
form “My country right or wrong” or culti- 
vates a “Master Race” outlook, it is wrong. 
But Christian patriotism that seeks to 
build faith and devotion in one’s own 
country in order to glorify Christ and 
serve the world is wholly good. Nehemiah 
is a splendid example of a God-appointed 
leader fearlessly carrying a project to 
fruition. As Christians we know that we 
are fellow-members of Christ’s body with 
all other believers, and we rejoice in that 
blessed fellowship, but it must not blind 
us to the responsibilities that are on our 
doorstep. 


SUMMARY 


October 6, 1957 
Paul Writes to the Corinthians 


Background Scripture: I Corinthians 1—4 
Devotional Reading: I Corinthians 3:11-23 
Memory Selection: I Corinthians 2:2 


It is a very wonderful 
thing that God has given 
us so much of the New Testament in the 
form of letters warm with human rela- 
tionships. One has only to compare this 
with the monotony of the Koran or some 
volumes of theology to realize what a bless- 
ing it is that God has caused His eternal 
truth to be enshrined in letters between 
people with whom we feel a strong kinship. 
The Apostle Paul, the writer of this epistle, 
we know, but what of Corinth and its 
group of believers? The city itself was the 
capital of the Roman province and the 
center of Greek government and commerce. 
Situated at the southern extremity of the 
narrow isthmus which connected the Pelo- 
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‘ponnesus with the mainland of Greece, it 


had a harbor on each side and, so to 
speak, a foot in either sea. A central spot 
on the East-West trade routes, a natural 
port with its two harbors a strong forti- 
fied citadel, wealthy and influential, Corinth: 
pie one of the most .important cities of its 
ay. é; 
_To the Christians in that cosmopolitan 
city, which was a byword for immorality 
in its worst forms and center of the un- 
speakably vile Venus-worship, the Apostle 
wrote this pastoral letter from Ephesus 
where he was staying at the time. Be- 
cause our own circumstances and needs are 
in most respects similar and the Word of 
God unchanging and always apposite, we 
too shall find it full of practical help. 


EXPOSITION 
The Beginnings of the Church 


The first mention of Christian witness in 
Corinth (Acts 18:1) finds the Apostle stay- 
ing with Aquila and Priscilla, his fellow 
tentmakers, and preaching Christ to Jews 
and Greeks (vs. 4). He had had previous 
experience of these argumentative Greeks 
to whom debates on religion, politics, and 
philosophy were the very spice of life (we 
have such with us today!), but who hadn’t 
the slightest intention of taking anything 
seriously (Acts 17:32). When, therefore, he 
came to Corinth, he determined to eschew 
everything except the proclamation of the 
glorious gospel of Christ crucified (I Cor. 
2:2). 


There was considerable and violent op- 
position (Acts 18:6-17), but the Lord mir- 
aculously sustained the Apostle by a vision 
(Acts 18:9,10) and wonderfully prepared 
the word so that many believed and were 
baptized (including the ruler of the syna- 
gogue 18:8), and the church of Christ in 
Corinth was born. Paul continued with 
them in teaching ministry (18:11) for 
eighteen months and so against that dark 
background and from among its sin-stained 
people, Christ drew out a church for Him- 
self. A similar program today will have 
similar results. 


The Blessings of the Church 


The definition of the members of the 
church at Corinth is significant. They were 
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(1) the called of God, not man (vs. 2a)— 
Paul did the preaching but God the call- 
ing! (2) Sanctified (set apart) in Christ 
(note the past tense) and therefore called 
“saints”; i.e, “the saved or consecrated 
ones.” (3) United into one body with all 
that in every place call upon the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord (vs. 2b). (4) En- 
riched (made wealthy) in Christ (vs. 5). 
(6) Assured and expectant (vss. 6,7). (7) 
Eternally secure through the faithfulness 
of God (vs. 9). Meditate on these wonderful 
riches, and remember that they were part 
of the new birthright of these believers, 
very imperfect (as we shall see), living in 
a dreadful environment, yet invested at 
the moment of conversion with all the 
riches of Christ. Every believer today is in 
the same position in Christ! 


The Problems of the Church 


A people gathered from such a_back- 
ground brings problems with it. Though 
fully endued with all the grace of Christ 
at the moment of conversion and with their 
high calling clearly set before them (I Cor. 
1:1-9), the Corinthians were still sinners 
(though saved sinners) and retained some 
of the old nature—as the saints still do! 
News was brought to Paul by friends (1:11) 
that there was quarreling in the church and 
a tendency to splinter off into sections 
following different leaders. The very 
strength of the God-given leadership 
tended, under a grievously mistaken sense 
of loyalty, to make them divide (1: 12-16). 
Undue loyalty to man means disloyalty to 
Christ (1:13), and the Apostle reminds 
them that, careful though he was not to 
give the impression that he could invest 
any ordinance with special meaning (1:13- 
17) ( a lesson that all priestly tendencies 
ignore), they were missing a fundamental 
truth—it is only Christ who saves, and it 
is He only who was crucified for our sins. 
We are baptized into Christ and Christ 
alone, and to be absolutely loyal to the 
crown rights of the Redeemer is to be de- 
livered from hindering lesser loyalties. We 
still divide when we concentrate our think- 
ing on “Paul,” “Cephas,” or “Apollos,” but 
when focused on Christ as all in all, our 
divisions dissolve (Col. 3:11). 

Neither was this divisive tendency their 
only stumbling block. A people that set 
such store by ony carried it over to 
their new life, and there was a danger of 
spiritually barren, icy intellectualism and 
pride. Men are not saved by wisdom but by 
Christ who is the Eternal Word. Preach 
Him and you preach the eternal wisdom 
that is received by faith irrespective of 
academic knowledge. Hence while the wis- 
dom of this world is barren (1:19-22) in 
that it brings no real relief to sin-stricken 
humanity, the proclaiming of salvation 
through the cross of Christ brings the dy- 
namic of God (i.e., power; vss. 18-24) to 
the trusting heart. 

That is God’s way—a way not received 
by many of the wise and mighty but, where 
received in simple faith, working a great 
and complete salvation (1: 24,30). Seeing 
this is received as a gift, we have no 
ground for glorying except in the Lord 
(1:29,31). 

In this day of widespread literacy we see 
the danger of evil propaganda whether 
communistically or commercially inspired. 
Literacy is not enough; education alone is 
inadequate; for “the world by its wisdom 
knows not God” (1:21). Doesn’t that wis- 
dom look rather foolish today? So the world 
blunders on to disaster and these Corin- 
thian Christians are warned not to be 
caught up in the spirit of the age. We are 
saved by simple believing on Christ, the 
truth and therefore the light of the world, 
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who sees that His children do not walk in 
darkness. 


These Christians at Cor- 
inth shine like jewels— 
uncut and unpolished perhaps, but still 
infinitely precious and flashing back some- 
thing of the loveliness of Christ. That is 
a picture of Christ’s church everywhere: 
certainly not perfect but, like the diamond, 
rescued from the earth and made precious 
because possessed and irradiated by Him. 


SUMMARY 


October 13, 1957 
Moral Standards in a Church 


Background Scripture: I Corinthians 5—6 
Devotional Reading: Romans 6:12-23 
Memory Selection: I Corinthians 6:19-20 


INTRODUCTION When we approach the 

question of church disci- 
pline, two extremes are to be avoided. On 
the one hand there can be slackness mas- 
querading under the name of love that re- 
gards all discipline as unchristian. If this 
is allowed to develop, the church becomes 
so infected with impurity as to be in- 
distinguishable from the world. On the 
other hand there can gradually grow a 
censorious spirit which, though blind to 
the faults and sins of the critics, has sec- 
ond sight for those of others. This spirit 
becomes hard, uncharitable, and unchrist- 
like and too often roots up the wheat as 
well as tares. 

In the church at Corinth a situation had 
developed that, even for the standards of 
that licentious city, was appalling (5:1). 
In teaching the young church how to deal 
with this situation (Chap. 5) and other 
contentious matters affecting the church 
(Chap. 6), we find practical advice for our 
own day and the spiritual principles gov- 
erning the discipline of the church. 


EXPOSITION 
The Pattern of Discipline 


Paul gives his views on the matter and 
suggests a course of action (5:3,5), but 
insists that the church must apply the disci- 
pline (5:4), yet not as a democracy (gov- 
ernment by the people) but a theocracy 
(government among men recognizing the 
sovereignty of God)—an important dis- 
tinction, for a man-governed church is no 
better than a man-governed anything else! 
The church, meeting in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, with the apostle present 
in spirit and by his written advice, and 
conscious of the power (dunamis, not 
exousia) of the Lord Jesus Christ in the 
midst (vs. 4), should deliver the offender 
to Satan for the destruction of the flesh 
(vs. 5) and separate itself from those living 
in open sin. This judgment of the church 
was meant to be restorative (“that the 
spirit may be saved” vs. 5b and II Cor. 
2:6). Dr. Marcus Dodds writes, “Paul be- 
lieved that certain sins were more likely 
to be cured by bodily suffering than by 
any other agency.” He expected also that 
the judgment pronounced by himself and 
the congregation on this offender would 
have effect in God’s providence. Accord- 
ingly he bids the congregation hand the 
man over to this disciplinary suffering, not 
as a final doom, but as the only likely 
means of saving his soul. It will be re- 
membered that he regarded his own thorn 
in the flesh as a messenger of Satan that, 
nevertheless, humbled him and led into 
a richer experience of God’s grace (II Cor. 
12:7-10). This is surely in accord with our 
Lord’s own teaching on the subject of sins 





of the flesh (Matt. 5:29, 30) and is one ex- 
planation of some diseases being obviously 
the direct consequence of sin. 


The Principles of Discipline 


The necessity for discipline in the church 
is urged under two main principles. (1) 
That sin spreads like leaven (5:6-8) and if 
allowed to stay untouched in the church 
will surely infect the whole. Our perfect, 
spotless, sinless Passover Lamb has been 
slain for our sins (vs. 7) to redeem us unto 
Himself “that we, being dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness” (I Pet. 
2:24). How can we confess Him Lord of 
the church and at the same time permit 
the leaven of sin to mar our devotion and 
worship? (2) In addition to the infectious 
nature of sin, our bodies are the temples 
of the Holy Spirit (3:16, 17; 6:19). God 
dwells permanently within us. Can we pos- 
sibly be so indisolubly joined to Christ 
and active willing partakers of sin? Says 
Professor Dodds, “To be so united to 
Christ in all that is deepest in his nature 
that he knows he can never be separated 
from Him, but must go forward to the 
happy destiny which his Lord already en- 
joys—this is the Christian’s joy, . . . but 
to be united thus in one spirit to Christ 
and at the same time to be united to im- 
purity is forever impossible. Devotedness 
to Christ . . . is incompatible with any 
act which means that we become one in 
body with what is morally polluted.” Every 
member of Christ’s church is a member of 
His body and sharer of His life and must 
therefore be separate from sin. We must 
also realize that as individual members of 
His church we have a collective responsi- 
bility, for a body is not merely various 
members but an articulated whole. A fel- 
lowship (!) of Christians in which there 
is division is a body suffering from self- 
inflicted and grievous wounds. This is dam- 
aging to the body, ludicrous in the eyes 
of the world (6:6), and quite unsuited to 
our high calling in Christ (6:2, 3). If there 
must be judgments, let them be in the 
church before fellow-Christians—but far 
better suffer wrong for the sake of the 
unity of the body of Christ. Oh! if only 
we had a higher conception of the prec- 
iousness of Christ’s bride to Him, we should 
never have afflicted her as we have! 


The intense pressure of 
evil powers in these last 
days, the strong emphasis everywhere on 
sex, the incessant propaganda by which we 
are assailed from every direction, has re- 
sulted in a moral landslide in our coun- 
tries. In such an atmosphere, as at Corinth, 
it is so easy for individual Christians 
and the local churches to lower standards 
and practically erase the clear line of de- 
marcation between Christian and _ non- 
christian standards. At such a time it is 
conviction, not pious hopes or sentimental 
“broad-mindedness” (to be broad is often 
to be shallow and dangerous), which keeps 
a person and the church pure. Let it then 
be stated clearly that a person is saved by 
Christ to live a holy life; that this life can 
only be lived by the indwelling Holy 
Spirit; and that the life will be corporately 
manifested through the local church. It 
therefore follows that anything unholy or 
divisive among God’s ple is incompati- 
ble with being a Christian and should be 
resolutely put away. Should it be that a 
member will not relinquish sin, then it is 
the painful duty of the church (not one 
individual in it!) to exercise discipline. It 
may lead to a temporary diminution of 
numbers, but it will certainly bring an in- 
crease of unity, power, and love. 
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CONCISE THEOLOGY 


BEGINNINGS IN THEOLOGY, by Addison H. 
Leitch. Geneva. 102 pages. 


Reviewed by Frank E. Gaebelein 


In this small book, Dr. Leitch, who is 
President of Pittsburgh-Xenia Theo- 
logical Seminary, has undertaken one 
of the most difficult assignments in re- 
ligious writing, that of presenting sim- 
ply and briefly the essentials of Chris- 
tian theology. Not only so, but he has 
fulfilled this assignment with high dis- 
tinction. In fact, these twelve short 
chapters are the finest introductory 
treatment of evangelical Protestant the- 
ology now in print. Concise though they 
are, they are far from trivial; behind 
their clear exposition of the great doc- 
trines of the faith, the discerning read- 
er senses a deep reservoir of theological 
knowledge. 

While all of the chapters are valu- 
able, Dr. Leitch is at his best when he 
comes to Christ, salvation, the Holy 
Spirit (in some ways the finest portion 
of the book), the sacraments (an out- 
standing presentation), the second ad- 
vent (a carefully balanced view), and 
the resurrection. The chapter on the 
Bible suffers from the elaborate musical 
analogy on which it is built. The idea 
behind the analogy is excellent, but to 
base it on so sentimental a composition 
as Liszt’s Liebestraum and to compare 
the lushness of Liszt’s music with the ex- 
alted message of God’s love in Christ is 
unfortunate. Nor is the thought of Wag- 
ner bending every effort to arrange this 
little piano piece for string quartet, 
symphony, or even piano variations, 
musically convincing. Perhaps in a fu- 
ture edition Dr. Leitch will re-work this 
analogy on a sounder basis. (Mendels- 
sohn arranging Bach might be consider- 
ed.) The chapter on the church goes 
back effectively to the Reformation, al- 
though one could wish that it might 
contain more about the _first-century 
church. 

These matters, however do not affect 
the unusual worth of this book. Dr. 
Leitch has a gift for conveying theologi- 
cal truth through apt illustration and 
lucid exposition. In fact, his facility in 
bringing ideas vividly to life is reminis- 
cent of C. S. Lewis. It is to be hoped 
that he will do more writing of this 
kind; we need his ability to communi- 
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cate evangelical doctrine with clarity, 
interest, and grace. 


Dr. Gaebelein is Headmaster of Stony 
Brook School, Stony Brook, Long Island. 


THE BEGINNING, by Maria Leach. Funk 
& Wagnalls. 253 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by Donald Grey Barnhouse 


This volume for school children con- 
cerns the .myths about creation that 
have been devised by peoples all around 
the world. The author is renowned in 
her field, since her two-volume Stand- 
ard Dictionary of Folklore, Mythology 
and Legend, is the foremost work of its 
kind in the English language. The pres- 
ent volume has been written for the 
child and so is all the more interesting. 
It is a book that can be read in odd 
moments, and has some astounding 
sidelights. There are traces of biblical 
truth found through many of these stor- 
ies. More than one myth mentions the 
haze or fog that we know as “darkness 
upon the face of the deep.” The Mayans 
have God born of a virgin mother and 
dying on a cross. Miss Leach says, “It is 
interesting to note how many peoples, 
without contact or knowledge of each 
other, have come up with some of the 
same conjectures.” The answer is, of 
course, that when God divided the race 
into its many tongues the people went 
off in all directions with a knowledge 
of the original truth that had been 
handed down from Adam _ through 
Noah and his sons. 


THE LIVING OF THESE DAYS: AN AUTOBIOG- 
GRAPHY, by Harry Emerson Fosdick. 
Harper. 324 pp. $4.00. 


Reviewed by Culbert G. Rutenber 


The “Jesse James of [yesterday’s] the- 
ological world” has written his autobi- 
ography! His real name was Harry Em- 
erson Fosdick, and his name awakes a 
flood of memories for those who can re- 
member the modernist-fundamentalist 
controversies of the 1920s and ’30s. 

Fosdick’s autobiography is an absorb- 
ingly interesting tale, told by a master 


of the English language. One admires’ 
his alert mind, his courteous spirit, his 
craftsmanship as a pulpiteer, his lack of 
money-madness, the honesty which 
made him refuse to hide his heretical 
convictions behind double-talk, his con- 
cern for the individual as the head of 
a great city church, his energy in good 
causes for human uplift. 

But alas for his theology! He not only 
repudiates orthodoxy, but finds much of 
neo-orthodoxy “incredible” and “alarm- 
ing”—especially the thought of Brunner. 
He remains an unreconstructed liberal, 
as his definition of the essence of the 
Christian faith shows: “Basic faith in 
God, in the divinity revealed in Christ, 
in personality’s sacredness and possibfli- 
ties, and in the fundamental principles 
of life’s conduct” exhibited by Jesus (p. 
269). A thin gruel. 

But alas, too, for fundamentalism. If 
only it had maintained the high level 
of “dignified,” “fair-minded,” “courte- 
ous” controversy exhibited by Clarence 
Macartney, who launched the attack. 
Dr. Rutenber is Professor of Philosophy of 
Religion and of Social Ethics at Eastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 


A NEW TESTAMENT WORDBOOK, by William 
Barclay. Harper. 128 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Everett F. Harrison 


Some laymen are inclined to be en- 
vious of the preacher and the biblical 
scholar because these men have access 
to the riches of the Greek New Testa- 
ment, something which is denied to the 
uninitiated. Here is a little book writ- 
ten by a British scholar which will 
bridge the gap and enrich the general 
reader in the knowledge of the back- 
ground of many of the key words of 
the New Testament. Classical Greek, 
the Septuagint, Hellenistic writings, 
papyri and inscriptions are drawn upon 
for the understanding of the terms as 
they occur in the biblical text. 

One is not surprised to learn that 
when these studies appeared seriatim in 
the British Weekly, there was a steadily 
increasing demand for their reprinting 
in book form. The work is completely 
free of pedantry. It has the layman in 
view. It gets the subject across with 
simplicity and economy of language. 

Only one unfortunate tendency mars 
the excellence of the book. Now and 
then the author makes a categorical 
statement which the evidence will not 
sustain. For example, he states that, “In 
the NT hamartia does not describe a 
definite act of sin.” But I John 5:16 is 
sufficient refutation. Again, he says, 
“Epithumia always has the notion of 
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desiring that which should not be de- 
sired.” This is contradicted by Luke 
22:15 and Phil. 1:23. Notwithstanding 
these occasional blemishes, the book is 
highly recommended as illuminating the 
Word of God. 

Dr. Harrison is Professor of New Testa- 


ment at Fuller Theological Seminary, 
Pasadena, Calif. 


THE WONDER OF THE WORD, by Gwynn 
McLendon Day. Revell. 222 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Herbert Henry Ehrenstein 


Through the years, numerous books 
have appeared as admirable texts for 
courses in Christian evidences. Such vol- 
umes have generally offered proofs for 
the inspiration of Scripture, reasons for 
accepting its authenticity. Some have 
been simple even to the point of 
naivete; others, philosophical and pro- 
found. A happy combination of con- 
temporary illustrations and traditional, 
tried-and-true proofs is offered in these 
pages. The miracle of the Bible’s sur- 
vival, the demonstration of its power, 
confirmation from fulfilled prophecy, 
the witness of great men, evidence from 
the universal appeal of Scripture, its in- 
fluence on civilization, and other testi- 
monies to the Word are suggested in a 
modern setting as answers to the ques- 
tion, “How do you know that the Bible 
is true?” With so many people today 
asking this question in one form or 
other, this fresh version of the. peren- 
nial proofs is welcome and will prove to 
be a splendid volume for earnest 
seekers. 

The reviewer is pastor of Bethany Church, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

EXPOSITION OF ZECHARIAH, by H. C. 
Leupold. Wartburg. $4.00. 


Reviewed by Donald Grey Barnhouse 





There are not many commentaries on 
the prophetic books, and the appear- 
ance of a sound volume in this field is 
always a matter of importance. Dr. 
Leupold, Lutheran Hebrew scholar of 
note, is already known for his exposi- 
tory works on Genesis, Ecclesiastes and 
Daniel. All three defend the authority 
of the Word of God in stalwart fashion. 
It is the same with this new volume on 
Zechariah. He notes the various schemes 
by which the supposed scholars of re- 
cent times have tried to shuffle various 
portions of Zechariah to make the order 
of the text fit their theories. Leupold 
points out that such procedures are not 
valid exegesis, stating, “One’s real con- 
cern should be first to enter sympathet- 
ically into the meaning of the text as it 
now stands.” The author’s translation 
is interesting, the devotional thoughts 
lead to Christ, the ethical teachings are 
high. This reviewer’s one regret is that 
the author failed to understand that 


the major part of Zechariah’s prophecy 
has to do with the second coming of 
Christ and God’s dealings with the 
Jews. Consequently, he has missed some 
of the finer points of meaning. His 
bibliography does not mention David 
Baron's great exposition of this proph- 
ecy, perhaps the best in print in any 
language, and therefore he is evidently 
unaware of the work that has been done 
in this field. 


CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE, by Ralph L. Veen- 
stra. Guardian. 180 pp. $2.90. 


Reviewed by Walter R. Martin 


This is an interesting and informative 
book on Christian marriage and the 
difficulties that will arise in any mar- 
riage. 

The author is a successful minister of 
the Christian Reformed Church and is 
well known for his popular and pene- 
trating interpretations of Scripture. He 
covers such subjects as the divine institu- 
tion of marriage, celibacy and marriage, 
the divine organization of marriage, 
marriage and sex, the purpose of mar- 
riage, the choice of a marriage partner, 
courtship and marriage, marriage and 
divorce, successful marriage, etc. 

This reviewer was particularly struck 
by the open way in which Veenstra 
deals with the great biblical institution 
of marriage, though of course certain 
areas of opinion and judgment will 
cause some to disagree. All in all, how- 
ever, he has dealt ably with a difficult 
subject and orientated all his judgments 
in the light of sound biblical theology. 

Today, when the problems of mar- 
riage, especially among Christians, are 
more and more coming into the public’s 
eye, it is refreshing to see a sane and 
reasonable evaluation of the responsi- 
bilities involved in a Christian mar- 
riage, and the pitfalls into which 
couples may fall. It will profit many 
Christians to take time to study Veen- 
stra’s findings. 


THE CHRISTIAN CONCEPT OF FREEDOM, by 
Henry Stob. International. 52 pp. 
$1.25. 


Reviewed by Herbert Henry Ehrenstein 


“Freedom” is a word that almost 
everyone in America honors, yet per- 
haps relatively few really understand. Is 
man really free, and if so, in what sense, 
and how much of him? What about the 
liberty of a person’s conscience? Can 
the conscience be free or is it perma- 
nently bound to someone or something? 
What are the obligations of freedom— 
man’s duties to God and his fellow 
man? Dr. Stob, Associate Professor of 
Ethics and Apologetics at Calvin Theo- 
logical Seminary, has done an excellent 
piece of work in analyzing the concept 
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_of freedom, primarily from the Calvin- 
istic standpoint. The subject matter is 
well thought out and provocative and 
will certainly enable the reader to think 
and talk intelligently on this theme, of 
such vital importance when the minds 
of so many people are being enslaved. 
Stimulating reading. 


ADVENTUROUS PREACHING, by James H. 
Robinson. Channel. 182 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Donald Grey Barnhouse 


For the first time the Lyman Beecher 
Lectures at Yale have been delivered by 
a Negro preacher, and this volume is 
doubly interesting because of this fact. 
In all probability Yale wanted to do a 
good deed and show itself racially tol- 
erant. Looking around for a Negro 
preacher it picked a young man, the 
youngest ever to give such a series of 
lectures at Yale, and gave him the task. 
Robinson, a graduate of Lincoln Uni- 
versity and Union Seminary in New 
York, has had a remarkably successful 
ministry. Upon his graduation in 1935, 
he organized his work in Harlem with 
fewer than fifty members and now min- 
isters to a congregation of more than 
two thousand. 

In the past the Beecher lectures have 
been a “do-it-yourself” volume to help 
preachers prepare sermons. Robinson 
has departed from this path and has at- 
tempted a task much beyond his powers 
and experience. His book is nothing 
less than an attempt to map a strategy 
for the church in its relationship to the 
community, both in the city and the 
suburbs, and in the mission field. Al- 
though it leaves something to be de- 
sired, it gives us deep insights into the 
mind of the Negro and shows us the 
great work that must be done for this 





submerged tenth of our national popu- | 
lation. Dr. Robinson shows that approx- | 
imately 20,000 Negroes graduate from | 


colleges and universities each year in 
the United States but that less than one 
hundred become ministers. Since 700 
Negro ministers are needed each year to 
fill the vacancies in Negro churches it is 
obvious that the great mass of Negro 
ministers are uneducated and that the 
educated Negroes are not going to asso- 
ciate themselves. with the churches 
pastored by untrained men. If read with 
sympathy and insight, this book can be 
an important factor in increased racial 
understanding. 


THE SMALL WOMAN, by Alan Burgess. E. 
P. Dutton. 256 pp. $3.95. 


Reviewed by Herbert Henry Ehrenstein 


A slight, unknown woman, disheveled 
and delirious, was left on the steps of 
the Scandinavian-American Mission of 
the Chinese town of Hsing P’ing one 
night by two Chinese peasants—her only 
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remaining possession a Chinese Bible to 
which she clung tenaciously. Thus be- 
gins one of the most unusual mission- 
ary stories of recent date, the story of 
Ai-weh-deh (the Virtuous One), Gladys 
Aylward. Convinced that the Lord had 
commissioned her to go to China, 
Gladys ventured forth with ninepence 
in coin and two one-pound travelers’ 
checks, her Bible, fountain pen, tickets 
and passport. A fantastic trip across 
Europe, Russia and Siberia, to Japan 
and finally into China ultimately led 
Miss Aylward into the beloved land of 
her calling. 

The Small Woman is a true account 
of a brave young woman, turned down 
by a mission board, yet determined to 
become a missionary in spite of all ob- 
stacles. The book recounts her many 
adventures, some of which seem almost 
unbelievable, as she ministered to the 
Chinese people in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Complemented by sixteen photo- 
graphs and two maps which enable the 


reader to follow “the small woman’s 


progress, this volume will prove to be 
one of the most thrilling contemporary 
missionary stories to come from the 
presses. One could wish that there were 
more emphasis on the actual ministry 
of the gospel of Christ to combine with 
the social stress, but the book will give ' 
an admirable view of the mission field 
challenge. 


MY SERMON NOTES, by Charles H. Spur- 
geon. Revell. 1067 pp. $4.95. 


_ Reviewed by George W. Carson 


Here is a book of helpful outlines on 
discourses which are plain in speech and 
less rhetorical than many. Although 
helpful in their content, they are not 
intended to encourage indolence, but 
rather to help bewildered industry. 
They are not intended for the man 
who wants some other to do his think- 
ing. 

At the end of each outline are ex- 
tracts from additional sources which 
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brighten the sermon and refresh the 
jaded mind. It shows how contentment 
lies within a man; that one becomes 
comfortable by a quieted mind, not by 
having the barrels filled. 

From Genesis to Revelation, these 
pages lay before us the major topics of 
atonement, perseverance, the perform- 
ance of duty, the source of salvation, 
and repentance. Says Spurgeon, “I had 
sooner have the Word of God at my 
back than all the armies and navies 
. . . for the Word of God is the source 
of all the universe and within it is an 
infinite supply of reserve.” 

He has an excellent outline on the 
Last Supper, pointing out the personal 
and abiding memorial attached thereto. 

There are numerous contributions to 
the strengthening of our faith. Repeat- 
edly he shows how intimately the be- 
liever’s duties are interwoven with his 
privileges, and all are bound up to 
Christ. 

The metaphors are simple but force- 
ful. The language is pithy. The entire 
content is edifying. 

Dr. Carson is pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church, Williamsport, Pa. 


THERE GOES THE MIDDLE EAST, by Alfred 
M. Lilienthal. Devin-Adair. 290: pp. 
$4.00. 


ld Grey Barnhouse 





Reviewed by D 


The Jews are always extremely 
grieved when one of their number be- 
comes a Christian. They should be 
doubly grieved that Alfred Lilienthal 
has left Judaism to become a Univer- 
salist. He is the ex-Jew who wrote the 
Reader’s Digest article, “Israel’s Flag is 
Not Mine,” followed by his book What 
Price Israel? He took a strong stand 
against Zionism, and his pro-Arab posi- 
tion shocked many Jews. Now in his 
latest book he bitterly attacks the Jews 
as well as those who helped them. Pres- 
ident Truman is accused of helping 
create the nation of Israel for political 
purposes. His main thesis is that the 
failure of the nations to solve the Arab 
refugee problem is the cause of all the 
tension in the Middle East. What dis- 
turbs me most is the obvious bias of this 
writer. He takes day-to-day facts and 
distorts them to fit his position. A whole 
section of the book is given to quota- 
tions from the daily press and claims 
that the press of the world is biased. 
Many observers who are neutral have 
been over the same territory as the au- 
thor and have come out with opposite 
conclusions. Holding the views that he 
does, it is not astonishing that he was 
photographed with Nasser, King Saud 
and other Arab leaders. Don’t waste 
your time on this one. 
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EDITORIALS 


(Continued from page 8) 


horse: My difficulty with the use of 
music in evangelism is that sometimes 
it is used with an entirely different mo- 
tive—the creation of a ‘mood,’ the ap- 
plication of psychological pressure. Now 
I am on the tightrope, I know—but at 
least I’ve had a try, and I’m aware of 
its dangers.” 


BIBLE STUDY OR CHRIST? 


While reading the foregoing editorial 
by Cyclops, I noticed the sentence about 
things that can run away with a man 
and dominate him, even to the exclu- 
sion of God Himself. In addition to 
cultural matters, Cyclops mentioned 
“money, or sport, or even ecclesiastical 
politics.” At that point.my mind went 
a-roving and I pondered other things 
that can take a man’s heart away from 
Christ. 

First, I thought of preaching the gos- 
pel. Someone may ask, How can that 
take a man’s heart away from Christ? 
I know that it can. A man can become 
so interested in the method and tech- 
nique of preaching, in the power that 
his preaching exerts over an audience, 
and may become so proud of being able 
to hold an audience, that he must turn 
utterly from these things if the blessing 
of the Holy Spirit is to be upon the 
word that is spoken through his lips. 
Early in my ministry I had this out with 
the Lord in a deep-fought struggle. Since 
then I have often recalled this struggle 
in a lightning flash of prayer between 
two sentences of a sermon, and reminded 
the Lord that the whole campaign was 
fought and won by Him long ago, and 
that any blessing must come from Him. 
Unfortunate the preacher who has not 
wrestled with the angel and had his 
thigh put out of joint. How blessed, in 
the midst of preaching, to put one’s 
hand for a moment on the dried-up 
sinew and remember afresh in the full- 
ness of the Holy Spirit that God does 
the work and not man. 

The same goes for Bible study, which 
has taken many a heart away from 
Christ. We have only to read the naus- 
eous publications of Jehovah’s Witness- 
es, interlarded with texts taken out of 
context to see what we are talking about 
in its worst form. But the same thing 
exists in many evangelical circles. How 
often we find people who have studied 
the Bible until they have lifted them- 
selves to a place of high pride! Laymen 
have told me that they knew much, 
much more about the Bible than their 
ministers did. Now this may have been 
true, but the man who truly knows 
Christ does not boast. Rather, he re- 
members that it has been written, “No 
one can receive anything except what 
is given him from Heaven” (John 3:27); 


and, “If anyone imagines that he knows 
something, he does not yet know as he 
ought to know. . . . Knowledge puffs 
up, but love builds up” (I Cor. 8:2, 1). 

Our preaching, our praying, our Bible 
study, our very breathing, must be 
bathed in the love of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 





RIOTS IN FORMOSA 


(Continued from page 24) 


pull the strings, even if these devices 
fall apart or blow up in their faces. 
They are going to run things, even if 
they run them badly. They will not 
tolerate interference. The mission boards 
that do not recognize this fact are doing 
a disservice to the western world as well 
as to Christianity. Japan will try its 
Girards, and Formosa will try its Ameri- 
can visitors who are accused of crime. 
They will do this even as we Americans 
would try an employee of the British 
or Russian legation who got drunk in 
a night club and stabbed an American. 
The same fiery desires that run in 
American veins from Adam also run in 
the veins of Orientals. 

In all this, a great spiritual principle 
is involved. God’s purpose is not smooth- 
running efficiency in affairs, whether 
hospital, publication, or church ad- 
ministration. We do not mean by this 
that God is not a God of order, for He 
has told us that He is, and the universe 
around us proves it in infinite ways. 
God’s primary purpose now is taking 
out a people for His name and training 
that people. He is not training an 
American people, or a Japanese people, 
but a believing people. He could have 
done His work better without human 
beings than with them. The gospel 
could have been proclaimed by legions 
of angels if He had wished. And the 
angels would not have had to go through 
study courses, conferences, workshops 
and what-not to learn an_ efficient 
method. Angels would do better work 
than Amcricans but God chose to use 
us in our own sphere. In a like manner, 
Americans might work more smoothly 
than Formosans, but God wants to use 
Formosans in Formosa. The important 
thing is not efficiency in activity, but the 
training of believers. 

American Christian leaders abroad 
should not be afraid to let go com- 
pletely, for we believe that the Holy 
Spirit will control and guide every be- 
liever, no matter what his kingdom, 
tongue, tribe or nation. The problem 
is more difficult for the civil government, 
because, though there are many Chris- 
tians in Chiang’s forces, the percentage 
is very small. In this tricky world, we 
thank God that we can remain un- 
troubled in the midst of wars and rumors 
of war. 
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PAPAL POLITICS 


(Continued from page 15) 


Pope constantly campaigning for spe- 
cial privileges and powers and for the 
kind of union between church and 
state that democracy must oppose. 

In the last few months, the Pope has 
intervened politically at least twice in 
Latin America: in Colombia and in 
Argentina. In Colombia, the Rojas dic- 
tatorship had been set up with the con- 
sent and aid of the bishops. It was over- 
thrown a few months ago by violence 
that was incited by the same bishops. 
Many Roman Catholic students lost 
their lives. Cardinal Luque attended a 
conference at three in the morning 
with Rojas and the military junta that 
sought to replace him. By dawn, Rojas 
was leaving the country. 

It is not entirely clear why the Pope 
sacked Rojas. Perhaps it was for the 
same reason that he sacked Peron. Rojas 
seemed to be gathering labor union sup- 
port. Perhaps he was acting too inde- 
pendently. At any rate, the deposing of 
Rojas was not necessary to guarantee 
Roman Catholic liberty. As his country- 
men would say, he was “mas Catolico 
que el Papa..” It was Protestant relig- 
ious liberty that needed protection. It 
maybe for the best that Rojas was 
thrown out. But it wasn’t done to pro- 
tect Roman Catholic liberty. 

In Argentina, Peron having been 
thrown out, the provisional government 
called a_ constitutional convention. 
Scores of tiny political parties now vie 
for seats in it. In June, the Church 
ordered its communicants to boycott all 
parties that advocate (a) divorce or (b) 
compulsory secular education. These 
are things that we have in all our states. 
They don’t seem to interfere with Ro- 
man Catholic worship or preaching. 
Why should they interfere in Argen- 
tina? Isn’t it just that the Pope is try- 
ing to impose on all Argentines, Ro- 
man Catholic or non-Catholic, his own 
religious views? 

In Europe, perhaps the best example 
of a Roman Catholic-dominated country 
is Spain. No Protestant public worship 
is permitted. In a recent statement to 
American Catholics, Franco justified his 
bloody dictatorship because it served to 
protect and defend Roman Catholicism. 
This is largely true. But he wasn’t pro- 
tecting the liberties of Roman Catho- 
lics. He was preserving the privileges of 
their bishops and their Pope. 

Elsewhere, papal representatives have 
been instructing Roman Catholic voters 
exactly how their ballots ought to be 
marked. In Belgium, they were told that 
they could not vote for either the Con- 
servative or the Socialist party. In Ger- 
many, they were instructed not to vote 
for the Social Democrats who are trying 
to unseat Prime Minister Adenauer, head 
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of the Catholic “Christian Democratic” 
Party. The Roman Catholics, obviously, 
are not being persecuted in Germany. 
They would not be persecuted by the 
Social Democrats. The Pope’s purpose 
must be the keeping of his own people 
in control. One independent newspaper 
accused the Church of trying to estab- 
lish in Germany a one-party government 
such as the Church now controls in 
Portugal. 

In France and Italy, as in Germany, 
the Pope seeks to control the seats of 
power thru his own “Catholic Party.” 
In Italy, Roman Catholic Party Pre- 
mier Adone Zoli has just come to power 
on the basis of his firm personal promise 
that he would relinquish his post rather 
than accept neo-Fascist support. He ac- 
cepted such support. He did not resign. 
He is talking grandly of “neo-Atlan- 
tism,” which will increase Italy’s influ- 
ence in the world. He is following the 
path of Mussolini, with the Pope’s guid- 
ance. 

In France, the Roman Catholic party 
has been sharing power with the Social- 
ists. Recently the Socialists joined with 
conservatives to form a new government 
and left the Roman Catholics out. 
American millionaire Joseph P. Kennedy 
happened to be visiting the Pope. In a 
few days, his son, John, rose in the 
United States Senate to blast French 
policies in Algeria where the whole eco- 
nomic future of France is at stake. Again 
the Pope seems to be seeking, not Ro- 
man Catholic protection, but hierarchi- 
cal political power. 

In Germany, Adenauer’s Roman 
Catholic party, with strong support 
from our own State Department, has had 
control of the government. The Prime 
Minister now says that the vote on 
September 15 will decide whether Ger- 
many and Europe will remain Christian 
or go Communist. But it is doubtful 
that papal politics stands so clearly for 
Christian democracy and against Com- 
munist dictatorship. Perhaps the Pope 
stands, instead for papal political power, 
whether it be democratic, monarchical, 
Fascist, or Communist. 

The Pope and his primate were the 
most violent enemies of the Polish Com- 
munist regime. The Cardinal landed in 
jail. Suddenly, a deal was made. The 
government recognizes the Church’s 
“rights” and pays for Roman Catholic 
education out of the public treasury. 
The Cardinal got out of jail. He joined 
in the election campaign on the Com- 
munist side. They won a wonderful vic- 
tory. He demanded American aid for his 
country. It got 95 million. The Cardinal 
went to Rome and was blessed by the 
Pope. He was given a “red hat.” The 
color was doubly appropriate. 

Time magazine reports that “with 
Vatican approval but no direct Vatican 
participation, the Roman Catholic 
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Church in Hungary has been carrying 
on negotiations with the country’s Red 
regime.” If the Hungarian government 
puts up the necessary cash for support 
of the Church, we may well expect an- 
other concordat. Must we then cease our 
opposition to the cutthroat Kadar re- 
gime? Must we then, perhaps, substi- 
tute a program of American financial 
aid? 

In his New York Times article, Hoff- 
man says that “the antagonism between 
the Vatican and the Kremlin is deeper 
. .. than the West’s opposition to Com- 
munism.” This is false. The Pope’s an- 
tagonism is no deeper than his personal 
royal interests. But the American citizen 
opposes Communism because it is un- 
democratic. We will not come to terms 
with Communism until it is democra- 
tized. But from the record, it appears 
that the Pope might well come to terms, 
and go over to the Communist side, as 
soon as he gets the privileges and pre- 
rogatives that he thinks are properly his. 


The following item, written before 
Khrushchev’s seizure of complete power, 
describes a situation that took place 
more than a year ago. It is of such in- 
terest that we thought it worthy of pub- 
lication despite the time lag. 


RUSSIA REFUSES VISAS TO ISRAEL 


Réalités, important French magazine, 
has published a tape-recorded interview 
between French Socialists and Soviet 
leaders which took place in Moscow re- 
cently. The Russians were extremely 
frank in their statements. Important 
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quotes show that the Reds state formally 
that they will not allow any spread of 
Yiddish culture in Russia. They will not 
give visas for emigration to Israel or 
visits to Israel. The reason is that they 
hold that Israel is controlled by Amer- 
ican capitalism and that it would be too 
easy to establish espionage relations 
through Israel that would hurt Russia. 
The following transcription is most in- 
teresting: 
Commin: Is it necessary to be an atheist 
in order to belong to the Communist 
party? 
Khrushchev: Yes. But there are com 
munists who are atheists in the cell and 
Christians at home. 
Shepilov: They are rare. 
Khrushchev: That exists in Asia. Also 
in the country. Perhaps even among the 
intellectuals. 
Shepilov: The Communist party is ma- 
terialistic. 
Commin: Is a Christian accepted in the 
Communist party? 
Khrushchev: No. 
Mikoyan: A Communist must accept 
the ideologies of the party. That is why 
there is a preliminary period before one 
can be admitted to the party. There 
must be a minimum unity of thought. 
The whole report of the three sessions 
held in Moscow makes fascinating read- 
ing and shows, beyond question, that 
the group of leaders of Russia form one 
granite brain-block, and that it is im- 
possible to trust them in anything or to 
hope for any change. To trust Russia 
at any point is to take a step on the 
road to national suicide. 


BRENNAN ON OBSCENITY 


American parents applauded Justice 
William J. Brennan’s decision barring 
obscene material from the mails, but 
lawyers were perturbed by some of the 
reasons he gave for it. The majority 
held that obscenity is not protected by 
the First Amendment if it “offends the 
common conscience of the community.” 
But Justice Douglas, dissenting said 
this standard would not be acceptable 
“if religion, economics, politics, or 
philosophy were involved. How does it 
become a constitutional standard when 
literature treating sex is involved?” 

Brennan said that “the First Amend- 
ment was fashioned to assure unfettered 
interchange of ideas for the bringing 
about of social and political changes. 
He did not mention literature calculat- 
ed to change religious views except for 
a favorable reference to the laws, now 
mostly defunct, which used to punish 
blasphemy. 

To evangelical Protestants, it is blas- 
phemous to deny the deity of Christ. 
Can Jews in a Protestant community be 
jailed for doing so? Can Unitarians be 
punished for denying the Trinity? Can 
Protestants in a Roman Catholic com- 


munity be punished for denying papal 
doctrines about the Blessed Virgin 
merely because such denials “offend the 
common conscience” of that commun- 
ity? 

This is what Justice Douglas fears in 
Brennan’s decision. Future cases must 
devise a way to protect religious rights 
without at the same time opening the 
door to obscenity. 


BISHOP DEFENDS IRON CURTAIN CHRISTIANS 


Bishop Hanns Lilje of Hanover, Ger- 
many, president of the Lutheran World 
Federation, asked people in the free 
world not to pass judgment upon the 
leaders of Christian churches behind 
the Iron Curtain who may be forced to 
make compromises with their Commun- 
ist governments. 

“From my own experience under the 
Nazis, I know that the lines are not al- 
ways clearly drawn,” the bishop told 
newsmen. 

Bishop Lilje was imprisoned briefly 
by the Nazis during World War II and 
was subjected to continuous pressure 
from the Hitler government because of 
his criticism of its policies. 

The bishop said that “we will not be 
fooled” by any Communist propaganda 
which might be voiced by delegates 
from Iron Curtain countries who attend 
the Lutheran World Assembly at Min- 
neapolis, August 15-27. 

Bishop Lilje made his comment in 
response to statements by five refugee 
Protestant clergymen who testified re- 
cently before the Senate Internal Secur- 
ity sub-committee. The refugees assert- 
ed that delegates to the Lutheran meet- 
ing from Communist countries are ap- 
pointees of the Red governments and 
may seek to spread false propaganda 
about freedom of religion. 

“If there is a man who is just a serv- 
ant of the other system [atheism] and 
who does not really care for Christian- 
ity, we would soon find him out,” Bish- 
op Lilje declared. 


LARGE CHURCH IN COLOMBIA REOPENED 


More than a thousand people attend- 
ed the morning service at the Four- 
square Gospel Church of Barrancaber- 
meja,. Colombia, on Sunday, June 9. It 
was the first meeting since the church 
was closed by the Colombian govern- 
ment over a year ago. 

The decision to reopen was made 
after consultation with the military 
mayor of the town. He told the mis- 
sionary, Joseph Knapp, that the new 
military government now in power had 
given him no orders regarding the clos- 
ed church. The new Colombian regime 
has promised, however, to give all the 
liberties guaranteed by the national 
constitution, including religious free- 
dom. The new mayor told the mission- 
ary it was up to the church whether it 
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opened or not, and the missionary 
promptly announced it would open the 
following Sunday. 

The Barrancabermeja church, largest 
Protestant church in Colombia, was off- 
cially closed in May 1956 on the basis 
that it is located in the “mission terri- 
tories” of the Roman Catholic Church. 
All Protestant activity in these territor- 
ies is forbidden. Some 30 other churches 
were also closed at that time. 


CANADIANS DEPLORE VATICAN ENVOY 
PRESSURE 


A resolution deploring “the constant 
and unremitting pressure upon our gov- 
ernment to appoint an envoy to the 
Vatican” was adopted at a meeting of 
the Bay of Quinte Conference of the 
United Church of Canada. The resolu- 
tion reaffirmed the conference’s opposi- 
tion to such an appointment. In an- 
other action, the delegates condemned 
the continuance of large-scale nuclear 
explosions. 

The Rev. Albert Johnson of the On- 
tario Temperance Federation reported 
an increase in the use of alcoholic bev- 
erages by Canadian adults. He said 72 
per cent of the country’s adults now 
consume these beverages. Mr. Johnson 
attributed the rise to “the increasing 
number of women who take a drink.” 
He charged the trend in women’s drink- 
ing was causing a “deterioration” in the 
Church’s attitude toward liquor. 


SPANISH EMIGRANTS ON SPAIN 


N. Molina Fabrega, writing in a re- 
cent issue of Iberica, reports on his at- 
tempts to become acquainted with the 
general reactions of the Spaniards them- 
selves to the present conditions in 
Spain. He feels that his recent extended 
visit to Venezuela enabled him to really 
fathom the Spanish thought and atti- 
tude, for Venezuela is the Latin Amer- 
ican country receiving the largest num- 
ber of Spanish emigrants who “give up 
their austere life in their homeland to 
remake their lives in countries offering 
greater economic security.” 

“The one characteristic common to 
all of the Spanish emigrants to Vene- 
zuela,” he says, “is dissatisfaction with 
the Franco regime. We could not find 
one single person who favored it, not 
even among the priests and monks, of 
whom not a few have settled in that 
country. . . . All with whom we spoke 
were unanimous on one point: life in 
Spain is unbearable on every level; even 
the clergy agreed with this, for the most 
part.” 

Commenting on the opinion which 
the youth of Spain have formed of the 
North American democracy “which they 
see giving aid to the Franco regime,” 
the writer made the following observa- 
tion. “The admiration which Spain’s 
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youth feels for the United States is 
without parallel, yet this admiration has 
suffered serious reverses from the col- 
lective accusation that it is thanks to 
the American government that Franco 
has remained in power since the end of 
the war.” 

The younger generation of Spaniards 
is described as having a great aversion 
to the clergy, whom they accuse of sup- 
porting the regime and of profiting 
from it for material rather than spirit- 
ual gains, and of unrestrained meddling 
in the civil life of the Spanish people. 
Yet it was observed that “the majority, 
almost the totality, attended religious 
services without any pressure having 
been put on them, as happens only too 
frequently in Spain. Evidently their 
aversion toward the Catholic clergy of 
Spain has not led them to irreligious- 
ness.” 


REVIVAL BLESSING IN COMMUNIST CHINA 


In an area where the China Inland 
Mission first worked 90 years ago hun- 
dreds have accepted Christ through the 
ministry of a Christian layman, accord- 
ing to EFMA missionary news service. 

The authorities, always alert to any 
agitation, sent in scouts to find out why 
people sat in meetings so long without 
food, and in the cold. Some of these 
“observers” were saved. 


BERGGRAV ASSAILS TOYNBEE 


In Norway, Bishop Eivind Berggrav, 
has taken issue with the English histor- 
ian, Arnold Toynbee. Professor Toyn- 
bee has argued that the great religions 
should recognize one another and work 
out a form of “peaceful coexistence,” 
admitting the values of each. Bishop 
Berggrav points out that Christians 
cannot reject Toynbee’s view simply be- 
cause of distaste, but they should recog- 
nize their fundamental convictions 
about the uniqueness of Christ. There 
is no place, he said, for an attitude of 
superiority. But neither can Christianity 
regard other beliefs as equally valid and 
still be true to its own convictions. 


SCHOOLS REPORT GAINS 


The Union Biblical Seminary at 
Yeotmal, India reports that 97 students 
have already been accepted for the new 
year, and 54 applicants have had to be 
refused because of lack of space and 
funds. The seminary, a cooperative 
project of 16 mission boards, is the sec- 
ond largest theological seminary in In- 
dia. The Formosa Christian College, 
founded by Dr. James Graham and 
opened two years ago, now has a stu- 
dent body of more than 600, with hun- 
dreds being turned away for lack of 
room. 


ambridge 
“= Bible 


WITH THE 
UNCONDITIONAL 
GUARANTEE 





HYMNS 


edited by 
Paul Beckwith 
164 hymns. Over 
75,000 copies sold. 
“It is doubtful if 
any other collection of 
hymns now in print 
can supply such a 
beautiful and wor- 
shipful selection of 
hymns—both words 
and music—as does 
this publication .. - 
Recommended wherever Christian 
groups wish to honor God in their 
singing.” ETERNITY 
“This hymnal could well serve as 
a book of sacred songs for in- 
formal gatherings of Lutherans. 
—LUTHERAN STANDARD 


Washable paper cover.....75 cents 
at any bookstore 


INTER-VARSITY PRESS 
1519, N. Astor, Dept. E, Chicago 











MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
OVER 2,000,000 SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
So, ine Heat ats ca 
See eey for peor tomusy. end make tlanis 
your organization. Samples FREE to Officials. 

SANGAMON MILLS 
Established 1915 8-75 Cohoes, N. Y. 

















send today for your 


of Prais 
exer: KS rie aN 






Just the book to teach 
and inspire children 

and young people in 

your Sunday school 


and other activities. 
Contains 115 favorite ‘puunound & 
hymns and gospel songs. 4Y4’"x6"’ 
Praois B [ ‘ PUBLICATIONS 
e@ MOUND, MINN. 


Without obligation, please send me free 
copy and quantity prices of Sunday Sch-~! 
Sings. - Dept. ES97 
Name. 





Add 





City. __ State. 
fam: © Pastor © Youth Dir. OS. S. Supt. 
Other. 

Church. 











(Name and City) 





MAIL COUPON TODAY 











JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES 
(Continued from page 23) 


Such are some of the staggering facts 
concerning the activities of the Watch 
Tower Bible and Tract Society. The or- 
ganization is capable of producing more 
than 500 magazines per minute on each 
of seven large rotary presses in a twelve- 
story printing establishment that stag- 
gers the imagination. In this particular 
plant the Witnesses even produce their 
own paste and ink, and last year they 
manufactured fifty tons of printer’s ink 
and eighty tons of glue for their propa- 
ganda matter besides printing over 73,- 
000,000 magazines, etc. In 1955 Jehovah's 
Witnesses as an organization reported 
that its workers put in more than 85,- 
000,000 hours of active service for the 
dissemination of their propaganda, and 
in Germany alone they boast almost 
50,000 individuals as workers. 

The Christian Church can ill afford to 
ignore any longer the tremendous in- 
roads the Watch Tower Bible and Tract 
Society has made on the preaching of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is hoped 
that a careful study of these problems 
will lead the Church to undertake sys- 
tematic methods of combatting this grow- 
ing menace to the true gospel of grace 
as it is in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


The Teaching 


(1) The Doctrine of the Trinity and 
the Deity of Jesus Christ. “The doctrine 
in brief is that there are three gods in 
one: God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost, all three equal in 
power, substance and eternity.” (Let 
God Be True, p. 81, ed. 1946.) It can be 
seen that Jehovah’s Witnesses believe 
that all those who hold the doctrine of 
the Trinity are tritheists; that is, they 
believe in three gods. One of the central 
doctrines therefore of Jehovah’s Witness- 
es is that God is a solitary unit, not a 
Triune Personality, and as they so blunt- 
ly state, “The obvious conclusion there- 
fore is that Satan is the originator of the 
Trinity doctrine” (Let God Be True, 


p- 82). Jehovah’s Witnesses also teach: 


that the Lord Jesus Christ is a created 
being who had a definite beginning in 
time and that He was in reality none 
other than the Archangel Michael, who 
became man; and further, that while He 
walked the earth He was nothing more 
than just a perfect man, “Certainly not 
the Supreme God Almighty in the flesh” 
(Let God Be True, p. 87; Studies in the 
Scripture, Vol. 5, p. 84; also The Truth 
Shall Make You Free, p. 49). 

However, the Scriptures teach that 
Jesus Christ is the eternal Word of God 
(John 1:1), that He became man (John 
1:14), and that He never ceased to be 
the God He was (Phil. 2:8-11). Now 
the Lord Himself also said on numerous 
occasions that He was true deity (John 
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8:58), and it should never be forgotten 
that when Thomas worshipped Him 
after His resurrection (John 20:28), He 
received such worship and did not re- 
buke Thomas, although He would have 
had to do so according to Jehovah's law 
which forbids worship of anyone but 
Jehovah (Ex. 20:1, 2). 

We see, therefore, that the deity of 
the Lord Jesus Christ is definitely a fact 
of New Testament theology and is con- 
trary to the views of Jehovah’s Witness- 
es who teach that He was the greatest 
creation of Jehovah God and not the 
eternal Word of God. The Witnesses in 
this connection often cite Rev. 3:14, 
“The beginning of the creation of God,” 
in total ignorance of the fact that the 
term can also be correctly translated 
“origin or source,” and both Colossians 
1 and Hebrews | tell us that Christ is 
and ever was the source or origin of 
God's creation; that is, that God through 
Him created the universe, for Christ is 
the whole “fullness of the deity bodily” 
(Col. 2:9 RSV). 

Let us bear in mind then that to be a 
Jehovah’s Witness is to be a denier both 
of the Trinity, and the deity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, doctrines which the 
Scriptures irrevocably teach. (See Matt. 
28 and John 14; 15; and 17 for use of 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, coupled, 
and sometimes all together in a verse; 
also John 1:1; 5:18; 8:58, etc.). 

(2) The Doctrine of the Atonement. 
“The ransom for all given by the man 
Christ Jesus does not give or guarantee 
everlasting life or blessing to any man” 
(Studies in the Scripture, Vol. 1, p. 150); 
“that which is redeemed is that which 
was lost, namely, perfect human life with 
its rights and earthly prospects” (Let 
God Be True, p. 96). 

When dealing with the atonement of 
Jesus Christ, Jehovah’s Witnesses are ex- 
tremely careful to use the term “ran- 
somed,” and they boldly state that Christ 
came to ransom man from sin. However, 
the above quotations clearly indicate 
exactly what they mean when they say 
“ransomed”; for according to their 
theology the atonement of Christ did not 
give or guarantee eternal life or bless- 
ing to anyone. The best it did was to 
offer man another opportunity to gain 
everlasting life, and this brand of eter- 
nal life, incidentally, is restricted to the 
earth for all except 144,000 made up of 
selected Witnesses whom they cail “The 
Little Flock” (Let God Be True, p. 121). 

The Christian doctrine of the atone- 
ment, however, teaches clearly that when 
Christ died upon the cross it was a vicar- 
ious sacrifice for the cancellation of the 
penalty of all sin, a provision for eternal 
life for all men, but applicable only to 
those that believe—it is a guarantee of 
forgiveness for “the whole world” (I 
John 2:2). 


(3) The Bodily Resurrection of Christ. 


“This first-born one [Christ] from the 
dead was not raised out of the grave a 
human creature, but he was raised a 
spirit” (Let God Be True, p. 232); also, 
“He was put to death a man, but was 
raised a spirit, being of the highest or- 
der of the divine nature. The man Jesus 
is dead, forever dead” (Russell, Vol. 5, 
pp. 453, 454). Further, “Whether it was 
dissolved into gases or whether it is still 
preserved somewhere as a grand me- 
morial of God’s love, of Christ’s obedi- 
ence, of our redemption, no one knows” 
(Vol. II, p. 129—C. T. Russell, Speaking 
of the Body of Christ). 

It is hardly necessary to point out 
from the foregoing quotations that Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses categorically deny the 
bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, a fact which the twenty-fourth 
chapter of Luke emphatically states, 
quoting Christ Himself who gave the lie 
to this Russellite version by stating in 
verse 39 that He definitely was not “a 
spirit” and offered His resurrection body 
for examination as proof of this truth. 
In addition to this, in the twentieth 
chapter of John, Christ speaking to 
“doubting Thomas” proffered His body 
to be examined and felt, as irrefutable 
proof that He had risen bodily from 
the grave. Jehovah’s Witnesses have 
never attempted to answer these verses 
from an exegetical or grammatical 
standpoint; instead they try to erect a 
compilation of other Scripture verses 
taken out of their context as “proof” 
that Christ was raised a spirit and not 
in a bodily form. 

Judge Rutherford stated their posi- 
tion clearly when he said, “Our Lord’s 
human body—the one crucified—was re- 
moved from the tomb by the power of 
God . . . the Scripture does not reveal 
what became of the body except that it 
did not decay or corrupt” (The Harp of 
God, p. 170). 

Rutherford may not have known what 
happened. to the body of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but the Holy Spirit most cer- 
tainly did, for in both the references 
previously given as well as in the first 
chapter of Acts, the Holy Spirit inspired 
the writers of Scripture to record that 
Christ was raised in a bodily form; and 
further, that He ascended in such a form, 
visible to the naked eye and capable of 
being touched and of eating fish and 
honey (Acts 1:11; Luke 24:42). The 
Watch Tower, however, will not admit 
that this is true, and, therefore, it 
should be understood that their talk 
about the resurrection of Christ refers 
to a spirit resurrection—not a bodily 
resurrection as the Scripture teaches! 
Paul states, “if Christ be not risen, then 
is our preaching vain, and your faith is 
also vain” (I Cor. 15:14); there is no 
way one may attempt to avoid the issue 
that a spirit resurrection is not “resurrec- 
tion” in the biblical usage of the term, 
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where it always, without exception, re- 
fers to the body. 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ was 
the most stupendous event in the history 
of the world; for through it God demon- 
strated that man could vanquish death; 
or as Christ stated, “. . . because I live, 
ye shall live also” (John 14:19). Luke 
tells us with ringing certainty and con- 
viction that Christ “. . . shewed himself 
alive after his passion by many infall- 
ible proofs . . .” (Acts 1:3). It is the 
voice of Scripture, then, which speaks 
against Jehovah’s Witnesses—the living 
voice of the Holy Spirit, and the testi- 
mony of Jesus, who spoke with the voice 
of deity when He said, ‘Therefore doth 
my Father love me, because I lay down 
my life, that I might take it again. No 
man taketh it from me, but I lay it 
down of myself. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it 
again...” (John 10:18). This fact by 
itself gives the sentence of condemnation 
to the whole Jehovah’s Witness system of 
theology. 

(4) The Nature of Man and Eternal 
Punishment. “It is so plain that the Bible 
Hell is the tomb, the grave, that even a 
child can understand it, but not the re- 
ligious theologians” (Let God Be True, 
pp- 72 and 73). 

“And now who is responsible for this 
God-dishonoring doctrine and what is its 
purpose? The promulgator of it is Satan 
himself, and his purpose is to frighten 
the people of God away from the study 
of the Bible and to make them hate 
God” (Let God Be True, p. 79). 

“. .. man is the combining of these 
two things (or elements), namely, the 
dust of the ground and the breath of 
life . . . a living soul or creature called 
man ... thus we see the claims of reli- 


and soul can be either saved or lost 
(I Cor. 5:5). 

Jehovah’s Witnesses make use of a 
play on the Hebrew and Greek words 
for soul and spirit (Nephesh, Ruach; 
Psyche, Pneuma); however, no recognized 
scholar has ever approved of their flag- 
rant violations of the grammar and struc- 
ture of the languages of Scripture as 
evidenced by the fact that they have had 
to publish their own Bible translations 
to substantiate their numerous perver- 
sions of Scripture. 


Jehovah’s Witnesses and Roman 
Catholicism* 


It is a well known fact that Jehovah's 
Witnesses are sworn enemies of the Ro- 
man Catholic church and devote much 
space in their numerous publications to 
criticism of the Roman hierarchy and 
many of the practices of the Catholic 
church. These facts being indisputable, 
it is interesting to note that Jehovah's 
Witnesses themselves practice at least six 
of the errors they criticize Romanists 
for holding—errors which we list for the 
thoughtful readers’ consideration: 

(1) Salvation lies in Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses Theocracy alone. 

(2) Jehovah’s Witnesses are the ap- 
pointed guardians of God’s truth. 


(3) All other religions are opposers of 
God and disapproved of by Him. 

(4) Works are necessary to salvation, 
especially those emphasized by the So- 
ciety, such as selling magazines and door-’ 
to-door witnessing. 

(5) Watch Tower Bible Translations 
are superior to all others. 

(6) All doctrines and messages are 
handed down from a central authority. 

We have seen in this brief resume of 
Jehovah's Witnesses that the gospel they 
promulgate is the direct opposite of that 
preached by our Lord and the apostolic 
church. It is indeed a gospel of confu- 
sion, for while it purports to free men’s 
souls from the tyranny of “religion,” it 
enslaves them in the counterfeit theology 
of two unscrupulous men. 

Only the gospel of Christ reveals Him 
who is the way, the truth and the LIFE. 
This gospel does not generate confusion, 
since God is not the author of confusion; 
rather it delivers us both from the bond- 
age of “religion” and the bondage of 
sin—two sides of a coin—into that true 
liberty of oneness with God. ENpD 


The writer is indebted for this information to 
the Rev. William Springstead, pastor of the Em- 
pire State Baptist Church, Empire, Oregon, who 
was raised a Jehovah's Witness, only later to 
renounce it and enter the Baptist ministry. 
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gion that man has an immortal soul and 
therefore differs from the beast is not 
scriptural” (Let God Be True, pp. 59- 
60). 

The interested reader will doubtless 
note from the above quotations that as 
far as Jehovah’s Witnesses are concerned 
the soul of man does not exist as a spirit- 
ual entity and man does not possess a 
conscious soul. The following Scripture 
references are cited in evidence of the 
biblical proposition that those who re- 
ject Jesus Christ will be consigned at 
the end of the ages to “everlasting pun- 
ishment”: (Matt. 25:46; Matt. 8:11, 12: 
22:13; II Pet. 2:17; Jude 1:13; Rev. 14:9- 
11; 19:20). The Scriptures also teach that 
the soul is an entity possessing the at- 
tributes of life (Isa. 55:3), that it is sep- 
arate from the body (Matt. 10:28; Luke 
8:55), and that it departs at the death of 
the body (Gen. 35:18). Beyond this the 
soul survives the death of the physical 
form (I Sam. 28:18, 19); it is conscious 
after death (Matt. 17:3—Moses, also Rev. 
6:9-11); man decidedly possesses a soul 
and spirit (Isa. 57:16); and the spirit 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 21) 
WATER FROM THE SPRINGS (12:3) 

At the celebration of the feast of the 
tabernacles, the priests each day went 
down to the Pool of Siloam and with 
golden pitchers drew water from the 
pool and carried it to the altar where 
they poured it out while the crowd 
chanted the words of our text. One year, 
on the last day, the great day of the 
feast, when the priests stood there with 
emptied urns, a Galilean carpenter 
stood forth and cried, “If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me and drink” 
(John 7:37). “What a thing for a man 
to say—If any man thirst.’ Who are 
You that plant Yourself opposite the 
race, sure that You have no needs like 
them but, on the contrary, can refresh 
and satiate the thirsty lips of them all? 
Who are You that proclaim Yourself 
sufficient for the fruition of the mind 
that yearns for truth and thirsts for 
certitude, of the parched heart that 
wearies and cracks for want of love, of 
the will that longs to be rightly and lov- 
ingly commanded? Oh! not only the ti- 
tanic presumption of proposing oneself 
as enough for a single soul, but the in- 
conceivable madness of proposing one- 
self as enough for all the race in all gen- 
erations to the end of time, except on 
one hypothesis, marks this utterance of 
Him who has also said, ‘I am meek and 
lowly of heart.’ ‘Strange lowliness! sing- 
ular meekness! Who was He? Who is this 
that steps into the place that only God 
can fill, and says, ‘I can do it all. If any 
man thirst let him come unto me and 
drink’?”~ 

Lord, we thank Thee for Thyself, our 
fountain in Christ. 


YOU SHALL DRAW WATER (12:3) 
How are we to draw water from the 
divine springs? Men have resorted to 


every type of pump and contrivance, 
but none of them has ever worked. 
Christ explained what drawing water 
really means. “If you knew,” He said to 
the woman, “you would have asked” 
(John 4:10). So drawing is asking. Then 
on the last day of the feast He said, “If 
any man thirst let him come unto me 
and drink” (John 7:37). So drawing is 
coming. Then again He said, “He who 
comes to me shall not hunger, and he 
who believes in me shall never thirst” 
(John 6:35). So drawing is believing. 
Drawing, asking, coming, believing. It 
is simply the soul appropriating every- 
thing that Jesus Christ is and everything 
that Jesus Christ has done. The water is 
there, we must simply take it for our 
thirst. 

Lord, evermore give us this water. 


YOU WILL SAY IN THAT DAY (12:4) 


The second of these psalms of praise 
is now set forth. We have been looking 
at these verses and seeing how they ap- 
ply to our own hearts. For, people of 
great thirst, it is quite natural that we 
should think of the need that we our- 
selves have for the water of life. But his 
phrase once more reminds us that this 
psalm is a song of joy that shall be sung 
down in the future years when Israel is 
brought back from all her bondage. The 
forest had been burned, and the rough 
stump had suddenly put forth its 
branch. That branch is the Messiah, 
and He brings life to the dead tree so 
that it fills the forest. with its .fresh 
growth. There is no true knowledge of 
the Word of God apart from the tre- 
mendous truth to be found in every 
part of the volume; namely, that He in- 
tends to restore Israel to the land and 
that there shall be a literal flourishing 
of His ancient people, fulfilling every 
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one of the prophecies that He has made 


to them. 
Lord, we praise Thee for Thy faithfulness. 


GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD (12:4) 


In the first verse the nation was 
brought back to the place of triumph 
where the hymn of unison was sounded 
forth with great praise. The nation 
learned to know God, and after praise 
there was forgiveness, salvation, con- 
fidence, strength, song, further depths 
of salvation, joy, and water from the 
springs. Now the nation that has drunk 
so deeply becomes a missionary nation. 
The people who sang, “I will give 
thanks to thee, O Lord,” now turn to 
their neighbors in all the earth and in- 
vite them to join in the song of praise. 
Here is the answer to most of the prob- 
lems of “Christian work.” Drink deeply 
of the springs, and you will then turn 
naturally to others and long for them 
to join in the praise to God which so 
fills your own heart. Every problem ris- 
ing from lack of love is answered by 
drawing deeply from the springs. 

Lord, fill us that we may go to others. 


CALL UPON HIS NAME (12:4) 


What does the unsaved man need? 
What does the unsaved nation need? 
Only one thing—to come to the truc 
and living God. To call upon Him is to 
acknowledge Him for all that He is. To 
call on Him is to accept Him at His 
own estimate of Himself. That is, there 
must be the recognition that there is no 
other true God, that all the gods of the 
nations are demons (Ps. 96:5; Heb.). To 
call upon His name is to accept all of 
the truths that are bound up in the 
scores, yes hundreds, of names for God 
there are in His Word. (There are ap- 
proximately 389 names and titles ol 
God in the Bible). “The name of the 
Lord is a strong tower; the righteous 
man runs into it and is safe” (Prov. 
18:10). In that day men shall no longer 
run after strange gods. They shall look 
to the God of Israel, as Israel sounds 
forth the invitation. 

Lord, may we enter into Thy name. 


MAKE KNOWN HIS DEEDS AMONG THE 
NATIONS (12:4) 
The deeds of the Lord! Little deeds 
. things like healing the sick and 
cleansing the lepers. Smaller things like 
creating sun, moon, and stars. Little 
things like giving sight to the blind. 
Smaller things like meshing all the laws 
of tides and winds. Little things like 
making the lame to walk and the dumb 
to speak. Smaller things like holding all 
of nature’s forces—gravitation, the 
whirling atoms—in His control. Little 
things like parting the waters of the 
Red Sea to allow a nation to go through 
dry shod. Delivering the nation by a 
Gideon’s army. Floating an axehead for 
Elisha. Little things. Greater things like 
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forgiving sinners. Greater things like 
giving us new life in Christ. Greater 
things like raising us from the dead in 
Him. Greater things like making us to 
sit together in heavenly places with 
Christ! And love that passes knowing! 

Lord, may my life be one of Thy deeds. 


PROCLAIM THAT HIS NAME IS EXALTED (12:4) 


A wife who is faithful to her husband 
spreads glory on his name. Her virtue 
and love show that he is great enough 
to bring out such strengths from her 
and that his love is sufficient to satisfy 
her. The life of a Christian who is faith- 
ful to the Lord exalts His name and 
shows all who will look that there is 
power in Christ and enough to claim all 
of the best out of the one who delights 
to exalt His name. Our Lord challenged 
us to live in this way: “Let your light 
so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16). 
It is in this that our lives will speak 
louder than any words our lips might 
utter. 

Lord, may men know Thy name in me. 


SING PRAISES TO THE LORD, FOR HE HAS 
DONE GLORIOUSLY (12:5) 


The song that is raised to the praise 
of the Lord is not on any paltry 
grounds. We who sing His praises do so 
because there is abundance of reason 
for singing. What has He done glor- 
iously? He chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4). He 
planned the death of the Savior who 
was the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world (Rev. 13:8). In the fullness 
of time the eternal Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us (John 1:14), fulfill- 
ing all the redemption plan and finally 
giving up His life for us. Has He not 
done gloriously? Is all of this not a 
cause for praise? Selfish the heart that 
is not drawn forth to sing the praise of 


Him who has taken us from the horrible - 


pit and put the new song in our mouth 
(Ps. 40:2,3). 
Lord, to Thee be all glory. 


LET THIS BE KNOWN IN ALL THE EARTH (12:5) 


The one who has come to know God 
first glorifies God in himself and then 
turns to others that they may know 
Him, whom to know rightly is eternal 
life. The believer must stir up others to 
glorify Him also. When God kindles 
His light in our souls, we cannot put 
it under a bushel but must put it on a 
candlestick that all may see this light. 
The oil of our light is the Spirit of zeal 
for Him who saved us. The love that 
He has given must overflow to others. 
The earth itself is too narrow for the 
praise of God. Every man on earth must 
hear the tale of God’s grace, and the 
communication of that love and power 
causes even angels in Heaven to know 
further joy. This is why we sing: “Let 
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those refuse to sing who never knew 
our God.” But children of the heavenly 
King must speak their joys abroad. 


Lord, give us vision to make the 
world our parish. 


SHOUT AND SING FOR JOY (12:6) 


The Hebrew word is feminine—the 
inhabitress of Zion is to shout and sing 
for joy. But isn’t this rather letting the 
emotions carry one away? The unbeliev- 
ing world is so staid and solemn about 
religious things and so frothy about the 
things that do not count at all. They are 
willing to shout at a banquet when 
overfilled with wine, but they are not 
willing to express joy for having been 
dragged from the brink of Hell and 
turned toward eternal life. Perhaps they 
have not been so turned! When God 
saves a man He saves every part of him, 
including his emotions. There must be 
something woefully wrong with a man 
who is redeemed and saved and who is 
unwilling to allow it to show. 

Lord, save and sanctify our shouter also. 


FOR (12:6) 


The cause of the shouting and sing- 
ing of the believer, the root of all his 
joy, is the greatness of the Holy God in 
the midst of us. Let us learn from this 
how great is the salvation of our soul 
and what a wonder it should be to us in 
daily freshness. Let us learn also from 
this how precious the Lord Jesus Christ 
is to all who know Him. In the family 
of God there are babes, young people, 
middle-aged people and old people. But 
there is one characteristic that marks 
them all. If they have really seen the 
Lord Jesus Christ they want to talk 
about Him, hear about Him, and talk 
about Him some more. Is this your ex- 
perience? Does the whole earth seem to 
you as but a broken cistern and is Christ 
the only spring from which you wish to 
draw the waters of salvation? 

Lord, how blessed is our condition. 


GREAT IN YOUR MIDST (12:6) 


We have treated the name, Holy One 
of Israel, when it first appeared in 
Isaiah (1:4). Now we see that the cause 
of the shouting and the singing on the 
part of a redeemed Israel is that He 
Himself has come to take up: His dwell- 
ing place in the midst of them. God in 
the midst. What can be more than this? 
God in the midst of the world is the an- 
swer to all of the stability of the uni- 
verse. God in the midst of the Heavens 
is the glory of that home of peace. God 
in the midst of His earthly creation is 
the guarantee of its remaking and resto- 
ration. God in the midst of His people 
when He comes again will be the center 
of peace in all the world. God in the 
midst of an individual’s life and heart 
today is the full supply of every need. 

Lord, dwell Thou in the midst. 
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WAS GOD FAIR 
(Continued from page 17) 


sinner has any rights whatever over 
God. It is by His mercy that we are not 
consumed. 

Nor has any nation any absolute 
right in itself or to its land. It holds its 
existence subject to God’s will; if it is 
good for the world that it should give 
place to others, He will cause it to pass 
away, and will bring another people on 
the soil. The power of nations is held 
in trust for God’s honor and the world’s 
good. When they lose sight of that, they 
are grievously forgetting the things 
which belong unto their peace. 

“Not even a very wicked man would 
order the extermination of seven na- 
tions.” No, we should hope not, for 
even the best of men are sinners; it 
would be most improper even for a 
very righteous nation to take it upon 
itself to pass the death sentence on an- 
other. But God is neither a very wicked 
nor a very good man. Nor is He a super- 
man. It is this conception of Him that 
lies behind the argument: “Not even a 


man would think of such a thing.” We 
cannot compare the moral behavior of 
our Creator with that of a mere crea- 
ture: the whole approach is wrong. 

It was for the Canaanites’ wickedness 
that God commanded their extermina- 
tion. They had gone all lengths in in- 
sulting God. They had changed His 
glory into an image made like to cor- 
ruptible man, and to birds and fishes 
and beasts. Their high mountains, hills, 
and trees were defiled by their molten 
gods, high places, sacrifices, groves, al- 
tars, pillars and pictures. To what cor- 
ruption of body, mind and spirit such 
abominations lead, we in Christianized 
countries can scarcely conceive. They 
had gone all lengths in the abuse of 
nature, committing the most horrible 
and nameless iniquities, involving not 
only parents and children, grandfathers 
and granddaughters, but even the beasts 
of the field. They had gone all lengths 
in cruelty and superstition. “Even their 
sons and their daughters they have 
burnt in the fire to their gods.” “For 
the wickedness of these nations the 
Lord doth drive them out from before 
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thee,” is- the oft-repeated scriptural ex- 
planation. “Not for thy righteousness, 
nor for the uprightness of thine heart, 
dost thou go to possess their land: but 
for the wickedness of these nations the 
Lord thy God doth drive them out 
from before thee.” 

That the annihilation was a judicial 
sentence for sin is further endorsed by 
the clear command that the Israelites 
were not to treat any other nations in 
the same way. Apart from these seven, 
they were to proclaim peace to each 
city. If the city made them the answer 
of peace, all the people in it were to 
be tributaries to them. If the city made 
war on them, they were to besiege it, 
slay the men, and spare all else. “But 
of the cities of these people,” the record 
continues by contrast, “thou shalt save 
alive nothing that breatheth: but thou 
shalt utterly destroy them . . . that they 
teach you not to do after all their 
abominations.” 

IV 

Nevertheless, God gave them ample 
means of escape. As He gave the ante- 
diluvians a hundred-and-twenty-year 
warning of the coming flood, so He 
waited generations for any signs of re- 
pentance and improvement in _ the 
Canaanites. ‘The iniquity of the Amor- 
ites is not yet full” was His way of ex- 
plaining that He would spare them till 
they put themselves beyond redemption. 

He gave them an overwhelmingly clear 
indication that He, the God of Israel, 
was the true God. Reports reached them 
of the plagues in Egypt, the miraculous 
deliverance of the Israelites from their 
bondage, the crossing of the Red Sea 
on dry ground, the pillar of cloud which 
led them by day and the pillar of fire 
by night. 

God put His fear into the hearts of 
the Canaanites long before the slaughter 
began. And this was the one hope of 
salvation for any among them who 
would turn to Him: they could ac- 
knowledge and adopt the God of Israel 
and share in all the blessings and priv- 
ileges of His special revelation to them. 
We have an instance of the use of this 
way of escape in Rahab, the harlot. 
When she heard of the mighty acts of 
Jehovah, she believed them, repented, 
put her faith in Him and proved her 
sincerity by taking Israel’s side against 
her wicked neighbors. “The Lord your 
God,” she said to the spies, “He is God 
in heaven above, and in earth _be- 
neath.” Any who joined her were like- 
wise to be spared, of which at least her 
own kindred took advantage. At the 
destruction of Jericho, Rahab and all 
that were with her in the house and all 
her property were saved by a special 
command. For the nations as a whole, 
however, destruction was the execution 
of a long-delayed and richly deserved 
judicial sentence. 
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Further, the destruction of these na- 
tions was for the benefit of the whole 
human race. What the history of the 
world would have been if this hotbed 
of corruption had continued unchecked, 
it is difficult to imagine. The amount of 
evil and suffering in the world is enor- 
mous enough as it is; it would have 
been worse but for the partial destruc- 
tion of these nations. They were in a 
hopeless, utterly ruined state. As a wise 
surgeon will amputate an _ incurably 
poisoned limb to prevent the contam- 
ination of the rest of the body, so did 
the Creator of all things cut off these 
incurably depraved nations for the bene- 
fit of the human race. 

Perhaps in this light we can under- 
stand why the extermination was to be 
so thorough, including the aged, the 
women and the children. The sparing 
of civilians in human warfare is based 
on the fact that its aim is to conquer 
and control other nations. But the in- 
vasion of Canaan was not human war- 
fare, based on man’s desire for domina- 
tion; it was God’s war, based on His 
divine judgment, though accompanied 
by His offer of mercy to the penitent. 
There could be no fair distinction, 
therefore, between men and women, 
young and old, civilian and warrior. No 
doubt in the final judgment God will 
deal with the children according to His 
inscrutable righteousness, as indeed He 
will with all others. The alternative was 
to let them grow up as orphans with 
the sickly memory of the idolatry and 
ultimate extinction of their parents. 

As far as the seven nations themselves 
were concerned, their extermination 
would prevent the birth of millions to 
lives of the foulest pollution and most 
depraved misery. 

It is important to note also that the 
method of warfare, though extreme, 
was not unnecessarily painful. The Is- 
raelites themselves had been through ex- 
ceedingly bitter persecution and slavery 
at the hands of the Egyptians. In ac- 
counts of ancient warfare there are 
records of the most shocking barbarities, 
mutilations, and tortures. But there is 
scarcely a trace of this in the history of 
Israel, and none at all during the per- 
iod under review. 

Vv 

Further light is thrown on our prob- 
lem by the disastrous consequences of 
Israel’s failure fully to carry out the 
command. They were solemnly warned 
that any concession or compromise with 
the Canaanites would be fatal to them- 
selves. That is why the extremity of the 
divine requirement received such em- 
phasis. The nations were so sunk in in- 
iquity that the slightest connivance with 
the abomination would be a moral poi- 
son. 

History proved this warning to be 
based on sober truth. Many Canaanites 
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were left unmolested out of indolence 
and cowardice when the first rush of 
conquest was passed. Many were spared 
out of the Israelites’ unwillingness to go 
to extremes with them. This explains 
why ruthlessness was so often a sign of 
faithfulness to God. The more the Is- 
raelites spared the Canaanites, the more 
they became contaminated themselves. 
Their failure to carry out God’s com- 
mand was one of the disasters of history. 
The purity and spirituality of their re- 
ligion could have been a blessing to the 
world. Naomi brought Ruth the Mo- 
abitess to a knowledge of the true God; 
the prophet Jonah saved the great city 
of Nineveh from destruction by leading 
it to repentance; the witness of Daniel 
and his friends caused two heathen 
kings to make a public acknowledgment 
of Jehovah as the God of all the earth. 
But these isolated instances only serve 
to show what might have been. The 
mission of Israel was largely spoiled by 
the nation’s contamination with the 
abominations of the very people which 
it was told to destroy. 

In the record of God’s dealings with 
the Israelites themselves, we find that 
though they were blessed with a special 
revelation of God, there was no abso- 
lute favoritism shown to them. If severe 
in punishing these wicked nations, God 
was not less sparing of the Israelites 
when they followed their ways. Think 
of the destruction of thousands of their 
number for the sin of the golden calf 
and of the rebellion of Korah and his 
company; of the plagues and fiery ser- 
pents which chastened them for their 
disobedience; of Moses’ exclusion from 
the land of promise; of their defeat at 
Ai; of the invasion of their borders 
whenever they departed from God; and 
finally of their seventy years’ captivity 
in Babylon. The God of the Old Testa- 
ment is no respecter of persons. 

VI 

Above all, we must remember that be- 
hind God’s command was His purpose 
in man’s salvation. Israel was given the 
land where, in the fullness of time, the 
Savior of the world was born of her 
race. The town and cities which had to 
be cleansed by fire and sword ultimately 
became the scene of the gracious min- 
istry of the Son of God. In Jericho—the 
first city to be razed to the ground— 
blind men were later made to see. And 
in order to provide a way of salvation 
for a fallen world, God did not with- 
hold His only Son from a death in- 
comparably more cruel and _ painful 
than that of any Canaanite. Today 
there are millions scattered throughout 
almost every tribe and nation, whose 
lives have been so graciously transform- 
ed by the gospel of Christ that they 
think of the land of Canaan, not as a 
hot-bed of appalling iniquity but as 
“The Holy Land.” END 











“SOS - MY LITTLE 
SHIP IS SINKING” 


A Jewish Christian behind the Iron Cur- 
tain writes this heartbreaking letter. 


“There is a custom among men at sea 
that when a ship is sinking and the passen- 
gers are in peril of life, that an SOS goes 
out. Every decent captain who hears this 
cry hurries to the rescue. This is exactly 
what | am doing now. 

“My little ship with four people aboard 
is sinking. Two of them are little children. 

“Years of suffering and hunger have made 
us sick. For six months my wife has been 
in bed. Her feet are swollen and she cannot 
walk. At the age of fifty | am practically 
blind and yet have to work beyond my 
strength to keep my family from starving 
to death. But | have not succeeded in that, 
although | work harder than any donkey 
ever did. 

“| take the Lord as my witness that my 
words are true. We are in such desperate 
plight that when we lie down at night we 
have nothing with which to cover ourselves. 
And none of us has a shirt on our backs to 
speak of. 

“For the Lord’s sake come to our aid— 
do not let us go under! | am certain that 
those who have the Gospel of our Saviour 
in their hearts will hear this cry and will 
not permit our little ones to go down.” 

This and similiar letters come to us: every 
day from people in desperate trouble. 
“Many little ships” will sink in despair un- 
less we answer their call. 

The Friends of Israel Missionary and Re- 
lief Society, Inc. ministers to thousands of 
Hebrew Christians and Jewish people in 
Europe, Israel, India, and across the Ameri- 
can Continent. Souls are saved and lives in 
danger rescued by the mighty compassion 
of our Lord and His people. 

Help us keep faith, hope and love alive 
in the hearts of those who are sinking. 

$10.00 to $20.00 will provide a nour- 
ishing food parcel (depending on the 
country and size of parcel). 

25.00 will support a child for one 


month. 
100.00 will help support a missionary 
of the Gospel. 


Sample copy of ISRAEL MY GLORY, out- 
standing missionary publication, sent free 
to all who love the Lord and His cause. 

Write today to: 
THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


Rev. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretary 
728 ET Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia 7, Penna. 


Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar, 
1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 


Dear Friends of Israel: 
1 am sending enclosed for your ministry 
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ARE YOU THIS MAN? 


After a successful business career, 
you wish to spend the balance of 
your useful life in Christian work. 
An Eastern Christian College with 
an annual budget of $700,000 is 
looking for a business manager 
familiar with accounting, tactful, 
aggressive, with executive ability. 
Moderate, yet adequate salary. 


Write at once, enclosing resume 
and photograph. 
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ORIGIN OF LIFE 
(Continued from page 13) 


are dealing with interpretation, not in- 
spiration. Does God’s Word teach a view 
of the origin of life that forces a Chris- 
tian to reject all scientific evolutionary 
teaching? 

Really there are only eleven verses in 
the Bible which raise a problem: Genesis 
1:11-13, 20-27. These 11 verses describe 
the events of the third, fifth, and sixth 
“days” of creation, the only “days” in 
which life was created. Note that we 
put “days” in quotes. Without here 
arguing the matter, let us simply say 
that most evangelical scholars have ac- 
cepted the i interpretation of “day” (yom) 
in Genesis 1 as meaning “era” or “per- 
iod of time.” Few still rigidly hold the 
twenty-four-hour day theory 

Now let us look closer at these three 
days. (Scripture quotes are from the 
American Standard Version.) 

1. Third day of creation (Gen. 1:11- 
13.). Having created land and water, 
God commanded the earth to put forth 
two kinds of vegetation. (Watch this 
word “kind.” It’s a key.) 

a. “Grass, herbs yielding seed after 
their kind.” The Hebrew word from 
which “grass” is derived (deshe) means 
“to be damp.” This probably includes 
the simplest forms of water and swamp- 
loving plants. The “herbs” include 
plants that are used as food by animals 
and man (cf. Gen. 1:29; 3:18; Deut. 
11:15), as well as the other intermediate 
forms between simple plant life and 
trees. 

b. “Trees bearing fruit, wherein is 
the seed thereof, after their kind.” The 
higher forms of plant life are here in- 
cluded, especially trees and shrubs. 

2. Fifth day of creation (Gen. 1:20-23). 
On this day animal creation begins. God 
this time gives a command to the waters, 
and they respond by bringing forth two 
new kinds of life. 

a. “The great sea monsters, and every 
living creature that moveth, wherewith 
the waters swarmed, after their kind.” 
Commentators believe that this includes 
marine animals, amphibians, and rep- 
tiles. 

b. “Every winged bird after its kind.” 
This category may include flying insects 
as well as birds. 

3. Sixth day of creation (Gen. 1:24- 
27). God again commands the earth to 
bring forth three new kinds of animals. 

a. “Everything that creepeth on the 
ground after its kind.” Rodents and 
other creeping animals are probably in- 
cluded here. 

b. “Cattle after their kind.” These 
are the large, easily domesticated, grass- 
eating animals and their relatives. 

c. “Beasts of the earth after their 
kind.” This emphasizes the animals that 
generally are not easily tamed. They are 


mostly flesh eaters. 

Also on the sixth day God created man 
from the “dust of the ground” (Gen. 
2:7). The creation of man is a very im- 
portant subject for Christians to study, 
but it is complex enough to demand a 
separate treatment. We must here be 
content with a consideration only of the 
origin of life in general and the subse- 
quent development of the species lower 
than man. 

Now in the whole biblical account of 
creation we find that God made only 
seven broad “kinds” plus man. These 
seven kinds have no known exact defin- 
itions. The sketches given above are at 
best conjectures, for the Hebrew words 
themselves are obscure. But whatever 
these “kinds” include, the Bible teaches 
that God separately created at least 
seven of them. This much is the Word 
of God. But notice the important fact 
that the Bible does not teach that God 
created species, genera, families, or any 
other man-made classification. Note also 
that the Bible is silent as to how long it 
took God to create each “kind,” and as 
to how many individuals he created to 
start each “kind.” There is a strong pos- 
sibility that, as in the case of man, He 
created only one or two individuals per 
“kind,” and that over millions of years 
the wide variety that we see now devel- 
oped by various evolutionary processes. 
But if they did, they developed within 
the “kinds” and not from kind to kind. 

Finally, notice that God did not create 
these seven kinds directly. In each case 
the Bible mentions a secondary agent. 
For some He used the “waters” and for 
some He used the “earth.” Both are 
inorganic substances. While God used 
secondary agents in creation, however, 
note carefully that He never used an 
already existing kind to create a new 
kind. 

Now for the fourth and last question. 
Is it possible to accept the data of both 
science and the Bible without fear of 
contradiction? I think the answer is al- 
ready clear. If the scientists, highly 
trained in their various professions, tell 
us that the fossil records and other data 
give us strong evidences that within the 
phyla the higher and more complex 
forms of life have evolved over millions 
of years from the more simple, why not 
take their word for it? There’s nothing 
in the Bible that contradicts it. But at 
this point the scientists usually head for 
trouble. They can dig fossils by the 
shipload, and study their relationships 
until the end of time, but this still 
doesn’t answer the question of how the 
first fossil got there. However they are 
so anxious to fit all of nature into their 
one system that they go outside of their 
good evidences and begin guessing. In 
many cases these guesses, not the actual 
observations, are what contradict the 
Bible and confuse Christians. 


ETERNITY 


Here’s a popularly-written example of 
how it happens. It comes from the re- 
cent series in Life entitled, “The World 
We Live In.” “The first creatures whose 
outlines are clearly etched in fossil re- 
mains date from the period called the 
Cambrian, which dawned 500 million 
years ago .. . As to how life itself was 
first created science can only speculate 
[Italics mine]. It is theoretically possible 
that on some distant day at the very 
dawn of time . . . certain organic com- 
pounds in the hot sea were synthesized 
... into a complex molecule, structurally 
akin to the protein molecules that form 
the building blocks of all life and cap- 
able of generating units like itself.” We 
grant that this view is ‘theoretically 
possible.” But remember that the scien- 
tist who wrote the article has CHOSEN 
this view. He is not forced into it by 
the type of evidence that makes him 
declare that water freezes at 32° Faren- 
heit. Christians believe that he has made 
a poor choice. 


Keep in mind that the average scien- 
tist isn’t a bit interested in what the 
Bible says. He hasn’t committed his life 
to Jesus Christ, who stamped the Scrip- 
tures with the divine seal of authority. 
The scientist claims to be taking into 
account all of the evidences, but he errs 
by leaving out God’s record. Here’s 
where the Christian steps in and says 
to his friend who teaches a total natural- 
istic view of evolution, “Teach your 
theory if you will. I uphold your right 
to do so. But I contend that you have 
not been honest in facing all of the 
evidences. You haven’t given the Bible 
its due consideration. Why does the 
Bible deserve consideration at all? First, 
it makes the astounding claim that it is 
the Word of God. Even if this claim 
were not substantiated by the bodily 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, it is strong 
enough in itself to demand a thorough 
examination before rejection. Thinking 
men in every age have committed them- 
selves to this Book. Then in the first 
chapter it proposes a solution to our 
problem by telling us that life started 
because God fiatly created at least seven 
kinds of life plus man. What’s wrong 
with this as a theory of the origin of life? 
It explains as much of the scientific data 
as any other theory does. In fact~ it 
might possibly explain more. It solves, 
for one thing, the problem of why there 
are no ‘missing links’ or transitional 
forms between the great phyla. It also 
explains why the fossil record begins 
very abruptly. It’s just as ‘scientific’ a 
view of the origin of life as any natural- 
istic theory.” 

What shall we say, then? Can a Chris- 
tian who accepts the plenary inspiration 
of the Bible believe in evolution? We 
answer: why not? Of course, he must be 
very careful to define his theory of evolu- 
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NEW TESTAMENT 
COMMENTARIES 


Concise inexpensive commentaries de- 
signed to avoid the extremes of being un- 
duly technical or unhelpfully brief .. . 
“. . . characterized by their adroit com- 
bination of scholarly treatment with sim- 
plicity of expression. The treatment of 
the text is confined to the tials, i.e., 
to the —_ which contribute to the 
reader's faith.” 





—Dr. Otto A. Piper, 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
THE GENERAL EPISTLE OF 
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Augustine; Kenneth S. Kantzer on 
Calvin; J. Barton Payne on Iren- 
aeus; Merrill F. Unger on H. H. 
Rowley; George A. Turner on John 
Wesley; Paul King Jewett on Emil 
Brunner; R. Laird Harris on Wil- 
liam Sanday; John Theodore Muel- 
ler on Luther; Edward John Car- 
nell on Reinhold Niebuhr; Carl F. 
H. Henry on Divine Revelation and 
the Bible $4.50 
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porary setting and presents methods 
and principles of interpretation. “The 
book is definite . . . scholarly, inci- 
sive. .. ."—Dr. V. Raymond Edman. 
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FOR COMMON SENSE 
READERS ONLY 


Are we using common sense 
when it comes to the preaching of 
the Gospel in those regions abroad 
where an indigenous Christian wit- 
ness has been built up? What is 
the most effective method today to 
support and strengthen that wit- 
ness? Is it by sending Americans 
to foreign lands? Let us take 
Greece for an example. Have you 
ever thought how many years it 
would take an American to really 
learn the language well enough 
to preach in Greek? Almost a life- 
time. Since the pioneer work has 
been done already, the common 
sense thing to do is to support the 
native witness and to help the 
Greeks reach their own people 
with the Gospel. 

The most dangerous communists 
are not those who penetrate from 
another land, but those natives 
who are won over to communism. 
International communism financi- 
ally helps natives to promote their 
cause among their own people. 
That's what the American Mission 
to Greeks is doing for the cause of 
Christ in Greece. We do not send 
Americans to evangelize the 
Greeks, but we send forth Greeks 
who know the language of the 
people, whose standards of living 
are the same, who need no fur- 
loughs, and whose support costs 
only a fraction of the foreign mis- 
sionary’s. 

You can support a native mission- 
ary in Greece for as little as $50 a 
month. Yes, these missionaries do 
need training, and we are training 
them at our Macedonian Bible In- 
stitute at a cost of only $25 per 
month per student. You can do 
much more for Greece by your 
prayers and gifts than by going 
there yourself. You can train and 
send out into the field these con- 
secrated young Greeks. One of our 
Bible Institute students was at one 
time one of the leading commun- 
ists in Northern Greece. Now glor- 
iously saved, his genius formerly 
used for communism will be used 
instead for Christ. The hunger for 
the Gospel is tremendous. But how 
will they hear without preachers 
preaching in their own language? 
We shall be glad to assign a na- 
tive missionary or student to you. 
Dept. E 
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tion so as not to violate any clear teach- 
ing of the Word of God. This elimin- 
ates naturalistic total evolution which 
substitutes an impersonal “nature” for 
the living God. Theistic evolution, while 
it mentions God, fails in that it does not 
accurately credit Him with at least seven 
separate acts of fiat creation as does 
Genesis 1. Progressive creationism is an 
explanation of the origin of life worthy 
of serious consideration. But it seems to 
this author that the theory tries to ex- 
plain too much. It teaches that as the 
ages passed God kept creating more and 
more forms, attributing to Him mul- 
tiple acts of fiat creation. While not un- 
scriptural, it does seem to detract from 
the powerful simplicity of the Genesis 


account. Why should a Christian claim : 


that God created more than seven kinds? 
That's all Moses claims. 

By studying both science and the 
Bible we find that hundreds of millions 
of years ago God created seven kinds 
of life, and that from these humble be- 
ginnings there developed by an evolu- 
tionary process the many thousands of 
species that populate the world today. 
Threshold evolution is a good term for 
this concept, and one that might well be 
adopted and taught by up-to-date Chris- 
tians. With this concept in hand a 
Christian finds himself in a comfortable 
position. On the one hand he has not re- 
treated a step from his high view of in- 
spiration. On the other hand he can 
listen to and accept all the evolutionary 
facts and data that scientists uncover. 
Note, for example, how Simpson’s ob- 
servations, listed above, uphold rather 
than combat the Christian view of thresh- 
old evolution. The well-prepared Chris- 
tian always knows where to draw the 
line, and when his naturalist friend 
begins to leave his facts and propound 
his theory, he can look him in the eye 
and remind him that he is ignoring the 
relevant data in Scripture. 

In closing, keep this in mind. It is 
undoubtediy the Christian’s first job to 
interpret the Word of God soundly, 
and then to honor it, live by it, and, if 
need be, to die for it. But at the same 
time a Christian must not be afraid to 
face truth or claims to truth wherever 
they are found. Many Christians are 
called “narrow-minded” or “holier-than- 
thou” by their friends. Unfortunately 
many earn the titles. They retreat into 
a shell constructed by some teacher or 
tract writer and claim this shell as the 
Word of God. Often it has very little 
in common with the actual teaching of 
the Bible. Christians must remember 
that, while everything the Bible teaches 
is true, the Bible doesn’t contain all 
truth. The more Christians purpose to 
search for truth wherever it may be 
found, the more effective will be our 
total Christian witness to the world of 
our day. ENnpD 





THANKSGIVING 
(Continued from page 9) 


With great thanksgiving that the 
leaders of the IFCA have ceased to harp 
on the one string of apostasy, let us 
sound a note of warning against their 
second string. For The Voice, abjuring 
the hue and cry against apostasy, now 
suggests another slogan, which will lead 
them into another swamp before their 
second quarter of a century is passed. 
For the slogan they are now suggesting 
caused their present predicament. 

In 1935 I published an article en- 
titled, “The Errors of Fundamentalists.” 
In recent years, in my radio broadcasts 
on Romans 9 through 11, I have also 
pointed out some of these errors. So 
I am saddened to read at the end of the 
editorial in The Voice, “What is our 
distinction today? our rally-point? our 
peculiar witness for the Lord? Do we 
have any? If so, what is it? The editor 
believes that it lies in our confession of 
the dispensational, premillennial system 
of biblical interpretation. The IFCA is 
practically the only national fellowship 
of churches that subscribes to this sys- 
tem of Bible truth. There are some 
others who are premillennial in their 
doctrinal position, but there are few, if 
any, that affirm, as an organization, dis- 
pensationalism. For this reason it seems 
evident that God has placed us in a 
distinctive place of witness. As the rise 
of anti-dispensationalism grows stronger 
in our generation, the IFCA will more 
and more be called upon to become a 
haven of fellowship for men, churches, 
schools, and other organizations who 
share with us these convictions.” 

Now such a turning is sad indeed for 
the whole body of Christ. I have al- 
ready pointed out how unbiblical it is 
for any group to think that God has 
given them a distinction, a rally point, 
a peculiar witness. There is no true 
distinction but adherence to Christ and 
love for the brethren. There is no rally 
point but Christ. There is no peculiar 
witness. Our witness is Christ. 

If the IFCA takes dispensationalism 
as their rallying point they emphasize 
a distinctive teaching which separates 
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ETERNITY 


them from all believers who wish to 
center in Christ alone. Before I- go 
further, let me affirm that I believe 
firmly in the return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, that He will overthrow the Anti- 
christ, and will establish His rule on 
earth. Premillennarian? yes; dispensa- 
tionalist? no. A premillennarian will 
agree almost fully with an amillennarian 
on the course of this present age. Both 
the pre- and the a-, and the dispensa- 
tionalist, agree that the Lord may come 
at any time. But the pre- and the a- 
(not the dispensationalist) also believe 
that the Lord might not come for an- 
other century or another thousand years. 
The dispensationalist is forced into the 
awkward position (which is not bibli- 
cal) of believing that we are now in the 
end of the end times, and that since 
there will be an apostasy he must look for 
apostasy more than for the Lord. This 
causes him to turn away from “social 
service” and personal witness, in the 
face of the great evils of our ‘society. 
Twenty-five years ago the dispensational- 
ists announced with great assurance that 
the apostasy had arrived, that it was 
none other than the Great Apostasy, 
and that all the denominations were in 
the apostasy. They issued a call to all 
men of truth to leave the denomina- 
tions, to “come out and be separate.” 
Mussolini or Hitler or someone else 
would be the Antichrist and the Lord 
would be here, if not tomorrow, then 
the day after tomorrow. Dispensational- 
ism inspired the slogan of separation 
from apostasy. If the latter slogan is 
abandoned in favor of the first cause, 
the net result will be the same: sus- 
picion, backbiting, accusations, divi- 
sions, and lack of love among true 
brethren. 


I reiterate, nowhere does the Bible 
command a believer to separate from 
other believers on the grounds of doc- 
trinal differences. Separation from apos- 
tasy, yes. Making rules other than the 
Bible definitions of apostasy, no. As 
long as a man confesses that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh (I John 4:2) 
we must acknowledge the Spirit of 
God in that man. This is God’s plain 
statement. 

There is a balance in the Bible be- 
tween the two ideas of fellowship and 
separation. If either of these ideas is 
pushed too far, the believer gets away 
from the central Christian position. The 
man who pushes towards fellowship 
without separation is in danger of 
drawing into his embrace some who are 
not true believers. The man who pushes 
toward separation at the expense of 
fellowship is in danger of judging the 
servants of the Lord, who are answerable 
only to Him. I would like to be in the 
center of the Lord’s will so that I may 
hold separation and fellowship in exact 
balance. But if I cannot always make 


September 1957 





dead center, I pray the Lord to let me 
err on the side of love rather than judg- 
ment. For I know that the Holy Spirit 
will not let the ark of the Lord fall 
because of lack of my support, and I 
know that the Lord Jesus Christ has 
given us the one rallying cry valid for 
our day: “By THIS SHALL ALL MEN KNOW 
THAT YOU ARE MY DISCIPLES, IF YOU HAVE 
LOVE ONE FOR ANOTHER” (John 13:35). 
It might be well if every true believer in 
Christ, whatever his denomination, 
would seek fellowship with some other 
Christian outside his particular group 


Let the separatist minister try to find 
out what some man whom he has criti- 
cized as a “liberal” or a “modernist” 
really thinks about the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And let some liberal seek fellow- 
ship with someone whom: he considers ' 
an “ignorant fundamentalist,” and find 
out what he thinks about the Lord Jesus’ 
Christ. Some might even discover that 
the only rallying point allowed to any 
true follower of Christ is Christ Him- 
self. When you make such a discovery, 
you will receive a fresh glow from the 
Holy Spirit. Enp 
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ASAPH 
(Continued from page #4) 


the united praises of the rejoicing na- 
tion. Nor would we begrudge him his 
pleasure therein; for there is no happier 
nor more privileged pursuit than sing- 
ing the praises of God. “Serve the Lord 
in gladness,” said David, so understand- 
ingly; and then set us an example in so 
doing—“My mouth shall praise thee with 
joyful lips.” 

There is ever a danger, however, that 
music should become an end in itself; 
a means of self-gratification rather than 
the glorifying of God. In many a church, 
music is worshipped, rather than the 
Lord. David knew better than to allow 
this. With all his encouragement of the 
best musical talent and employment of 
the fullest range of musical instruments, 
he kept all else strictly subordinate to 
the supreme purpose of expressing and 
aiding the worship of God. Asaph was 
therefore chosen not only for his musi- 
cal ability, but primarily because he 
had a right realization of the place 
and function of music in the service of 
the Lord. For Asaph, like David, was 
a man of God; he is described as a 
“seer,” a man endowed by the Spirit 
of God for the position and privilege of 
leading the worship of His people (II 
Chron. 29:30). 

Today we tend to depart from this 
high conception of the place of music 
in public worship to one or another of 
two extremes: either music is regarded 
as all important, or it is too casually 
treated. On the one hand, it fails to 
inspire and elevate heart and mind in 
the adoration of God, as it might. In 


too many churches, little care and even 
less prayer is devoted to the choice of 
the organist; anyone who can play will 
do! But how vital a part the organist 
fulfills in our church services; for the 
organ has now-a-days taken the place.of 
the “orchestra” of David’s day, and the 
organist is the modern counterpart of 
Asaph. The tempo and entire “tone” of 
a congregation’s praise is largely depen- 
dent upon the lead given by the or- 
ganist, whether the instrument be a 
harmonium in a village chapel, or the 
costly organ of a stately church or 
cathedral. The one appointed to fulfil 
this important part in the worship of 
the people of God should be as carefully 
selected as the preacher; and- on his 
part, should possess a sense of vocation 
comparable to that of the minister. If 
it were ever so, we should far less fre- 
quently hear complaints of dull services! 
Men of God are needed at the consoles 
of organs as well as in the pulpits of all 
our churches. 


In one of her inimitable books of 
Scottish village life, Isabel Cameron 
gives a delightful pen-picture of Angus 
the precentor who, with his tuning 
fork and ringing tenor voice, led the 
Highland kirk. He was a shoemaker, but 
in “raising the tune” and leading the 
unaccompanied singing of the metrical 
psalms—for musical instruments are 
eschewed in the Highland glens—he dom- 
inated the assembled group, a man ap- 
pointed by God to direct the praises of 
His people. He indeed had a high con- 
ception of his office—and so was able to 
inspire a like spirit of reverent yet re- 
joicing worship among all present. He 
was a worthy “son of Asaph.” END 
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JONATHAN EDWARDS 
(Continued from page 5) 


elaborate this view against Edwards’ 
refutation of it—and his reduction of 
God's certain knowledge to His know- 
ing the certainty inherent in events. 
. .. Until this has been done, it will be 
suspected of those who adhere to ‘the 
supposed rational and generous prin- 
ciples of the modern fashionable divin- 
ity,” today no less than in 1754, that 
‘their differing from their fathers with 
such magisterial assurance, in these 
points in divinity, must be owing to 
some other cause than superior wis- 
dom.’ ” 

Let us reduce this to more simple 
terms. Edwards believed and proclaimed 
that God had planned all things; that 
when the Bible speaks of the foreknow- 
ledge of God it does not mean mere ad- 
vance knowledge. For Edwards and the 
Bible, foreknowledge means foredeter- 
mination. God knows what is going to 
happen because He has planned events. 
Edwards has given philosophical, theo- 
logical and biblical proof of this in The 
Freedom of the Will. People who dis- 
agreed with Edwards simply ignored 
his proofs of the true doctrine, and 
modern theology as well as the people 
of Edwards’ day would have done well 
to spend some time examining the proofs 
which Edwards set forth. If they had 
done so they would not be in their pres- 
ent state of error. 


I would suggest that Arminian theo- 
logians of our day who give some place 
to the human will in self-determination 
take up this challenge laid down by 
Ramsey and other historical theologians. 


We must not forget that Christ taught 


| that the world hates the believer for one 


particular reason: the doctrine of elec- 
tion. “If the world hates you, know that 
it has hated me before it hated you. If 
you were of the world, the world would 
love its own; but because you are not 
of the world, but I chose [elected] you 
out of the world, THEREFORE the world 
hates you” (John 15:18, 19). Edwards 
found that the words of Christ were very 
true. In 1727, at the age of 24, he was 
installed as assistant to his grandfather 
in the Northampton church, one of the 
largest, wealthiest and most cultured in 
Massachusetts. Two years later the 
grandfather died, leaving young Jona- 
than in charge. He was deeply grieved 
over the evils in the town. His bio- 
grapher, A. V. G. Allen, has described 
Northampton as “an isolated town 
where the want of healthy amusements 
had a tendency to breed as a substitute 
the merely vulgar forms of immorality.” 

Edwards’ preaching was biblical, vital 
and effective. Within a few months, 
more than three hundred people were 
added to the church. The spirit of re- 
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. vival spread to other churches and- the 
movement has become known in colon- 
ial history as ““The Great Awakening.” 
But it got out of hand by the introduc- 
tion of the very ideas which Edwards so 
strongly opposed. An Arminian move- 
ment greatly resembles a movement of 
the Spirit; but in it are the roots of 
its own destruction. Wherever Armin- 
ianism has succeeded, a scorching desert 
has been the ultimate result. This is 
shown by comparing what the Wesleys 
did with what the Methodist church has 
become. The Great Awakening that 
started so auspiciously under Edwards 
was taken over by George Whitefield. 
One historian has writen of this (see 
Encyc. Brit., s.v. Great Awakening) in 
revealing terms: “Whitefield and his un- 
trained clerical and lay followers by 
their emotional and dramatic preaching 
roused their hearers to so high a pitch 
of excitement and made such violent 
attacks on the many clergy who did not 
join them that it became necessary for 
Edwards personally to reprimand White- 
field. . . . The Awakening resulted in 
the formation of some separatist church- 
es .. . and the religious apathy of New 
England during the late 18th century 
may have been, at least in part, reac- 
tion against the gross methods often em- 
ployed.” 

From Wesley to modern Methodism; 
from emotional distortions at the end of 
the Great Awakening to New England 
Unitarianism; from Charles G. Finney 
to the Unitarian-Universalist burned- 
over area of the Mohawk Valley—these 
movements need to be considered by all 
who look on emotional revivals as eman- 
ating from the Holy Spirit. To any who 
wish to defend them I would reply, 
“Have you read Edwards’ The Freedom 
of the Will?” 

In the midst of the Unitarian-Armin- 
ian attacks on Edwards, there have al- 
ways been voices raised to point out 
the fact that no one has ever answered 
Edwards. In 1839 Henry Philip Tappan 
wrote a book reviewing Edwards’ The 
Freedom of the Will, in which he said, 
“There is no work of higher authority 
among those who deny the self-deter- 
mining power of the will; and none 
which on this subject has called forth 
more general admiration for acuteness 
of thought and logical subtlety. I be- 
lieve there is a prevailing impression 
that Edwards must be fairly met in or- 
der to make any advance in an opposite 
argument.” The reason that no answer 
to Edwards has been written in these 
two centuries is that there is no answer. 
It must also be stated that refutation of 
Edwards cannot be casually undertaken 
by just any little shadow of a thinker. 
The mind that attempts to attack this 
giant must meet certain standards. Ram- 
sey writes in his introduction, “Edwards’ 
understanding of freedom is similar to 
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Spinoza’s and Hobbes’, who wrote of 
Bishop Bramhall in their controversy 
on the subject of free will that anyone 
who ‘cannot uriderstand the difference 
between free to do if he will, and free 
to will, is not fit . . . to hear this contro- 
versy disputed, much less to be a writer 
im it.” 

In our day a great many theological 
ideas are covered by that large and 
strangely-cut blanket called Neo-ortho- 
doxy. It would be well for the Neo-orth- 
odox to face Edwards, for in so doing 
many of their favorite ideas would be 
recognized as error propped up at var- 
ious points by half-truths. 

In closing I wish to quote one para- 
graph out of Edwards and to paraphrase 
it as expressing my own thought. In his 
preface to this great work Edwards 
wrote: “At first I had thought of care- 
fully avoiding the use of the appellation 
‘Arminian’ in this treatise. But I soon 
found I should be put to a great difficul- 
ty by it; and that my discourse would be 
so encumbered with an often-repeated 
circumlocution, instead of a name, which 
would express the thing intended, as 
well and better, that I altered my pur- 
pose. And therefore I must ask the ex- 
cuse of such as are apt to be offended 
with things of this nature, that I have 
so freely used the term ‘Arminian’ in 
the following discourse. I profess it to 
be without any design, to stigmatize per- 
sons of any sort with a name of reproach, 
or at all to make them appear more 
odious. If when I had occasion to speak 
of those divines who are commonly 
called by this name, I had, instead of 
styling them Arminians, called them 
‘these men’ as Dr. Whitby does Calvin- 
istic divines; it probably would not have 
been taken any better, or thought to 
show a better temper, or more good 


manners. I have done as I would be 
done by, in this matter. However the 
term ‘Calvinist’ is in these days, among 
most, a term of greater reproach than 
the term ‘Arminian’; yet I should not ' 
take it at all amiss, to be called a Cal- 
vinist, for distinction’s sake; though I- 
utterly disclaim a dependence on Calvin, 
or believing the doctrines which I hold, 
because he believed and taught them; 
and cannot justly be charged with be- 
lieving in everything just as he taught.” 


And it is certainly true that I do not 
wish to offend any who are in the mod- 
ern school that expresses these errors. 
I would again accept Edwards’ distinc- 
tion when he divides those whom he is 
opposing: “Some of them went far be- 
yond the Arminians; and I would by 
no means charge Arminians in general 
with all the corrupt doctrine, which 
these maintained. . . . For whatever may 
be the consequences of the doctrine 
really, yet some that hold this doctrine, 
may not own nor see these conse- 
quences; and it would be unjust, in 
many instances, to charge every author 
with believing and maintaining all the 
real consequences of his avowed doc- 
trines.” 


The Encyclopedia Britannica article 
on Edwards ends ‘with the following: 
Edwards’ “most sympathetic biographer 
concludes his accurate and kindly re- 
view with these significant words—“The 
great wrong which Edwards did, which 
haunts us as an evil dream throughout 
his writings, was to assert God at the 
expense of humanity.’ ” To this Edwards 
would rise and trumpet: Of course I 
did! That was my whole purpose. Any 
assertion of humanity at the expense of 
God is bad for man and robs God of the 
glory that belongs to Him alone! Enp 
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FUNDAMENTALIST INFALLIBILITY 


(Continued from page 7) 


Aquinas with his five-fold proof for the 
existence of God from nature. He 
thought that an earnest analysis of na- 
ture drove one to posit the existence of 
God. But this is not true. Aquinas, prior 
to his study of nature, believed in God. 
This led him to see nature through 
Christian eyes, and he was therefore able 
to recognize God everywhere in the na- 
tural realm. 

The writer has adopted by conviction 
a conservative and evangelical doctrinal 
position, but he raises a crucial question 
which his movement must take seriously. 


It is this: “Are we to believe that those 
who professed Christianity before funda- 
mentalism came upon the scene were 
not true disciples of oyr Lord? Are we 
to believe that those who profess the 
faith outside the bounds of our move- 
ment now are unwarranted in calling 
themselves Christians?” It may well be 
that we are more true to God’s total 
revelation of Himself than they. How- 
ever, they are the recipients of Christ’s 
saving love just as much as we are. 
Whether a believer‘s theology is con- 
sistent or inconsistent has no bearing 
upon his salvation. A faulty, imperfect 
theology will not keep anyone out of 
heaven any more than a perfectly true 
and consistent theology will keep any 


one out of hell. The matter of ultimate 
consequence is a person’s relationship to 
Jesus Christ. If our Lord and Savior has 
received anyone with open arms, we 
dare not reject him. We must strive for 
a biblically centered and logically con- 
sistent theology, but this must never be 
made the criterion for Christian fellow- 
ship. Instead, it should be the goal of 
our Christian fellowship. Communing 
with each other in love and understand- 
ing, we should seek to stimulate and 
challenge one another. Through this in- 
teraction among all believing groups 
within the total fellowship, we will all 
be spurred on to attain the most con- 
sistent and truest theology that is human- 
ly possible. END 
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